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1. Introduction

Neoen Ontario BESS 1 Inc. (Neoen), an Independent Power Producer, proposes to construct and
operate a new 400-megawatt (MW) Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), the Tara BESS Project,
that will provide electricity storage services to the Ontario grid (the Project). The Project will
occupy approximately 25.42 hectares and have an approximately 490 m 230 kV overhead
transmission line connecting to the provincial grid. The Project is located in the Municipality of
Arran-Elderslie on private land currently used for agriculture.

The Tara BESS Project has been awarded a storage contract by the Independent Electricity
System Operator (IESO) under the for Long-Term Electricity Reliability Services (LT1) RFP. The RFP is
intended to add storage projects onto the provincial grid (electric utility system) to improve its
performance and reliability. Regulatory approvals are now being sought for the Project (Figure
1). Subject to receipt of approvals, construction of this project is expected to last between 18
and 24 months, and project operation start is anficipated for end of 2027. The project will

connect to the provincial electric tfransmission system.
Construction - Operations
@ 2026-2027 . 2027

LT1 RFP
2023 -2024

L December 2023

12-18 Months for

l HONI s58ns

Figure 1: Timeline of the proposed Project

Lo

20-year
operations period

bid into RFP HON and IES0 imterconnection 5. fencing
shudies consbuchon and foundations
® [E50 reviews bids B-12 Mantha for B Procuremend of ® Electrical and ®  Limited on-sils
and seischks MTF Class EA Imjor mabeniad and meachanical personnel Off-ails
WITIIEIS shudias equipment equipment manitaring
Inssaliation
® May 2024 - & Manths for kecal B Confracior & Commisaioning P Decommissioning
Confracts ara pEmitting and SEdeC ban 5ife Chean-up End and sibe
Ewarded Zoning |angdscaping rastoration
amendmearts

Battery energy storage systems are not included in Ontario Regulation (O. Reg.) 116/01 under the
Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (EA Act) nor the “Guide to Environmental Assessment
Requirements for Electricity Projects”, and therefore are not normally subject to an assessment
under the EA Act. However, construction and operation of a new transmission station 2 115 kV is
subject to Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission Facilities (Hydro One Network Inc.,
2024) established under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks, 2011). Since the proposed substation which triggers the assessment is
part of larger overall development, all components — including the BESS facility — are assessed.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138)
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The Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission Facilities (Class EA for TF) has two stages
(screening and environmental review, or full Class EA process). In the first stage, a Proponent-
driven screening process is conducted by answering sixteen screening criteria questions to
determine if the full Class EA Process applies. If the Proponent determines the sixteen criteria are
cleared, an Environmental Screening Report is made available to MECP and the public. If
through Proponent screening or agency/public feedback on the Environmental Screening
Report, the full Class EA process is determined to be required, the Proponent prepares an
Environmental Study Report (ESR). Based on the Project screening, Neoen is advancing directly to
the full Class EA process.

Additional provincial permits and approvals may include:

= Environmental Compliance Approval (water quality: stormwater management system);
= Environmental Activity Sector Registration (noise);

= Archaeology Clearance Letter;

= Approved Soil and Excess Materials Management Plan (if applicable);

= Ontario Endangered Species Act Sec.17 approval (if applicable).
Federal and municipal permits and approvals may include:

= Site Plan Approval (or equivalent) from the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie;

=  Official Plan and Zoning Bylow amendment;

= Ontario Regulation 41/24 permit from Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA)

= Land Use Approval (NavCanada) to be submitted to confirm no conflict. (Aeronautical

Assessment Form (Transport Canada) will not be submitted since structures are < 60 m tall).

The general location of the proposed Project is depicted in Figure 2.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138) Page 2
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General Location of the Proposed Project
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The structure of this document is as follows:

= Section 1:Infroduction; = Section é: Effects assessment;
= Section 2: Project description; = Section 7: Cumulative effects
= Section 3: Engagement summary; assessment;
= Section 4: Environmental assessment = Section & Climate change;
approach; = Section 9: Monitoring and commitments;
= Section 5: Existing conditions; and,

= Section 10: References.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R03 (V138) Page 4
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Concordance Table

As an effort to facilitate the reading, review and validate the completeness of this Environmental Study Report, the table below provides a concordance between the Class EA Study Report and the Class EA requirements
stated in the following documents:

Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission Facilities (Hydro One Network Inc., 2024):
- Section 3.3.1 (study area definition);

- Section 3.3.3 (Class environmental assessment screening process);

- Section 3.3.4 (Environmental Inventory);

- Section 3.4.1 (draft environmental study report);

- Section 4 (consultation);

- Section 6.4 (consideration of climate effects); and,

- Section 6.5 (consideration of cumulative effects).

MECP’s Class EA Notice of Commencement Acknowledgement Letter (Macki, 2024); and,

Guide to Preliminary Screening for Species at Risk (Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks. Species at Risk Branch, Permissions and Compliance, 2019).

Evaluation of environmental effects is supported through desktop study. The concordance table identifies information requirements that were additionally supported by the collection of primary data (field survey) related
specifically to Neoen's proposed project.

Information Requirements and Screening Criteria to be considered Environmental Study Report Primary data study
ducted
Class EA for Transmission Facilities Acknowledgement of Notice of Commencement Heading fitle conducie

Name and description of the proposed project (Class EA for TF, - 1,2.1.,2.2 Intfroduction, Major components, Major activities -
Section 3.4.1) Appendix A Typical drawings and cross-sections
Description of potential environmental effects of climate change on  Describe the resilience or vulnerability of the undertakingto | 8 Climate change -
the project and their incorporation into design, siting, construction changing climatic conditions (climate change adaptation)
and operation (Class EA for TF, Section 6.4)
Description of the need for the proposed project (Class EA for TF, - 1 Introduction -
Section 3.4.1)
Description of the alternatives for the project (Class EA for TF, Section = Class EA requires the consideration of the effects of each 2.3 Alternatives to the undertaking -
3.4.1) alternative on all aspects of the environment (including
planning, natural, social, cultural, economic, technical).
Description of the preferred alternative (Class EA for TF, Section 3.4.1) - 2.3 Alternatives to the undertaking -
- = |dentify: 53 Existing conditions — Agricultural resources = Soil survey (to be
- current or historical waste disposal sites 6.3 Effects assessment — Agricultural resources conducted pre-

construction within

Project Development
- location of any underground storage tanks Areq)

- other known contaminated sites

s Describe tests to determine soil contaminant levels
where excavation will occur.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R03 (V138) Page 5
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Information Requirements and Screening Criteria to be considered

Class EA for Transmission Facilities

Description of consultation (Class EA for TF, Section 3.4.1, Section 4),

including:

= Consultation principles

=  Methods used to consult

= Notification techniques

= Copy of all nofification material

= Information related to involvement of Indigenous communities,

municipal, provincial and federal government officials,
government agencies, potentially affected and interested
persons, affected businesses, and interest groups in the
consultation process

= List of consulted persons

= Schedule of events

= |dentification and resolution of concerns

=  Commitments made by the proponent

= Outstanding concerns

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138)

The report must demonstrate how the consultation provisions
of the Class EA have been fulfilled, including documentation
of all consultation efforts undertaken during the planning
process.

= Consult owners of above or underground utilities
= Include the full distribution/consultation list

Include copies of comments submitted on the project, and
the proponent’s responses to these comments.

Environmental Study Report
Acknowledgement of Notice of Commencement Heading title

3
Appendix B

3
Appendix B

3
Appendix B
3
Appendix B
3
Appendix B

3
Appendix B

3
Appendix B

3
Appendix B
3
Appendix B
3
Appendix B

3
Appendix B

Engagement summary
Consultation materials

Consultation principles
Consultation records

Methods
Consultation records

Engagement techniques
Consultation records

Engagement techniques
Consultation records

Description of consulted entities
Consultation records

Description of consulted entities
Consultation records

Engagement schedule
Consultation records

Concerns raised
Consultation records

Summary of commitments
Consultation records

Outstanding concerns
Consultation records

conducted

Primary data study

Page 6
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Information Requirements and Screening Criteria to be considered Environmental Study Report Primary data study
conducted
Class EA for Transmission Facilities Acknowledgement of Notice of Commencement Section Heading title

Description of other applicable permits and approvals required for = If excess soil management applies reference that 1.3 Permits and approvals required for the project -
the project (Class EA for TF, Section 3.4.1) activities involving the management of excess soil

should be completed in accordance with O. Reg.

406/19 and the MECP’s current guidance document

fitled “Management of Excess Soil — A Guide for Best

Management Practices” (2014).

= Any facility that releases emissions to the atmosphere,
discharges contaminants to ground or surface water,
provides potable water supplies, or stores, transports or
disposes of waste must have an Environmental
Compliance Approval (ECA)

= Include in the report a list of all subsequent permits or
approvals that may be required for the implementation
of the preferred alternative, including but not limited to,
MECP’s PTTW, EASR Registrations and ECAs, conservation
authority permits, species at risk permits, MTO permits
and approvals under federal impact assessment
legislation.

Description for the study area definition rationale (Class EA for TF, - 4.1.2 Study area -
Section 3.4.1)

Class EA for TF, Section 3.4.1: "Description of a study area for the project and the existing environment”; “summary of environmental inventory”; “potential environmental effects (positive and negative)”; “mitigation measures and predicted net
effects”; and "environmental monitoring”. Acknowledgement letter specifies requirement to include a description of construction and post-construction monitoring strategies and programs.”

a Conflict with written environmental goals, objectives, plans, Applicable plans and policies should be identified in the 5.1 Existing conditions — Land use planning -
standards, policy statements or guidelines approved or report, and the proponent should describe how the 6.1 Effects assessment — Land use planning
adopted by the Province of Ontario; municipal government or | proposed project adheres to the relevant policies in these
local body within an unorganized territory as defined in the plans. The report should also discuss the planning context at
Municipal Act, 2001 where the project is to be located (Class the municipal and federal levels, as appropriate
EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

b Have significant effects on persons or property, including lands - 5.2 Existing conditions — Residential or sensitive land uses -
zoned fo permit residential or other sensitive land uses (Class EA 6.2 Effects assessment — Residential or sensitive land uses
for TF, Section 3.3.3)

C Necessitate the irreversible commitment of any significant - 5.3 Existing conditions — Agricultural resources -
amount of non-renewable resources, including Prime 6.3 Effects assessment — Agricultural resources

Agricultural Lands, which includes Specialty Crop Areas (as
defined in the Provincial Planning Statement under the
Planning Act) and/or Canada Land Inventory Classes 1, 2 and
3 lands (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

d Pre-empt the use, or potential use, of a significant natural - N/A N/A N/A
resource for any other purpose (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R03 (V138) Page 7
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Information Requirements and Screening Criteria to be considered

Class EA for Transmission Facilities

e.l

e2

e.3

f.l

7757017

Result in a significant defrimental effect on air quality (Class EA

for TF, Section 3.3.3)

Result in a significant detrimental effect on ambient noise levels

for adjacent areas (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

Result in a significant detfrimental effect on water quality (Class

EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

Cause significant interference with the movement of any
resident or migratory wildlife species, or their respective
habitats (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138)

Document and describe the project’s expected
production of greenhouse gas emissions and impacts on
carbon sinks (climate change mitigation)

If there are sensitive receptors in the surrounding area of
this project, provide a quantitative or qualitative air
quality/odour impact assessment

Describe dust contfrol measures during construction

Describe noise control measures during construction

Describe potential impacts of increased noise levels
during operation and potential measures to mitigate
significant noise impacts. Provide ambient noise levels
and noise assessment, as appropriate.

The proponent should identify the source protection
area and should clearly document how the proximity of
the project to sources of drinking water (municipal or
other) and any delineated vulnerable areas was
considered and assessed. Specifically, the report should
discuss whether or not the project is located in a
vulnerable area and provide applicable details about
the area. If located in a vulnerable areaq, proponents
should document whether any project activities are
prescribed drinking water threats and thus pose arisk to
drinking water and document and discuss how the
project adheres to or has regard to applicable policies.

Status of, and potential impacts to any well water
supplies should be addressed

Describe potential effects on the quantity and quality of
groundwater (e.g., due to drawdown effects or the
redirection of existing contamination flows) resulting
from changes to drainage patterns

Provide a Stormwater Management Plan
Provide description of spill response plan

Environmental Study Report
Acknowledgement of Notice of Commencement Heading title

5.4
6.4

5.5
6.5
Appendix C

5.6
6.6
Appendix D

5.7
6.7
Appendix E

Existing conditions — Air quality
Effects assessment — Air quality

Existing conditions — Noise
Effects assessment — Noise
Noise Impact Assessment

Existing conditions — Water quality
Effects assessment — Water quality
Hydrogeological survey

Existing conditions — Wildlife and wildlife habitat
Effects assessment — Wildlife and wildlife habitat
Natural heritage and constraints assessment

Primary data study

conducted

Baseline ambient
noise levels survey

Hydrology
assessment

Hydrogeology
assessment

Geotechnical survey

Breeding bird surveys
Breeding amphibian
surveys

Bat acoustic
monitoring

Woodpecker nest
cavity search
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Information Requirements and Screening Criteria to be considered Environmental Study Report Primary data study
ducted
Class EA for Transmission Facilities Acknowledgement of Notice of Commencement Heading fitle conducie

f.2 | Cause significant interference with the movement of any Include enough information to demonstrate that there will 5.8 Existing conditions — Fish and fish habitat = Aquatic habitat
resident or migratory fish, or their respective habitats (Class EA | be no negative impacts on the natural features or Appendix E Natural heritage and constraints assessment assessment
for TF, Section 3.3.3) ecological functions of any watercourses within the study

area.

f.3  Cause significant interference with the movement of any - 5.9 Existing conditions — Rare species and rare species habitat " See f.1
resident or migratory species at risk, or their respective habitats 6.9 Effects assessment — Rare species and rare species habitat
(Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3) . . .

Appendix E Natural heritage and constraints assessment

g Establish a precedent or involve a new technology, either of - N/A N/A N/A
which is likely to have significant environmental effects now or
in the future (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

h Be a pre-condition to the implementation of another larger - N/A N/A N/A
and more environmentally significant project that is subject to
an Individual Environmental Assessment or Renewable Energy
Approval that has not yet been approved at the issuance of
the Notice of Commencement of the undertaking (Class EA for
TF, Section 3.3.3)

i Likely generate significant secondary effects’, directly caused - N/A N/A N/A
by the proponent’s activities, which will adversely affect the
environment (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

j Block pleasing views or significantly affect the aesthetic image - 5.10 Existing conditions — Visual aesthetics -
of the surrounding area (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3) 6.10 Effects assessment — Visual aesthetics

k Significantly change the social structure or demographic - N/A N/A N/A
characteristics of the surrounding neighbourhood or
community (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

Overtax existing community services or facilities (e.g., = Identify: N/A N/A N/A
transportation, water supply, sanitary and storm sewers, solid - above or underground utilities
waste disposal system, schools, parks and/or care facilities) ~ icing infrastruct ( ; ; ;
(Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3) servicing infrastructure (wastewater, water,
stormwater) that may be impacted

m  Result in undesired or inappropriate access to previously - N/A N/A N/A
inaccessible areas (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

n Create the removal of a significant amount of timber resources | - N/A N/A N/A

(Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

' The Environmental Assessment Branch intends ‘secondary effects’ to mean ‘indirect effects’.
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Information Requirements and Screening Criteria to be considered

Class EA for Transmission Facilities

(¢}

P

Result in significant effects to natural heritage resources 2
(Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

Result in significant effects to cultural heritage resources (which
may include built heritage resources, cultural heritage
landscapes, and/or archaeological resources). Significant

effects to cultural heritage resources are to be determined

based on technical, cultural heritage studies prepared by

qualified persons (Class EA for TF, Section 3.3.3)

Description of pofential cumulative environmental effects (positive
and negative); mitigation measures; and environmental monitoring
(Class EA for TF, Section 6.5)

Natural heritage and hydrologic features should be 5.12
identified and described in detail. 6.12
= Key Natural Heritage Features: Habitat of endangered Appendix E
species and threatened species, fish habitat, wetlands,
areas of natural and scientific interest (ANSIs), significant
valleylands, significant woodlands; significant wildlife
habitat (including habitat of special concern species);
sand barrens, savannahs, and tallgrass prairies; and
alvars
= Key Hydrologic Features: Permanent stfreams,
infermittent sfreams, inland lakes and their littoral zones,
seepage areas and springs, and wetlands.
s Other natural heritage features and areas such as:
vegetation communities, rare species of flora or fauna,
Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Environmentally
Sensitive Policy Areas, federal and provincial parks and
conservation reserves, Greenland systems etc.
- 5.13
6.13
Appendix F
Appendix G
Ecosystem form and function 5.12
6.12
Appendix E
Describe changes to groundwater-dependent natural 5.6

features such as streams, wetlands or other surficial features | ¢4 ¢
(e.g., ecological processes of and/or function)

The proponent must consider cumulative effects when 7
planning projects.

Environmental Study Report
Acknowledgement of Notice of Commencement Heading title

Existing conditions — Natural heritage resources
Effects assessment — Natural heritage resources
Nafural heritage and constraints assessment

Existing conditions — Cultural heritage resources
Effects assessment — Cultural heritage resources
Stage 1 archaeological resource assessment

Built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes
screening

Existing condifions — Natural heritage and hydrologic features
Effects assessment — Natural heritage and hydrologic features
Natural heritage and constraints assessment

Existing condifions — Water quality
Effects assessment — Water quality

Cumulative effects assessment

Primary data study

conducted

= Natural heritage
resources assessment

= Stage 1 archaeology
assessment

= Built heritage
resources and
cultural heritage
landscapes
screening

= Ecological land
classification

2 Natural heritage features and areas: means features and areas, including significant wetlands, significant coastal wetlands, fish habitat, significant woodlands south and east of the Canadian Shield, significant valleylands south and east of the Canadian Shield, significant habitat
of endangered species and threatened species, significant wildlife habitat, and significant areas of natural and scientific interest, which are important for their environmental and social values as a legacy of the natural landscapes of an area.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138)
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2. Project description

The Project is proposed to be located within lands herein referred to as the Development Land
which is an irregular shaped area to the southwest of the intersection of Concession 4 Arran and
the Grey-Bruce Line. The Development Land totalling approximately 67.60 hectares includes four
assessment parcels (410349000307 100, 410349000307200, 410349000104201, and a portion of
410349000305200) at municipal address 39 Concession 4 Arran, in the Municipality of Arran-
Elderslie. It is a rural farmstead with a mixture of cultivated fields, pastureland and woodlot,
bisected by the Sauble River. There is a Hydro One fransmission line (B27S/B28S) traversing the
southern boundary of the Development Land. The BESS facility will connect to this 230kV line,
which extends from Bruce Power Centre to Owen Sound. This is a key transmission line that has a
high voltage carrying capacity and connects to other lines across Ontario. As a result, this
fransmission line is ideally suited for a BESS project. It is the intent that Neoen will occupy
approximately 25.42 hectares of the east portion of the Development Land to accommodate
the facility. The BESS will have two accesses: one off Concession 4 Road and a second which will
enter from the Grey Bruce Line on the east side of the Development Land, north of Sauble River.
The balance of the Development Land will remain in agricultural use. The footprint of the BESS
avoids wetlands and woodlands.

The proposed Project includes installation and operation of a 400 MW BESS facility, a substation
(with two transformers in-service and a 3@ transformer for redundancy) and an overhead 230 kV
fransmission line on private land in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie. A gravel access road will be
constructed off Concession 4 Arran to allow access to the BESS facility. Site grading will occur
across the BESS facility site, stormwater system, and gravel access road; no ground disturbance,
aside from structure foundations, is planned for the overhead fransmission line. A system of
roadside and pad ditches and stormwater pond at the northwestern section of the
BESS/substation area will be installed to manage on-site runoff. A floodplain compensation area
(14.19 hectares) will be constructed to maintain flood storage volume and floodplain function in
the Development Land.

The transmission line will consist of double-circuit steel-monopole structures as well as associated
switching structures and gantries on Hydro One’s ROW. The transmission line crosses the Sauble
River; however, no in-stream works are planned and no riparian habitat is expected to be
disturbed as the transmission line will span wetlands and riparian habitats, while fransmission
structures will be sited away from the wetlands and riparian habitat.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138) Page 11
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The area surrounding the proposed Project is at the intersection of Concession Road 4 and Grey
Bruce Line, generally being agricultural lands interspersed with remnant woodland and rural
residences. The Sauble River is within approximately 30 m to the southwest at its closest point to
the BESS/substation area; the proposed Project being situated within the 100-year floodplain and
the ground being approximately 240 meters above sea level (masl) across the BESS site, dropping
to approximately 237 masl at the river. There are nine dwellings within 1.5 km of the proposed
Project. There is no recreational use of the land or waters in the area, and it is unknown if any
hunting, gathering, or fishing occurs in the area.

2.1. Major components

The proposed Project is comprised of (Figure 3):

= BESS facility, including containers, foundation, collector lines, inverters, and medium-voltage
(MV) transformers;

= Tara 230 kV substation;

= Stormwater management system, including stormwater wet pond and drainage channel;

= 230 kV fransmission line;

= Mainfenance areaq;

= Site access;

= Floodplain compensation area; and

= Internal roads and fill slopes.

Table 2-1 summarizes the spatial requirement of the project, including project component
temporary and permanent footprint (or span area in the case of the transmission line).

The proposed Project will also include:

= Perimeter fence, site security, and lighting;
= Long-term topsoil and subsoil storage area; and

= Visual/acoustic screen/landscaping adjacent to the facility.
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Table 2-1: Summary of spatial requirement of the proposed Project

Area (hectares)

Project Component

BESS facility

Tara 230 kV substation
Stormwater management system
= Drainage wet pond

= Drainage channel

230 kV tfransmission line
Maintenance area

Site access

Floodplain compensation area
Internal roads, fill slopes

TOTAL

HONI PDA

o[ Fomanent | tomparay | spen

2.12 2.12

1.56 1.56

0.71 0.71 - -
0.34 - 0.34 -
2.54 - - 2.54
0.47 0.47

0.70 0.63 0.07

14.19 - 14.19 -
2.78 2.50 0.28

25.42 8.00 14.87 2.54
0.20 0.20

Equipment selection and layout is continuing into detailed design and may vary slightly from
what is presented in the Class EA ESR. Table 2-2 provides setbacks that are being applied to
position the proposed Project to meet Neoen's target capacity in the least impactful location
within the Development Land (buildable areas3). NOTE: The buildable area in terms of the
transmission line is most informative for influencing structure placement and evaluating span

lengths.

Table 2-2: Land and environmental features and their minimum setback

Source Minimum
Setback (m)

Transmission line (existing ROW) HONI 200 m for BESS
Lot line - front, rear, side yard (other than abutting Zoning Bylaw 0
Grey Bruce Line)

Lot line - side yard abutting Grey Bruce Line BBA 5
Woodland Beacon Environmental Limited 10
Wetland (boundary) Beacon Environmental Limited 15
Watercourse (high water mark) Beacon Environmental Limited 30

3 The setbacks do not apply to the floodplain compensation, perimeter fence or the fransmission line conductors.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138)
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2.1.1. BESS facility

The BESS is comprised of 420 lithium-ion battery containers (e.g., Tesla Megapack 2XL); each
battery container being approximately the size of a shipping container (8.8 mx 1.7 m x 2.8 m).
The battery containers are lithium-iron phosphate (LFP), fully sealed, modular, and confrolled by
a central control system. The battery containers are connected in groups of four to a step-up
transformer; these then connected from the step-up transformer to an on-site 230 kV substation
The battery containers are grouped into five container blocks. The battery container foundations
are screw piles or concrete footings with gravel underlay. Battery containers have a 20-25 year
lifespan. The BESS facility, collector system, and substation will be placed on fill to reach design
elevation, ranging from 0 to 3.8 m above current ground elevation. Containment will be installed
as needed for specific equipment. The Project will be separated from the underlying natural
environment using compacted clay, liner, or geotexfile as determined through engineering and
design. The topsoil and subsoil will be stripped for long-term storage prior to engineered barrier
and fill placement).

The inverters are integrated with the battery containers (e.g., Tesla 2XL) and operate in a charge
and a discharge mode. Underground wires and cabling will run from the battery cable collection
box to the MV transformer. From the MV transformer, cabling will be run to the Project substation.

A noise barrier wall up to 7.5 m tall will be installed on the north and west boundaries of each of
the battery container blocks.

2.1.2. Tara 230 kV substation

A high-voltage substation with three transformers (two active, one for redundancy), sited
immediately adjacent to the BESS facility, will provide voltage conversion between the BESS
(34.5 kV) and to the existing transmission voltage (230 kV). The Project will connect to the existing
transmission line (designated as lines B27S & B28S) approximately 490 m south of the Project via a
T-tap configuration, using a double-circuit configuration. Near the proposed substation, the
fransmission line will split to service the two active transformers. A temporary construction access
road, with a new highway approach from Grey Bruce Line will be required within the proposed
transmission ROW south of Sable River.

A 7 m tall noise barrier wall will be installed on the east, north, and west boundaries of each of
the transformers.
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2.1.3. Stormwater management system

The proposed Project will drain to ditches and storm drainpipes connected to a detention pond
that is sized for the 100-year storm event and will provide retention time for solids seftling. Water
will be gravity discharged from the detention pond info an approximately 235 m long naturalized
channel leading to a release over an apron (installed above annual high-water mark) into the
Sauble River located south of the BESS facility. Water velocity will be controlled by gradient
and/or rip-rap. The detention pond will be monitored to maintain planned storage capacity and
will be designed in a manner that permits easy access for cleanout during construction and
operation phases. Oil/water separators will be required in the system in the event of a leak or spill.

Detailed Stormwater Management (SWM) is subject to review and approval by the MECP and
GSCA. The stormwater system and release to environment parameters will be consistent with the
Environmental Compliance Approval to be sought for these works.

2.1.4. 230 kV transmission line

The transmission line corridor will be 40 m in total width, which includes a 30 m wide permanent
easement and 30 m wide temporary construction area (15 m on the outer edge of both sides of
the permanent easement) as well as a temporary access road and a 625 m2 temporary
construction area for delivery of equipment. Neoen will require five structures: three steel
monopoles structures in a double-circuit configuration; and two steel A-frame gantries in a single
circuit configuration. The monopole structure will occupy a 3 x 3 m area while the A-frame ganftry
will occupy a 20 x 15 m areaq, transmission structures occupying a total of 627 m2. Typical
structures and cross-sections for the ROW are in Appendix A.

After Neoen's gantries, Hydro One will require 8 steel-lattice tower structures in a single-circuit
configuration to connect the fransmission lines to the existing B27S/B28S. These structures will
occupy a 2 x 2 m areaq, transmission structures occupying a total of 32 m2.

2.1.5. Maintenance area
The maintenance area includes:

= Operations and maintenance building (un-manned) adjacent to the BESS facility; and

= BESS facility site servicing including potable water tank, wastewater storage tank, two fire
water storage tanks, and fire hydrants.
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2.1.6. Site access

The BESS facility is accessed from the north by an approximately 230 m long site access road from
Concession 4 Arran. The road will be built up approximately 2 m from existing grade and be
approximately 40 m wide including ditch line on both sides.

The BESS facility and substation will also have permanent access from Grey Bruce Line and
temporary construction access from Concession 4 Arran, west of Sauble River, for the floodplain
compensation area construction and from Grey Bruce Line, south of Sauble River, for the
fransmission line construction. These access points and routes have yet to be determined.

2.1.7. Floodplain compensation area

The Project lies within the 100-year floodplain. An area to compensate for the floodplain loss will
be created (i.e., 14.19 ha) by excavating to design level, predominantly ranging from 0to 2 m
below current ground elevation, but reaching 4.2 m af the knoll,. The area will be integrated into
the existing lands the owner uses for agriculture (i.e., crop, pasture).

2.1.8. Internal roads and fill slopes

The BESS facility, stormwater detention pond, maintenance area, and substation will be
surrounded by a gravel yard that will be used as internal access across the site. This area will be
filled and graded above the current ground conditions (with engineered barrier between
existing ground and fill), leaving fill slopes that will be incorporated into the landscaping scheme.

2.2. Major activities
Maijor activities of the project include:

= Site preparation: including flagging construction area, topsoil and subsail stripping, earth
movement and grading, road construction and installing erosion control measures and the
perimeter fence.

= Construction of the BESS facility, substation, and tower assembly and erection: Project
equipment, e.g., battery containers, fransformers and tower steel is delivered via access
roads to the sites where it is assembled and put into place, many pieces of equipment being
liffed info position by crane.

= Conductor stringing: in two ways: slack stringing or tension stringing. Slack includes dragging
along the ground, tension includes use of a helicopter or pulling equipment.
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Testing and commissioning: testing equipment for proper operation before full
commissioning.

= Clean-up: Removal of all construction materials, replacement of topsoil and subsoil on
temporarily disturbed areas, seeding of cleared areas and stabilization of exposed soils
and/or areas of potential erosion.

=  BESS site and ROW maintenance: which may include weed and erosion monitoring and
woody plant material removal. The site is operated remotely; maintenance staff are to be
present during routine maintenance.

2.2.1. Decommissioning

Decommissioning of the Project at the end of its useful life would include the removal of BESS
equipment from the foundations, disconnection from the tfransmission system, and removal of site
infrastructure. The facilities would be decommissioned and dismantled, and the site would be
restored. Most of the Project components are recyclable, and the batteries, equipment, and
other materials will be recycled to the extent feasible to minimize disposal in landfills. A
Decommissioning Plan will be prepared in advance of decommissioning activities in accordance
with standard industry practices in place at the end of the project lifecycle and approvals
required at that fime will be secured.

In general, activities would include the following:

= Dismantling and removal of all aboveground equipment (e.g., battery enclosure units) and
excavation and removal of all underground cabling less than 1 meter below ground;

= Removal of fencing;

= Break up and removal of concrete pads and foundations;

= Scarification of compacted areas; and

= Seeding of disturbed areas with a seed mix requested by the landowner.

2.3. Alternatives to the undertaking

The Class EA for TF states that the recommendations of an independent agency (e.g., the IESO)
as part of a previous planning process will be accepted as a starting point for the Class EA
Process and the alternatives considered and rejected by that agency’s planning process will not
be revisited (Hydro One Network Inc., 2024). Therefore, the evaluation of alternatives to the
undertaking, including the ‘do nothing’ approach, is not required for this Class EA Screening. As
described above, the IESO has identified the need for new energy storage in the province,
evaluating several bid submissions from various proponents as part of the LT1-RFP process, and
the Project has been awarded a contract for the project.
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3. Engagement summary

As part of the Class EA for TF process, proponents must conduct consultation to “provide those
who may be interested in, or potentially affected by, the proposed project with timely and
adequate information and opportunities to participate in the planning process” and to “inform
and explain the approach to and value of the proposed project”.

Neoen has consulted extensively. Consultation for Tara BESS began in 2023, more than one year
prior to issuing Notice of Commencement of the Class EA for TF on November 25, 2024.

Consultation for Tara BESS was carried out in steps with MECP consultation principles for the Class
EA for TF. Neoen consulted on both the BESS and transmission facilities to ensure a complete
understanding of the project among consulted groups.

Consulted groups include: the Saugeen Ojibway Nation (representing the Saugeen First Nation
and Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation), the Métis Nation of Ontario’s Georgian Bay
Historic Métis Community, Elected Officials and staff from the Province of Ontario, Bruce County,
Grey County, the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, and the Township of Chatsworth, the Grey
Sauble Conservation Authority, landowners and occupants in the vicinity of the project, and the
Village of Tara.

Neoen employed a diverse mix of consultation methods and notification fechniques including
use of project notices, a project website, open houses, working groups, canvassing, phone,
e-mail, meetings, feedback forms, and delegations.

Neoen received feedback on a range of subject matter, including stormwater management,
floodplain, safety, community benefits, decommissioning, visual impacts, and noise. Neoen
provided detailed responses to all feedback and incorporated feedback where reasonable and
appropriate. A detailed summary of Neoen's consultation efforts, including what we heard, from
whom, when, and how we responded is outlined in the appended Consultation Record
(Appendix B).

Notice of Completion will be issued the week of June 16, 2025. A 30-day public comment period
will follow. Copies of the notice will be provided to the aforementioned consulted groups.

Neoen is confident it has satisfied the consultation requirements set out for proponents, provided
adequate opportunity for participation, and adequately represented feedback received to
date.
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4. Environmental assessment approach

The Class EA for TF requires an environmental inventory that considers Agriculture, Forestry,
Cultural Heritage, Human settlements, Mineral resources, Natural environment resources,
Recreational resources, and Visual resources (Hydro One Network Inc., 2024). Specific to this
project, this includes such things as inventory of:

= Areas of biological importance including migration corridors or areas supporting mobile
species;

= Species diversity and abundance and their habitats — species at risk or culturally important
species;

= Current level of both anthropogenic and natural (fire, flood, drought, etc.) disturbance
associated with vegetation and forest land;

= Riparian areas, shoreline, banks, current and future flood risk areas, wetland catchment
boundaries;

= Wetland class, ecological community type, functions, current level of disturbance,
abundance at local and regional scales;

= Current level and types of land use;

= Presence of heritage resources, for example artifacts or cultural landscapes.

The assessment was scoped by developing the Criteria and Indicators that will be used to predict
and quantify environmental impacts of the project. Scoping also includes identifying the survey
methods (e.g., desktop, field) and the spatial area over which information should be collected
and assessed. The assessment includes conducting studies, identifying potential interactions of
the Valued Components with the proposed Project, predicting the impact (qualitatively and/or
quantitative), developing mitigation and monitoring programs to manage those effects, and
evaluating the net environmental effects.

4.1. Scoping

4.1.1. Criteria and Indicators

The assessment is intfended to evaluate the biophysical and socio-cultural criteria addressed in
the 16 Class EA screening questions (Hydro One Network Inc., 2024).
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The screening questions allow for an environmental assessment process that is focused on those
environmental and social components that have the potential to inferact with Project activities
and components. As demonstrated in Table 4-1, eight (8) of the 16 screening questions were
answered with “no” interaction with the proposed Project, thereby screening these questions out
of consideration. Impacts on natural resources, social structure and demographics, community
services and facilities, access, and timber resources were screened out from further assessment
for the proposed Project due to the limited interaction with the Project works and/or activities.

Environmental effects expected from this proposed Project include:

= Soilimpacts including compaction, erosion, and sedimentation;
=  Change to surface runoff quantity, quality, and patterns;

= Noise emissions from BESS inverters and substation equipment;

= Potential forimpacts on agricultural resources;

= Pofential for wildlife habitat loss;

= Potential forimpacts on wildlife corridors and movement;

= Potential forimpacts on viewscape; and,

= Potential forimpacts on archaeological resources.

Table 4-1 summarizes criteria and indicators BBA has developed through consideration of the
project type, its potential interactions with the environment, and the environmental context. To
date, no additional criteria or indicators have been identified through consultation with
Indigenous Nations and communities, stakeholders, or the public. Engagement with Indigenous
Natfions and communities is continuing throughout the project development phase. Neoen will
refine and/or expand the criteria and indicators used in the assessment should an Indigenous
Nation or community identify one.

Professional judgement, the nature of the proposed Project, and BBA's understanding of the
environmental and social context of the area have been used to determine potential interaction
with the 16 criteria. A rationale has been provided for these interactions.

The criteria are not an exhaustive characterization and complexity of the environment, rather
these criteria, and indicators, are elements of the environment, specific to the screening criteria,
that are predicted to be most affected by the proposed Project.
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Table 4-1: The 16 screening criteria and EA Criteria and

Project

Tara BESS Project
Technical Report
Draft Class EA Environmental Study Report

Indicators used to evaluate the effects of the proposed

Screening Criteria Project
Will the Project... Interaction? Rationale Criteria and Sub-Criteria Indicators Measurement

Conflict with written
environmental goals,
objectives, plans, standards,
policy statements or guidelines
approved or adopted by the
Province of Ontario; municipal
government or local body
within an unorganized territory
as defined in the Municipal
Act, 2001 where the project is
to be located

Possibly

Have significant effects on Possibly
persons or property, including

lands zoned to permit

residential or other sensitive

land uses

Necessitate the ireversible
commitment of any significant
amount of non-renewable
resources, including Prime
Agricultural Lands, which
includes Specialty Crop Areas
(as defined in the Provincial
Planning Statement under the
Planning Act) and/or Canada
Land Inventory Classes 1, 2
and 3 lands

Possibly

Pre-empt the use, or potential No
use, of a significant natural
resource for any other purpose
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Examination of
environmental goals,
objectives, plans,
standards, policy
statements and
guidelines at the
provincial and
municipal level is
warranted

The Project crosses
various lands and land
uses.

The Project occurs on
and in the context of
agricultural land

The Project does not
pre-empft the use or
potential use of a
significant natural

resource; therefore, this

criteria has been

screened out of further

consideration

n/a

Land and Resource Use:
- Land use planning

- Parks and Protected Areas (Provincial
Parks, Regional Parks, Conservation
Reserves, Areas of Natural and
Scientific Interest

Property use and enjoyment
Recreation

Agricultural land base
Soil classes
Weeds

n/a

Change and conformance with land use
planning

Change to protected areas including:

- provincial parks and provincial nature
reserves;

- regional parks;
- conservation reserves;

- areas of natural and scientific interest
(earth and life science), including
candidate areas; and

- other ecologically sensitive areas.
Change to property use and enjoyment
considering:

- Traffic volumes and patterns;

- Noise (addressed under criteria e.2);
and

- Visuals (addressed under criteria j).
Changes to recreation considering:

- Proximity to areas of concern
associated with tourism and recreation
in the study area; and

- Proximity to recreational trails and

access points in the study area.
Change to agricultural land base
Change to soil classes

Change in type, abundance and
distribution of weed species

n/a

Qualitative assessment of current and
planned future land uses.

Qualitative assessment of changes
potentially required in land use policy and
planning.

The potential effects to protected areas
are measured quantitatively by
calculating the area affected by the
Project footprint, through the use of land
use mapping.

The potential effects are assessed
qualitatively through assessment of
change in traffic volume and pattern.

The potential effects are assessed
qualitatively and quantitatively through
assessment of change in environmental
conditions (e.g., noise, visual aesthetics)
and cultural and recreational values that
might change users’ experience.

Qualitative assessment of change to
recreatfional values within the area (e.g.,
recreational trails).

The potential effects to the agricultural
land base is measured quantitatively by
calculating the area affected by the
Project footprint, through the use of land
use mapping.

Quantitative assessment of change in soil

type and availability across the study
area.

Qualitative assessment of change in weed
type, abundance and distribution of
weed species across the study area.
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Screening Criteria Proj ect
i j

e.l Resultin a significant
detrimental effect on air
quality

e.2 Resultin a significant
detrimental effect on ambient
noise levels for adjacent areas

e.3 Resultin a significant
detrimental effect on water
quality

f.1  Cause significant interference
with the movement of any
resident or migratory wildlife
species, or their respective
habitats
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Possibly

Possibly

Possibly

The Project is not a
significant source of air
emission; therefore, this
criteria has been
screened out of further
consideration

The Project has noise
emitting equipment.

= The Project’s
stormwater
management
system discharges
intfo the Sauble
River.

= The Projectis
located within the
1:100 year
floodplain

= The Project could
affect groundwater
(e.g.. intercept
during construction;
alter groundwater
recharge)

The Project is within an
area used by wildlife
and further assessment
is warranted

Sound levels (during operation)

Water quality

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

Bats, Raptors, Migratory Birds

Amphibians and Reptiles

Wildlife breeding and nesting habitat
Wildlife movement corridors

Change in sound levels

Change in water quality

Wildlife presence and abundance:
- Bobolink, Eastern meadowlark
Wildlife movement

Important habitat features:

- Bobolink and Eastern meadowlark
breeding areas
- Bat maternity roost and hibernacula

Habitat availability considering:

- change to amount (ha) of wildlife
habitat in the study area and animal
use of available habitat.

Habitat quantity considering:

- change to amount (ha) of SAR critical
habitat in the study area.

Habitat distribution considering:

- change to spatial configuration of
habitat in the study areaq, including the
effects on wildlife movement and
habitat connectivity.

Quantitative assessment of change in
sound levels across the study area.

Qualitative assessment of change in water
quality across the study area.

Changes in habitat availability and
animal use are estimated quantitatively
by calculating the amount of different
types of suitable habitat for each criterion,
and qualitatively considering potential
changes in habitat use (e.g., avoidance
due to sensory disturbance).

Changes in habitat distribution, including
the effects on wildlife movement and
habitat connectivity, are estimated
qualitatively by examining changes to the
distribution of habitat patches within the
relevant criterion-specific study areas, and
considering potential barriers to
movement.
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BDE

Cause significant interference The project does not
with the movement of any have any works that
resident or migratory fish, or are a significant
their respective habitats interference to fish

movement; therefore,
this criterion has been
screened out of further
consideration

f.3  Cause significant intferference Possibly The Project is within an = Rare, Threatened or Endangered Species = Habitat availability considering: = Quantitative assessment of potential

with the movement of any area used by SAR and of Flora or Fauna or their Habitat - change to amount (ha) of SAR habitat changes to total area of habitat present,
resident or migratory species at further assessment is - Wildlife Species of Conservation in the study area and animal use of calculated and presented as absolute
risk (SAR), or their respective warranted Concern (SOCC) available habitat. (i.e.. area) and relative (e.g., percentage
habitats - Wildlife SAR - change to amount (ha) of rare plant chcm'ge?, as appropriate. .

_ Plant SAR community and wetlands. = Qualitative assessment of the quality of

: : Ce habitat available for SAR confirmed or
- Rare plants communities and wetlands | ®  Habitat quality considering: potentially present.

- change (qualitative) to the type and
condition of habitat available for
various life history stages of wildlife.

Distribution and connectivity assessed through
a qualitative assessment of changes to
distribution via direct and indirect changes in
= Distribution and connectivity considering: | habitarts.
- change (qualitative) to habitat
availability, including the effects on
wildlife movement and habitat

connectivity.
g Establish a precedent or No The Project relies on n/a n/a n/a
involve a new technology, established
either of which is likely to have technologies with
significant environmental proven applications
effects now or in the future and known
environmental
mitigation measures
therefore, this criterion
has been screened out
of further consideration.
h Be a pre-condition to the No This projectis not a pre- | n/a n/a n/a
implementation of another condition fo another
larger and more project that is subject
environmentally significant fo an Individual
project that is subject to an Environmental
Individual Environmental Assessment or
Assessment or Renewable Renewable Energy
Energy Approval that has not Approval.

yet been approved at the
issuance of the Notice of
Commencement of the
undertaking
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Likely generate significant In the context of Minor Potential indirect effects include:
secondary effects4, directly Transmission Facility « Indirect effects to wildlife presence,
caused by the proponent’s Class EA, ‘secondary abundance and movement through
activities, which will adversely effects’ are intended to direct effects to wildlife habitat
affect the environment mean ‘indirect effects’.

Indirect effects, or secondary effects, to each

Indirect effects, should of these values are discussed under Screening

there be any, will be

assessed under the Criteria f.1.
relevant Valued

Component, e.g.,

under wildlife (Q. f),

j Block pleasing views or Possibly The Project may affect | = Visual Aesthetics = Change to the visual landscape = Qualitative assessment of the change fo
significantly affect the views of sensitive considering: the visual landscape during operations
aesthetic image of the receptors in the area. ~  visibility of the Project; and and maintenance.
il Clize - visual contrast of the Project relative to

the existing landscape.

k Significantly change the social  No This project is situated in | n/a n/a n/a
structure or demographic a populated area with
characteristics of the similar industry (i.e.,
surrounding neighbourhood or fransmission lines) in the
community area. The project does

not lead to a significant
change in this factor;
therefore, this criterion
has been screened out
of further consideration.
Overtax existing community No The Project has limited n/a n/a n/a
services or facilities (e.g., requirements for
fransportation, water supply, municipal services.
sanitary and storm sewers, solid
waste disposal system, schools,
parks and/or care facilities);

m  Result in undesired or No The Project does not n/a n/a n/a
inappropriate access to lead to a significant
previously inaccessible areas change in this factor;

therefore, this criterion
has been screened out
of further consideration

n Create the removal of a No This Project does not n/a n/a n/a
significant amount of timber involve removal of a
resources significant amount of

fimber resources;
therefore, this criterion
has been screened out
of further consideration.

4The Environmental Assessment Branch intends ‘secondary effects’ fo mean ‘indirect effects’.
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Screening Criteria Project
Will the P i Interaction? Rationale Criteria and Sub-Criteria Indicators Measurement
ill the Projec

Result in significant effects to
natural heritage resources >

Result in significant effects to
cultural heritage resources
(which may include built
heritage resources, cultural
heritage landscapes, and/or
archaeological resources).
Significant effects to cultural
heritage resources are fo be
determined based on
technical, cultural heritage
studies prepared by qualified
persons

Possibly

Possibly

Significant wetland,
significant wildlife
habitat, significant
habitat of endangered
species and
threatened species,
and/or ANSI may occur
in the LSA.

The Project is within an
area with potential to
host cultural heritage
resources and further
assessment is
warranted

= Natural Heritage Resources

= Cultural Heritage Resources
- archaeological resources

- built heritage resources and cultural

heritage landscapes
- traditional knowledge

Significant wetland
Significant woodland
Significant valleylands

Significant habitat of endangered and
threatened species

Significant wildlife habitat

Significant waterbody

Significant areas of natural and scientific
interest

Change to archaeological resources
considering:

- number of archaeological sites in the
Project footprint;

- area (ha) of Project footprint with
archaeological potential; and

- number of archaeological sites where
archaeological assessment is
completed prior to Project
construction.

Change to built heritage resources and

cultural heritage landscapes considering:

- proximity of built heritage resources
and cultural heritage landscapes
identified in the study area; and

- proximity of known historical
cemeteries.

Quantitative assessment of potential
changes to total area of natural heritage
resources, calculated and presented as
absolute (i.e., area) and relative (e.g.,
percentage change), as appropriate.

Quantitative and qualitative assessment
of known archaeological sites, objects,
material, or physical features that may
have cultural heritage value or interest,
that are protected under the Ontario
Heritage Act.

Quantitative and qualitative assessment
of areas with archaeological potential.

Quantitative and qualitative assessment
of known and potential built heritage
resources and cultural heritage
landscapes.

5 Natural heritage features and areas: means features and areas, including significant wetlands, significant coastal wetlands, fish habitat, significant woodlands south and east of the Canadian Shield, significant valleylands south and east of the Canadian Shield,
significant habitat of endangered species and threatened species, significant wildlife habitat, and significant areas of natural and scientific interest, which are important for their environmental and social values as a legacy of the natural landscapes of an area.
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Finally, MECP provided additional factors for consideration in their acknowledgement letter for
receipt of Neoen's Notice of Class EA Commencement, including:

= Qualitative air quality assessment

4.1.2. Study Area

To adequately characterize the existing environment and predict impacts a Local Study Area
(LSA) has been developed for the purposes of this assessment. The LSA is defined as the project
footprint (the Project Disturbance Area or PDA), along with a 500 m bufferé. This area could
potentially be affected by the proposed Project and is considered sufficient to characterize the
biophysical and socio-cultural conditions.

A Regional Study Area (RSA) has been defined as a 5 km buffer around the proposed Project
and is considered the area over which cumulative effects could occur.

4.1.3. Information Sources
Existing condifions were established through primary and secondary data sources.

Primary data was collected through field work and consultation activities. BBA conducted noise,
vegetation, wildlife, and aquatic environment field studies in 2024. In addition, Neoen has
commissioned cultural heritage resource, geotechnical surveys, hydrogeological studies and an
agricultural impact assessment.

Desktop sources were collected from publicly available databases including natural heritage
resource databases and mapping tools, municipal websites, and government planning and
guidance documents.

4.2. Assessment

Criteria, indicators, and measurable parameters were developed to use for the analysis of the 16
screening criteria, including predicting and quantifying impacts and developing mitigation
measures (Table 4-1). Analysis was based on qualitative and/or quantitative predictions of
impacts anticipated to occur from construction or operation of the proposed Project.

6 The buffer is expanded to 1,500 m for analysis of aesthetics (acoustics and visuals)
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4.2.1. Net Effects

Net effects, or residual effects, are the effects that remain after application of mitigation
measures to prevent or limit negative effects or enhance positive effects. Net effects are
identified by first considering the effects that will occur from the Project (e.g., habitat clearing)
and the mitigation fo be implemented (e.g., post-construction reclamation). Net effects are
qualitatively characterized in terms of spatial (e.g., scale or magnitude) and temporal (e.g.,
frequency, amplitude, and duration) variables (Table 4-2).

Table 4-2: Net effects characterization definitions

Magnitude? Spatial Extent Temporal Consideration

Low Within PDA Short-term — effect occurs during construction phase

Medium-term — effect occurs during construction and/or operation

——— Within LSA but is does not persist beyond first few years of operation

Long-term — effect occurs during construction and/or operation and

High Within RSA persists into operations and thereafter

4.2.2. Cumulative Effects

Cumulative effects are net effects from past, current, and future projects interacting with net
effects of the proposed Project. Existing cumulative effects have been incorporated into
predicting and quantifying project effects by considering the project effects in context of the
‘damaged baseline’.

Cumulative effects predicted in the RSA are qualitatively characterized in terms of spatfial and
temporal variables.

5. Existing conditions

The following section describes the baseline conditions of the screening criteria in the LSA. In
accordance with Section 3.3.4 of the Class EA document (Hydro One Network Inc., 2024),
information for the factors with potential fo interact with the proposed Project (Table 4-1)) were
inventoried.

7 Intensity of an effect or degree of change from baseline conditions. These are quantitative to the extent possible, e.g.,
in reference to thresholds (ecological, regulatory, efc.).
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Desktop information for the inventory was obtained through published documents, government
agency resources databases and mapping tools, municipal websites, government planning and
guidance documents, and relevant project documents.

Primary data collection (field surveys and assessments; Development Land used as survey areaq)
undertaken for the proposed Project include:

Agricultural impact assessment

= Aquatic habitat assessment

= Breeding bird survey

= Breeding amphibian survey

= Batf acoustic monitoring

= Cultural heritage preliminary impacts assessment
= Ecological land classification and flora survey
=  Floodplain assessment

= Natural heritage feature survey

= Noise impact assessment

= Stage 1 archaeology assessment

=  Woodpecker cavity nest search

5.1. Land use planning

The Development Land lies within the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie. Land use planning and
development on the Development Land is guided by the Provincial Planning Statement, the
Municipality of Arran-Elderslie Zoning Bylaw, and the County of Bruce Official Plan. The GSCA has
responsibility in municipality land use planning as regards surface water.

5.1.1. Provincial Planning Statement

The Provincial Planning Statement provides overarching guidance and direction on land uses
within the province. Policy implementation is primarily through Official Plans of the upper tier
municipalities of the province (Ministry of Muncipal Affairs and Housing, 2024), with Official Plans
being implemented primarily through lower tier municipality zoning bylaws (or single-tier
municipality Official Plan and zoning bylaw, as the case may be). The proposed Project is
defined as “energy supply” (BESS) and “infrastructure” (transmission facilities) in the Provincial
Planning Statement (Ministry of Muncipal Affairs and Housing, 2024).
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Chapter 3.8 of the Provincial Planning Statement is relevant to energy supply and indicates that
“planning authorities should provide opportunities for development...to accommodate current
and projected needs” (Ministry of Muncipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 20)

Chapter 3 of the Provincial Planning Statement is relevant to infrastructure and can be
summarized as follows:

= Planning and protecting corridors and ROWs for infrastructure to meet current and projected
needs

= Preserving and reusing abandoned corridors for purposes that maintain the corridor’s
integrity and continuous linear characteristics wherever feasible

= Co-locating linear infrastructure is promoted where appropriate

Chapter 3.1 of the Provincial Planning Statement requires that when planning corridors and
ROWs for significant electricity transmission and infrastructure facilities that consideration be
given to resources managed under Chapter 4 of the Provincial Planning Statement, which
includes natural heritage, water, agriculture, minerals, petroleum, aggregate, cultural heritage
and archaeology. Effects to these resources are analyzed in Section 6 of this report.

Chapter 4 of the Provincial Planning Statement provides a range of objectives and restrictions to
manage resources; those relevant to the proposed Project can be summarized as follows:

= The natural heritage system, e.g., significant woodlands and wetlands, in Ecoregion éE will
be defined and their diversity, connectivity, and ecological function will be maintained,
restored, or improved. Development and site alteratfion shall not be permitted in significant
wetlands, while it may occur in significant woodlands or wildlife habitat, or adjacent lands,
that would have a negative impact on the heritage system component or its ecological
function unless it is demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts.

=  Watersheds are an ecologically meaningful scale to consider cumulative impacts.

= Identifying and maintaining linkages and function among surface and ground waters and
restricting development and site alteration in and around sensitive surface and ground
water features, and implementing mitigation, as needed, to protect, improve or restore
features and/or their function.
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Prime agricultural areass are intfended for agricultural use, however development and site
alteration of land is permissible provided the land is not a specialty crop area, minimum
distance separation requirements are met (as applicable), need has been demonstrated,

and alternative locations have been evaluated, with preference being to avoid prime
agricultural areas or site in lower priority prime agricultural lands, and to conduct an
agricultural impact assessment.

= Archaeological, or areas of high potential, and cultural heritage resources (built heritage
and cultural heritage landscapes) will be conserved

5.1.2. Municipality of Arran-Elderslie / Bruce County

The Bruce County Official Plan provides guidance and direction for how the land in the County
should be used by delineating lands into distinct land use areas and developing policy direction
for each of those areas. The portion of the Development Land north of Sauble River is located
within lands designated as ‘Agricultural Areas’ and south of the Sauble River on lands designated
as ‘Rural Area’ (County of Bruce, 2024). Lands designated as ‘Agricultural Areas’ and ‘Rural
Area’ (County of Bruce, 2024) and 'Agricultural’ and ‘Hazard Lands’ (County of Grey, 2024) are
found within the LSA. Permitted uses in ‘Agricultural Areas’ include agriculture, agriculture-related
uses, limited on-farm diversified uses, pits, asphalt plants, schools, churches, cemeteries, garden
suite and additional residential units. ‘Rural Area’ permits non-farm residential and seasonal
residential uses, in addition to the uses specified for 'Agricultural Areas’. Aside from hydroelectric
facilities, the Bruce County Official Plan does not specify what land use designation(s) ufilities can
be built within. Section 4.7.4 of the Official Plan addresses major utilities, the category of land use
the proposed Project would fall under. This section implies that the only land and buildings used
for executive or administrative purposes would be subject to the Plan, however the Plan only
discusses lines, but does not appear to address other facilities that comprise a major utility, e.g.,
substation or BESS (County of Bruce, 2010, pp. 42-43). The plan only considers major ufilities
undertaken by Hydro One or Ontario Power Generation.

8 Prime agricultural areas are areas that have been designated by planning authorities and are where Prime agricultural
land predominates, and includes associated Canada Land Inventory Class 4 to 7 lands (Ministry of Muncipal Affairs and
Housing, 2024, p. 26). Prime agricultural land meaning ‘specialty crop areas’ and/ Canada Land Inventory Class 1, 2, and
3 lands (Ministry of Muncipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 49).
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The Municipality of Arran-Elderslie Zoning Bylaw provides the policy direction to implement the
Official Plan. The proposed Project is situated on General Agriculture (A1) and Environmental
Protection (EP) zoned lands (County of Bruce, 2024). The Zoning Bylaw indicates that electric
facilities are permitted uses in any land use zone, height restrictions indicated in any land use
zone do not apply to electric transmission towers, and dwellings are not permitted to be built
within 30 m of 240+ kV fransmission line corridors (County of Bruce, 2019, p. 33). The EP zone is
associated with the GSCA's regulated area (Section 5.1.3).

At the request of the Municipality, Neoen is submitting an Official Plan amendment and Zoning
Bylaw amendment fo revise the land use and zoning designation to specifically allow for BESS
use.

5.1.3. Grey Sauble Conservation Authority

A portion of the proposed Project lies within the GSCA’s regulated area. Proposed developments
must receive approval from the GSCA if they will occur within their regulated area. Neoen will
require approval from this authority to construct within this regulated area.

5.1.4. Parks and protected areas

There are no parks or protected areas within the LSA.

5.2. Residential or sensitive land uses

5.2.1. Property use and enjoyment

There are six rural properties with dwellings within the 500 m biophysical LSA, including four
dwellings to northwest of the proposed Project and two to the northeast. Two of the properties
are accessed via Grey Bruce Line, while the four others are accessed via Concession 4.

5.2.2. Recreation

No recreation features (e.g., parks, trails, golf courses, cottages, major waterways, efc.) or
recreational activities (e.g., canoeing, hiking, fishing, hunting) occur in the LSA.
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5.3. Non-renewable resource use

This factor considers agricultural production and associated practices through analysis of prime
agricultural lands?; which includes consideration of Prime Agricultural Area ', Specialty Crop
Area !, and the capability of the land for agricultural production (i.e., Canada Land Inventory
(CLl) Class).

5.3.1. Agricultural land base

Municipalities may evaluate their land base and define Prime Agricultural Areas. The County of
Bruce has identified current and potential Prime Agricultural Areas (County of Bruce Planning &
Development, 2020). The proposed Project lies upon lands identified as Prime Agricultural Area.

According to the Agricultural Impact Assessment conducted for the project, crop production
occurs in the northeastern portion of Lot 36 (soybean in 2024), the north-central portion
containing a barn and yard (for cattle) and a round-pen and run-in shelter (for horses), and the
remainder of the Lot being comprised of pasture, woodland, wetland, and Sauble River.

The Agricultural Impact Assessment concluded that these agricultural uses are typical within the
LSA (crop production and livestock), that no specialty crop production occurs on Lot 36 or
anywhere else within the LSA and no supportive agricultural uses/facilities occur within the LSA.

There are no known soil or groundwater contamination events within the LSA, and no known
storage tanks (above- or under-ground) within or near the PDA.

5.3.2. Soil classes

The proposed Project’s PDA predominantly lies upon Chesley soils, although some components
of the fransmission line, e.g., structures, may occur within bottomland and muck soils. Soil types
available within the LSA, as well as some of their physical properties and their capability to
support agriculture (i.e., CLI rank) are summarized in Table 5-1.

? The PPS defines Prime Agricultural Land as Specialty Crop Area and/or Canada Land Inventory Class 1, 2, and 3 lands. .s
are a designated land zone in Municipal planning documents; distinct from a general ‘Agriculture’ zone. These lands are
designated based on soil class to support agriculture (e.g., Class 1), in addition to other factors.

10 The PPS defines Prime Agricultural Area as areas where prime agricultural lands predominate, including associated
Canada Land Inventory Class 4 to 7 lands. The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA) has mapped these
areas within the Greenbelt and Greater Golden Horseshoe. These areas may be shown on Official Plans, across Ontario,
as well as within the Greenbelt and Greater Golden Horseshoe.

" The PPS defines Specialty Crop Area as designated areas where specialty crops use (e.g., fruit, vegetable, or
greenhouse crops) predominates. These areas are designated by the upper and/or lower tier municipality using
provincial guidelines and .
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Table 5-1: Summary description of soil types found within the LSA

Soil Type

Soil Characteristic
B°“(‘;Z‘L';'"d Burford (BUF) Chesley (CLY) Kemble (KMB) Muck (ZMK)

Classification Gleyed Melanic Orthic Gray Orthic Humic Gleyed Eluviated Terric Humisol
Brunisol Brown Luvisol Gleysol Melanic Brunisol
Parent Material Fluvial Glaciofluvial Lacustrine Till (morainal) Undlggsmfted
Profile/depth (cm) g ) g : g g g ; 0-99 (organic) /
(topsoil/subsoil) 0-19 /19-42 0-22 / 22-50 0-30 / 30-39 0-22 / 22-38 99149
Texture (topsoil) Loam, silt loam Loam Silty clay loam Silty clay Organic
Drainage Class Imdprgir;eecgly Well drained Poorly drained Imdprgir;eecdﬂy Vzrzjﬁ%odrly
Capability for 5 9 9 ! organic

Agriculture (CLI)

5.3.3. Weeds

To date weeds have not been observed in the PDA.

5.4. Air quality

Air quality in the RSA is affected by motorists, farming activities and equipment, and forest fires.
No air quality monitoring occurs, within the RSA, the closest station being Tiverton (monitoring
ozone and fine partficulate matter) approximately 40 km southwest of the proposed Project. The
region has had twelve air quality advisories between 2015 to 2024 (Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks, 2024).

5.5. Noise

The proposed Project is located on an agricultural field in the context of fields interspersed with
woodlands, rural residences, local roads and highway. Dominant noise sources are natural
sounds, road noise, and farming activities.

Receptors in the area include landowners and wildlife. There are 9 receptors within 1,500 m (the
noise- and visuals-specific LSA). Receptors are all dwellings, no land or water-based recreational
receptor locations are identified within 1,500 m. Six of those residential receptors are within 500m.
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Ambient sound levels were measured at two locations within the LSA, to the west of the dwelling
in the land subdivided from Lot 36 and just south of the Grey Bruce Line and Concession 4
intersection to support the Noise Impact Assessment conducted for the project. Daytime sound
levels average 46 dBA and é4 dBA at the monitoring locations, respectively while nighttime
sound levels average 45 and 58 dBA at the respective monitoring locations.

See Noise Impact Assessment (Appendix C) for more detail.

5.6. Water quality

The LSA lies within the Arran Drumlin Field physiographic region. A majority of wells obtain
groundwater from bedrock aquifers, while overburden aquifers can occur in the Arran Drumlin
Field, for example to the southwest of Tara (Waterloo Hydrogeologic, Inc., 2003). Within Arran-
Elderslie, wells completed in overburden range between 5 to 102 m deep and wells completed
within bedrock range between 6 to 133 m deep, with yields ranging from 0.3 to 9.1 and 0.8 to
45.7 L/min, respectively (AECOM, 2012).

Four wells are found within the LSA (Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks, 2025):

= WellID 2511737, 280 m northeast (45.7 m deep, domestic use, 1991)

= WellID 2502388, 375 m northeast (15.5 m deep, domestic and livestock use, 1953)
= WellID 1409515, 270 m northwest (47.9 m deep, domestic use)

= WellID 7154535, 360 m northwest (43.3 m deep, domestic use)

The proposed Project is located within the Grey Sauble Source Protection Administrative Area
(Ministry of Environment, Climate and Parks, 2024). No intake protection zones or wellhead
protection areas are found within the LSA. Escherichia coli (E. coli) is a naturally occurring
bacteria present in the digestive systems and feces of animals, including cattle. Since the LSA is
outside of any intake protection zone, no data on E.coli is available, however ranching occurs
within the LSA and is a potential source of E.coli. A highly vulnerable aquifer (score 6) is found in
the southeast portion of the LSA (Figure 4); the southern half of the PDA occurring within bounds
of this aquifer (Saugeen Conservation and Grey Sauble Conservation, 2015). A significant
groundwater recharge area (vulnerability ranks 4 and 6) roughly bisects the LSA north-south and
is adjacent to a portion of the Sauble River stretch found within the LSA (Figure 4); a portion of the
PDA occurring within bounds of this recharge area (Ministry of Environment, Climate and Parks,
2024).
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Southern Ontario features a mix of confined and unconfined aquifer systems, typically consisting
of glacial fill, sand, and gravel deposits overlying fractured bedrock aquifers. This region is
dominated by fill parent material (low hydraulic conductivity) with sand plains and glaciofluvial
sand deposits (higher hydraulic conductivity) (Waterloo Hydrogeologic, Inc., 2003).

According to available data from Geology Ontario, the depth to the water table in the LSA
ranges from 0.4 to 24 meters, with an average of approximately 7 meters, depending on surface
topography. Across the County, most wells obtain groundwater from bedrock aquifers, however
groundwater is obtained from overburden in some locations, e.g., Tara Moraines, Willscroft
Moraine (Waterloo Hydrogeologic, Inc., 2003) and of interest to the proposed Project, the area
between Dobbinton and Tara has low overburden thickness and is designated as highly
vulnerable aquifer (Saugeen Conservation and Grey Sauble Conservation, 2015).

A comprehensive geotechnical and hydrogeological field investigation was carried out on-site in
2025 (Appendix D). This program included 56 boreholes and test pits drilled within the PDA
providing detailed data on soil stratigraphy and the hydraulic properties of the overburden and
shallow bedrock. Three distinct geological layers were identified across the site, comprising two
main types of aquifers:

= Surficial unconfined aquifer: Composed of unconsolidated sand and silt deposits with low
permeability.

= Silt/clay confining layer: Functions as an aquitard, restricting vertical movement of surface
water and potential contaminants between the surface and deeper aquifer.

= Deep confined/semi-confined aquifer: Comprised of sand, gravel, and fractured rock with
moderate to high hydraulic conductivity.

The surficial aquifer has a thickness ranging from approximately 0.5 to 3.3 m across the site and is
characterized by low to moderate hydraulic conductivity. Groundwater levels throughout the
site are shallow, generally ranging from 0 to 1 m below ground surface. In contrast, the deeper
aquifer exhibits moderate to high hydraulic conductivity and is considered a likely source of
potable water for nearby residents. Groundwater within this deeper unit generally flows from
northeast (NE) to southwest (SW).

Separating the two aquifers is a silt/clay layer that varies in thickness from 0 o 10.7 m, with values
between 3 and 10 m near the proposed BESS/substation location. Near the centre of the site,
close to the river, this layer becomes disconfinuous within a localized and confined zone. Despite
this discontinuity, the layer exhibits low hydraulic conductivity and generally acts as an effective
barrier against downward contaminant migration from the surface.
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5.7. Wildlife and wildlife habitat

The region is a mosaic of young forest, older remnant forest, agricultural lands, remnant tallgrass
prairie, urban areas, and road and other linear infrastructure. Much of the original forest cover
and grassland has been cleared for cultivation and settlement; consequently, contiguous,
extensive forest tfracts are relatively uncommon. Common forests are sugar maple- yellow birch-
hemlock-white pine mixed woodlots with coniferous white spruce-balsam fir and black spruce-
tamarack on saturated soils. Forest communities on well-drained soils are typically dominated by
sugar maple and beech, other tree species including basswood, bur oak, red ash, red maple,
red oak, white ash, white oak and yellow birch may also be found. Coniferous species found
within the tolerant hardwood types include balsam fir, eastern hemlock and eastern white pine.
Black cherry, butternut and ironwood, also occur on upland sites, but are scattered and rarely
abundant. Species found on slightly moister, cooler sites include black ash, blue-beech, eastern
white cedar, green ash, silver maple, slippery elm and white elm. Balsam poplar, cottonwood,
large-toothed aspen and trembling aspen are widespread, occurring within young, successional
forests, and usually at the ecotones (interface) between fields or meadows and more mature
phases of forest growth.

Wildlife typical of the area includes beaver, black bear, Canada lynx, coyote, deer, mouse,
eastern chipmunk, eastern cottontail, ermine, gray squirrel, fisher, long-tailed weasel, masked
shrew, meadow vole, mink, muskrat, northern flying squirrel, northern short-tailed shrew,
porcupine, raccoon, red fox, red squirrel, river ofter, snowshoe hare, star-nosed mole, striped
skunk, white-footed mouse, white-tailed deer and woodchuck. Birds common to the area
include blackburnian warbler, black-throated blue warbler, chestnut-sided warbler, common
merganser, common raven, dark-eyed junco, evening grosbeak finch, golden-crowned kinglef,
hermit thrush, magnolia warbler, northern goshawk, olive-sided flycatcher, Philadelphia vireo,
pine siskin finch, purple finch, red- breasted merganser, red crossbill, ruby-crowned kinglet,
Swainson’s thrush, yellow-bellied flycatcher, yellow-rumped warbler and yellow-bellied
sapsucker. Herptiles that can be found in the area include American toad, Blanding's turtle,
eastern milksnake, garter snake, green frog, gray treefrog, massasauga, northern leopard frog,
gueensnake, ribbon snake, snapping furtle, spring peeper, spotted furtle, western chorus frog
and wood frog. The RSA supports a wide range of wildlife and wildlife habitat, including that of
Species at Risk (SAR) and Species of Conservation Concern (SOCC).

Due to their ecological and/or cultural importance and potential interaction with the proposed
Project, Neoen has focused on the following faxonomic groups and/or wildlife species for the
purpose of assessment, as they provide an ability to understand impacts to wildlife generally and
mitigation applied to these taxonomic groups/wildlife species will limit impacts to the broad
range of wildlife and habitat occurring in the LSA:
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Bats (eastern red bat (SAR-endangered), eastern small-footed myotis (SAR-endangered),
hoary bat (SAR-endangered), little brown myotis (SAR-endangered), silver-haired bat (SAR-
endangered), fri-colored bat (SAR-endangered))

= Birds (eastern meadowlark (SAR-threatened), eastern wood-pewee (SOCC-special
concern), and red-headed woodpecker (SAR-endangered))

= Herpfiles (green frog, northern leopard frog, snapping turtle (SOCC-special concern), spring
peeper, and wood frog)

A natural heritage and constraints assessment was conducted for the project (Appendix E).

5.7.1. Ecological Land Classification

Ontario’s Ecological Land Classification (ELC) framework is organized into six classification units,
each helping the researcher identify landscapes. Hierarchically nested levels, from largest to
smallest, are as follows: ecozone, ecoregion, ecodistrict, ecosection, ecosite and finally
ecoelement, which includes vegetation and substrate type (or alternate terminology Site Region,
System, Community Class, Community Series, Ecosite, Vegetation Type (Ministry of Natural
Resources, 1998)). Ecosites provide a good basis for environmental planning, more detailed
classification to ecoelement scale may be useful to develop understanding of, for example a
special management concern or rare species habitat availability in the survey area.

The proposed Project is within the Mount Forest (6E-5) ecodistrict, within the Lake Simcoe -
Rideau ecoregion of the Mixedwood Plains ecozone.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forests has delineated ecosites across southern Ontario
(Ministry of Natural Resources and Forests, 2023); this mapping has been used as baseline
mapping of ELC (to community series level) present within the LSA (Table 5-2). Review of imagery
was used to categorize units that were undifferentiated in the provincial analysis. Field survey to
validate ecosite delineation and classification, as well as identify ecosite classification in areas of
interest (e.g., habitat that supports rare species) was performed in summer, 2024 (see Appendix
E).

Agricultural lands, deciduous forest, deciduous swamp, and meadow marsh are found within the
LSA (Table 5-2; Figure 5).
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Table 5-2: Community series / ecosites within the LSA

Area in the LSA cover

ELC (community class, series, ecosite)

LSA (ha) (%)
(Weilands e e
Swamps 16.60 6%
Deciduous swamp (green ash) 9.66
Deciduous Swamp (Undifferentiated) 6.42
Thicket swamp 0.53
Marshes 4.23 2%
Meadow marsh (reed canary grass) 3.31
Meadow Marsh (Undifferentiated) 0.92
uplona Communites
Deciduous Forest 19.16 7%
Deciduous Forest (Sugar Maple-Black Cherry) 2.56
Deciduous Forest (Trembling Aspen) 0.73
Deciduous Forest (Undifferentiated) 15.87
Cultural 205.70 77%
Plantation (hawthorn-green ash) 0.31
Hedgerow 1.44
Agriculture - crop 140.44
Agriculture - pasture 63.51

openvater

Buil-up area - impervious sy 7R

TOTAL 267.94
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5.7.2. Bats

Big brown bats, eastern red bats, eastern small-footed bats, hoary bats, little brown myotis,
northern long-eared myotis, silver-haired bats, and fri-colored bats occur in Ontario (Layng, et al.,
2019). Big brown bat and hoary bat may be the most represented species in the LSA due to the
geographic location of the project and dominant habitat type (open agricultural areas)
(Rodriguez, 2007). Wooded habitat types in this area provide potential foraging and roosting
habitat for all the bat species. Acoustic bat detection surveys were conducted in relatfion to the
proposed Project, targeting woodland in proximity to the PDA to assess the suitability for bat
maternity roosting habitat (see Natural Heritage Assessment, Appendix E). Big brown bat, eastern
small-footed bat, eastern red bat, hoary bat, little brown myotis, silver-haired bat, and tri-colored
bats were detected (as well as undifferentiated myotis species) during acoustic monitoring
conducted for the project between June and August, 2024. The little brown myotis and big
brown bat were the most detected species!? (31% and 29% of all detections, respectively),
undifferentiated myotis species (15% of all detections) and hoary bat (13% of all detections) also
accounting for many bat detections. No bat hibernacula are known to occur within the LSA.
Average commuting distance of bat species between foraging and roosting habitat in
agriculture dominated landscapes in Ontario is approximately 3 kilometers (Monck-Whipp,
Martin, Francis, & Fahrig, 2018).

As eastern red bat, eastern small-footed bat, hoary bat, little brown myotis, silver-haired bat, and
tri-colored bat are SAR species, they are also addressed in Section 5.8 (Rare species) and Section
5.11.2 (Significant Wildlife Habitat).

Key habitat of interest includes maternity roosts (all the species use frees as maternity roosts),
nursery colonies and overwintering habitat. Eastern red bats roost singularly in large deciduous
frees in low-density stands, hoary bats roost singularly in foliage, and silver-haired bats roost alone
or in small groups in deep tree crevasses or behind loose bark of large frees (e.g., eastern white
pine) (Layng, et al., 2019). Big brown bats prefer roosting in buildings but can also be found in
hollow frees or under bark (Gerson, 1984).

5.7.3. Birds

Approximately 345 bird species are found in the area (Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 2025),
approximately 171 of which are documented as breeding in the area (Cartwight, 2013). Neoen
observed 65 bird species during breeding bird surveys conducted in relation to the proposed
Project, including two SAR species (eastern meadowlark and red-headed woodpecker) and two
(2) SOCC species (barn swallow and eastern wood-pewee) (see Natural Heritage Assessment,
Appendix E). Most commonly observed were red-winged blackbird, followed by observations of

12 Inferences about abundance based on acoustic detection may not be reliable (Layng, et al., 2019).
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cliff swallow, common grackle, European starling, Savannah sparrow, song sparrow, and yellow
warbler. All species, aside from great blue heron, great egret, herring gull, and ring-billed gull
could potentially be breeding within the vicinity of the PDA, however no breeding or signs of
breeding were recorded during breeding bird surveys.

Breeding in the area occurs between March 15 to September 12 (Figure 6), with at least 20% or
more of species breeding between April 21 and August 2, and peak breeding between
approximately May 23 to July 13 (Rousseu & Drolet, 2015).

Tara BESS Project Breeding Bird Period

% of species
=0% =»20% =40% =>60% =80%

[ [T ——

March April May June July August
Ecodistricts (#s of Species)152025 | 0510152025 | 0510152025 | 0510152025 | 0510152025 | 0510152025 | 0510
Georgian Bay South (177) ([T TR I T

Figure é: Breeding bird season in Georgian Bay South Ecodistrict

5.7.4. Herptiles

Eastern garter snake, norther leopard frog and western chorus frog have been documented on
iNaturalist, within the LSA near the wetland south of Grey Road 16 (iNaturalist, 2024). Green frog,
midland painted furtle, northern leopard frog, red-spotted newt, snapping furtle, spring peeper,
western chorus frog, and wood frog have been documented on the Ontario reptile and
amphibian aftlas, square 17MK92 (Ontario Natfure, 2019). Green frog was the only species heard
calling during amphibian breeding surveys conducted for the project; tadpoles also being
observed in one of the Sauble River tributaries found in the LSA (Appendix E). Northern leopard
frog and snapping turtle were observed during other surveys conducted for the project. The
treed swamps in the LSA provide suitable habitat for spring peeper and wood frog breeding.

5.8. Rare species

The Endangered Species Act (2007) applies to all private and public land in Ontario under
provincial jurisdiction. The PDA is located on private land therefore, it falls under provincial
legislation. The Ontario Species at Risk Act lists rare species and ranks them based on their
conservation rank. Species of Conservation Concern (SOCC) are species ranked as ‘special
concern’. These species are identified as being under pressure of becoming endangered or
threatened; or becoming a SAR (i.e., an endangered- or threatened-ranked species); SAR are at
risk of becoming extinct or extfirpated from a defined area. SAR have habitat and species
protections through the Act, while all rare species have best management practices to limit or
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prevent impact on the species or their habitaft, including identifying significant wildlife habitat for
SOCC and SAR within the LSA.

The Provincial Planning Statement states that development and site alteration may be permitted
in endangered and threatened 3 species’ habitat except in accordance with provincial and
federal requirements, e.g., Overall Benefit Permit. Endangered and threatened species habitat
as defined by the Endangered Species Act means: “area on which the species depends, directly
or indirectly, to carry on its life processes, including life processes such as reproduction, rearing,
hibernation, migration or feeding. Habitat also includes places in the area that are used by
members of the species (regulated or non-regulated species) as dens, nests, hibernacula or
other residences”. Some species have specific habitat defined under regulation pursuant fo the
Endangered Species Act.

Rare species that may occurin the area are presented in Table 5-314. A cursory review of species
habitat preference and known occurrences has been conducted to identify species more likely
to occur in the areaq; these have been highlighted with bold, blue text.

Table 5-3: Federally and provincially listed species that may occur in the area

_ Ontario Endangered Species Act Canada Species at Risk Act

American badger Endangered Special Concern

Eastern red bat Endangered N/A

Eastern small-footed bat Endangered N/A

Hoary bat Endangered N/A

Little brown bat Endangered Endangered

Northern long-eared bat Endangered Endangered

Silver-haired bat Endangered N/A

Tri-coloured bat Endangered Endangered
g5

Bald eagle Special Concern N/A

Bank swallow Threatened Threatened

Barn swallow Special Concern Threatened

13 As identified on the Species at Risk in Ontario List

14 This list is indicative. Some species may be added or deleted based upon habitat availability in the project areq,
particularly in relation to plant species. The list has been prepared through review of “Species at risk in Ontario” (Ministry of
Environment and Energy, 2024), “Species at risk public registry” (Environment Canada, 2024), and “Watershed
characterization. Approved assessment report for the Grey Sauble Source Protection Area” (Saugeen Conservation and
Grey Sauble Conservation, 2015). Based on land ownership and the respective species at risk Acts, only endangered or
threatened rank species under the provincial legislation are afforded regulatory protection in relation to the Project.
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_ Ontario Endangered Species Act Canada Species at Risk Act

Bobolink

Canada warbler
Cerulean warbler
Chimney swift
Common nighthawk
Eastern meadowlark
Eastern wood-pewee
Evening grosbeak
Golden-winged warbler
Grasshopper sparrow
Henslow’s sparrow
Loggerhead shrike
Louisiana waterthrush
Northern bobwhite
Olive-sided flycatcher
Peregrine falcon
Prothonotary warbler
Red-headed woodpecker
Short-eared owl
Whip-poor-will

Wood thrush

Yellow breasted chat

Threatened
Special Concern
Threatened
Threatened
Special Concern
Threatened
Special Concern
Special Concern
Special Concern
Special Concern
Endangered
Endangered
Threatened
Endangered
Special Concern
Special Concern
Endangered
Endangered
Threatened
Special Concern
Special Concern

Special Concern

Threatened
Threatened
Endangered
Threatened
Threatened
Threatened
Special Concern
Special Concern
Threatened
Special Concern
Endangered
Endangered
Threatened
Endangered
Threatened
Special Concern
Endangered
Endangered
Special Concern
Threatened
Threatened

Special Concern

Amphibians and Reptiles
Blanding'’s furtle

Butler's gartersnake

Common snapping turtle

Eastern musk turtle (stinkpot)
Eastern milksnake

Eastern ribbonsnake

Jefferson salamander
Massasauga

Midland (northern) painted turtle

Northern (common) map turtle
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Special Concern
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Special Concern
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Endangered
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Endangered
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Special Concern
Special Concern
Endangered
Endangered
Special Concern

Special Concern

Page 45



Technical Report
Draft Class EA Environmental Study Report

. . . Tara BESS Project
2 ]

_ Ontario Endangered Species Act Canada Species at Risk Act

Queensnake Endangered Endangered
Spiny softshell Endangered Endangered
Spotted turtle Endangered Endangered
Western (midland) chorus frog N/A Threatened
Wood turtle Endangered Threatened

American chestnut Endangered Endangered
American columbo Endangered Endangered
American ginseng Endangered Endangered
Black ash Endangered N/A

Blue ash Threatened Threatened
Butternut Endangered Endangered
Eastern prairie fringed-orchid Endangered Endangered
False hop sedge Endangered Endangered
Flooded jellyskin Threatened Threatened
Gattinger’s agalinis Endangered Endangered
Large whorled pogonia Endangered Endangered
Small white lady’s-slippers Endangered Threatened
Smooth yellow false foxglove N/A Threatened
Wood poppy Endangered Endangered

SAR species observations that have been recorded with MECP in the LSA (NHIC query areas!) in

the LSA include:

= Bobolink

= Eastern meadowlark

= Eastern wood-pewee
= Midland painted furtle
= Upland sandpiper

= Western chorus frog

15 Rectangle bounded by 17MK?022 in NW corner and 17MK9220 in SE corner
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The assessment has been focused upon eight rare vertebrate species based on consideration of

the likelihood of SOCC and SAR species habitat occurrence within the LSA (based on the biology
of the species, the results of field investigations (see Appendix E) and the project interaction with

the environment.

= Barn swallow (SOCC-special concern)

Eastern meadowlark (SAR-threatened)

= Easternred bat (SAR-endangered)

= Eastern small-footed myotis (SAR-endangered)
= Eastern wood-pewee (SOCC-special concern)
= Hoary bat (SAR-endangered)

= Liftle brown myotis (SAR-endangered)

= Silver-haired bat (SAR-endangered)

= Snapping furtle (SOCC-special concern)

= Red-headed woodpecker (SAR-endangered)
= Tri-colored bat (SAR-endangered)

These rare species along with their respective habitat preference and occurrence within the LSA,
are summarized in the following sections.

5.8.1. Wildlife species of conservation concern
Barn swallow

Barn swallow was observed foraging during field surveys. Barn swallow predominantly build their
nests on human-made structures (e.g. open structures with ledges); suitable habitat is expected
to occur within the LSA.

Eastern wood-pewee

Five pairs of eastern wood-pewee were observed during breeding bird surveys. Eastern wood-
pewee are typically found in the mid-canopy layer of forest clearings and edge of deciduous
and mixed forest; suitable habitat is expected to occur within the LSA.

Snapping turtle

Snapping turtles were observed in the Sauble River and adjacent uplands during field surveys,
including nesting in crop fields north of the river. Snapping turtles prefer shallow waters and
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during nesting season, females travel up nearby upland areas searching for suitable nesting sites
(e.g.. gravelly or sandy areas). Suitable habitat is expected to occur within the LSA, however
nests are not expected to be successful due to crop activities.

5.8.2. Wildlife species at risk

Bats (eastern red bat, eastern small-footed myotis, hoary bat, little brown
myotis, silver-haired bat, tri-colored bat)

All the rare bat species (and unconfirmed myotis species) were detected during acoustic surveys
conducted in relation to the proposed Project. Eastern small-footed bat and tri-colored bat are
predicted to be using land in and around the PDA for foraging, no roosting being expected (see
Appendix E, Section 3.6). In addifion to foraging, littfle brown myotis may be using freed swamp
and cultural woodland habitat types for roosting in light of analysing their call behaviour (see
Appendix E, Section 3.6); this species typically roosts in deciduous frees (Layng, et al., 2019). Bat
monitoring and habitat distribution analysis conducted in the area related to other projects
indicates there is potential for all these bat species to use the forested habitat types for roosting
(Rodriguez, 2007), however tri-colored bat typically roost close to foraging habitat (aquatic
areas, partficularly large water bodies) (Golder Associates Ltd., 2021), which are not found in the
LSA.

Eastern meadowlark

Eastern meadowlark were observed throughout the pasture areas found in Lot 36. At least five (5)
singing males were observed and based upon this behaviour, season, and habitat conditions,
eastern meadowlark are considered to be breeding in this areaé. Eastern meadowlark prefer
native grasslands, pastures and savannahs but will use other grassiand habitat, e.g., hayfields,
meadows. Eastern meadowlark habitat is found in the LSA in the agriculture-pasture ecosite,
accounting for 63.58 hectares (24%) of the LSA.

Red-headed woodpecker

Red-headed woodpecker were observed in the western and southwestern portions of Lot 36 and
are presumed to be nesting in this area. Red-headed woodpecker breed in a variety of habitat
types including woodlands, farmland, forest edges and roadsides. Typically, they create their
own nest cavities in dead trees (or dead, decadent parts of live frees). Thirteen (13) cavity frees
potentially suitable for nesting were recorded during the cavity search survey. Two (2) of the trees

16 Based on similar habitat requirements, bobolink may also occur although they were not observed during breeding bird
surveys.
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had woodpecker nest holes (species unconfirmed), the remainder being created through
damage (e.g., broken branches).

5.8.3. Plant species at risk

Ontario tracks several rare plant species. American ginseng, black ash, butternut, and eastern
prairie fringed orchid being plant SAR (all Endangered rank) species with potential to occurin the
LSA.

A total of 167 vascular plant species were identified during field surveys of the LSA undertaken in
summer 2024 (see Appendix E). Of these, none are SAR or SOCC but four (4) species are
considered rare in the County including:

= Long-leaved starwort
= Palesedge

= Shining ladies tresses
= Tallmannagrass

A targeted search for butternut and black ash was conducted within suitable habitat over the
Development Land however no individuals were encountered.

5.9. Fish and fish habitat

Sauble River, a cold-water regime river, and two (2) of its fributaries occur within the LSA. Aquatic
habitat was characterized through reconnaissance survey in 2024 (see Appendix E).

Sauble River consists of pools, runs, and riffles through the LSA, ranging from 5 fo 12 m wetted
width and 0.5 to 1.4 m depth, with a sand and silt substrate, abundant emergent and
submergent vegetation, and abundant undercut banks and woody debris. Fish species
expected to occurinclude central mudminnow, creek chub, Johnny darter, least darter,
northern pike, pumpkinseed, rainbow darter, rock bass, and spotfin shiner. No aquatic SAR are
anficipated and no SAR records exist in DFO mapping in the LSA.

The tributaries range from 0.5 to 2 m wetted width and 0.1 to 0.4 m depth, one tributary having
been channelized and culvert installed to accommodate agricultural use (known as Fenton
Drain Branch A) and the other largely confined within a dense, deciduous swamp. The tributaries
are anficipated to support fish and herpfiles.

No in-water work is proposed, therefore preventing adverse impact on fish and fish habitat. Best
management practices will be implemented to limit or prevent effects from swale excavation

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138) Page 49



Technical Report
Draft Class EA Environmental Study Report

. . . Tara BESS Project
2 ]

and rip-rap placement in and around the proposed stormwater discharge into the Sauble River.
Therefore, fish and fish habitat has not been carried forward to the effects assessment.

5.10. Visual aesthetics

The proposed Project is located on an agricultural field in the context of fields interspersed with
woodlands, rural residences, local roads and highway. Dominant visual influences are planar
fields, vertical woodlands, and human-made structures (e.g., dwellings and farm buildings, roads,
transmission line). Dominant light sources are natural, dwellings and farm buildings in the area,
and vehicles.

Receptors in the area include landowners, motorists, and wildlife. There are nine receptors within
1,500 m. Receptors are all dwellings, no land or water-based recreational receptor locations are
identified within 1,500 m. Six of those receptors are within 500m.

5.11. Natural heritage resources
Natfural Heritage Resources include:

= Significant wetland
= Significant woodland
= Significant valleylands
= Significant habitat of endangered and threatened species
= Significant wildlife habitat
- Seasonal concentration areas for animals
- Rare vegetation communities
- Specialized habitat for wildlife

- Habitat for species of conservation concern
- Animal movement corridors
= Significant areas of natural and scientific interest

No significant wetlands, significant valleylands, rare vegetation communities, animal movement
corridors, nor significant areas of natural and scientific interest are located within the LSA.
(Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 2024).

A fulsome Natural Heritage field survey report is provided in Appendix E and is summarized
below.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138) Page 50



Technical Report
Draft Class EA Environmental Study Report

. . . Tara BESS Project
2 ]

5.11.1. Significant woodland

The Provincial Planning Statement states that development and site alteration may be permitted
in significant woodlands provided that there will be no negative impacts to the identified natural
features and functions that lend significance to the woodland. Woodlands as defined by the
Provincial Planning Statement are: “treed areas that provide environmental and economic
benefits to both the private landowner and the general public, such as erosion prevention,
hydrological and nutrient cycling, provision of clean air and the long-term storage of carbon,
provision of wildlife habitatf, outdoor recreational opportunities, and the sustainable harvest of a
wide range of woodland products. Woodlands include treed areas, woodlots or forested areas
and vary in their level of significance at the local, regional and provincial levels.” (Ministry of
Muncipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 55). Significant, with regards to woodlands is defined in the
Provincial Planning Statement as: “an area which is ecologically important in terms of features
such as species composition, age of trees and stand history; functionally important due to its
contribution to the broader landscape because of its location, size or due to the amount of
forest coverin the planning area; or economically important due to site quality, species
composifion, or past management history” (Ministry of Muncipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 52).
The Ministry of Natural Resources’ ‘Natural Heritage Reference Manual for Natural Heritage
Policies of the Provincial Planning Statement’ outlines the recommended Significant Woodland
Evaluation Criteria and Standards using woodland size, ecological function, possession of
uncommon characteristics and economic and social values to determine the woodland’s
significance (Ministry of Natural Resources, 2010).

The County of Bruce has not delineated and classified significant woodland to date; instead the
Official Plan categorizes woodlots equal to or greater than 40 hectares in size as significant
woodlands in Townships having less than 30% forest cover (County of Bruce, 2010, p. 15), which
would include Arran Township.

The woodland in the southwest portion of the LSA is approximately 70 hectares and would
therefore be considered a significant woodland.

5.11.2. Significant wildlife habitat

The Significant Wildlife Habitats (SWH) within the RSA were determined to be either candidate or
confirmed. Based on Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (2015), and the environmental
context of the LSA, SWH within the LSA may consist of the following:

= Seasonal concentration areas for animals;

= Specialized habitat for wildlife; and,

= Habitat for species of conservation concern.
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The Provincial Planning Statement states that development and site alteration may be permitted
in significant wildlife habitat provided that there will be no negative impacts to the identified
natural features and functions that lend significance to the wildlife habitat. Wildlife habitat as
defined by the Provincial Planning Statement means: “areas where plants, animals and other
organisms live, and find adequate amounts of food, water, shelter and space needed to sustain
their populations. Specific wildlife habitats of concern may include areas where species
concentrate at a vulnerable point in their annual or life cycle; and areas which are important to
migratory or non-migratory species.” (Ministry of Muncipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 54)

Significant, with regards to wildlife habitat is defined in the Provincial Planning Statement as:
“ecologically important in terms of features, functions, representation or amount, and
contributing to the quality and diversity of an identifiable geographic area or natural heritage
system” (Ministry of Muncipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 52).

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s ‘Significant wildlife habitat ecoregional criteria
schedule: Ecoregion 6E’ provides types of significant wildlife habitat found within the ecoregion.
There are 37 types of SWH under four different categories (seasonal concentrations of animals,
specialized habitats and rare plants, SOCC habitat, animal movement corridors) within
Ecoregion 6E (Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 2015). Categories and types of SWH that
have potential to occur in the LSA have been filtered from the full list (see Table 5-4 and Table
5-5).

Significant wildlife habitat is identified through studies and analysis conducted by the provincial
government, municipalities and by project proponents in relation to their projects. The Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry provides spatial data for important wildlife values, including SWH.
The only wildlife values within the dataset in vicinity of the proposed Project are white-tailed deer
winter congregation areas (SWH), the closest of which is approximately 4 km to the northeast.

A significant wildlife habitat survey consistent with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry's
‘Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide' was commissioned by Neoen in summer, 2024 (see
Appendix E). Summary of significant wildlife habitat observations is provided in the following sub-
sections. Significant Wildlife Habitat is depicted on Figure 7. No rare vegetation communities or
animal movement corridors occur within the LSA.
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5.11.2.1. Seasonal concentration areas for animals

Seasonal concentration areas are those where wildlife species occur annually in aggregations at
certain times of the year. Such areas are sometimes highly concentrated with members of a
given species, or several species, within relatively small areas. Table 5-4 provides a summary of
the seasonal concentration areas located within the LSA.

Table 5-4: Seasonal concentration areas for animals within the LSA

Bat Maternity Colonies Several qualifying ecosites occur in the LSA (deciduous forest and deciduous
swamp), accounting for 31.56 hectares (12%) of the LSA.

Turtle Wintering Area Turtle wintering area is found in the LSA in the open water ecosite and in and
around Sauble River, accounting for 3.96 hectares (1%) of the LSA. Snapping
turtle were observed during field survey.

5.11.2.2. Specialized wildlife habitat

Some wildlife species require large areas of suitable habitat or unique habitat/landscape
features for their long-term survival. Many wildlife species require substantial areas of suitable
habitat for successful breeding. Their populations decline when habitat becomes fragmented
and reduced in size.

Table 5-5 provides a summary of the candidate and confirmed specialized habitat for wildlife
within the LSA.

Table 5-5: Specialized habitat for wildlife within the RSA

I ™ S

Amphibian Breeding Potentially suitable habitat associated with swamp wetlands, accounting for
Habitat: Woodland 16.07 hectares (6%) of the LSA.

Amphibian Breeding Potentially suitable habitat associated with Sauble River and wetlands,
Habitat: Wetland accounting for 8.19 hectares (3%) of the LSA.

Turtle Nesting Areas Snapping turtles were observed nesting in crop field north of Sauble River; nests

likely unsuccessful due to agricultural activities.
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5.11.2.3. Habitat for species of conservation concern

Special concern rank species (i.e., SOCC species) known or potentially occurring within the LSA
include:

u Barn swallow
= Eastern wood-pewee

= Snapping turtle

Habitat has only been identified for snapping furtle (see Section 5.11.2.1 and Section 5.11.2.2).

5.12. Cultural heritage resources

Archaeological resources

The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism conducted a review of their database and
indicated that no archaeological resources have been recorded within 300 m of the proposed
Project (R. von Bitter, personal communication, April 8, 2024).

A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was conducted, concluding that the LSA has
archaeological potential based on review of land use history and nearby features (e.g., Sauble
River) (see Appendix F). Further analysis is recommended, i.e., a Stage 2 Archaeology
Assessment.

Built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes

No provincial heritage properties, properties owned by the Ontario Heritage Trust or properties
subject to their easements, or municipal heritage properties occur in the LSA (see Appendix G).
Built heritage resources (e.g., individual buildings) and cultural heritage landscapes (e.g., farming
landscapes, the Sauble River) have been considered in the LSA. Properties at 37 Concession 4
and 39 Concession 4, collectively may be considered a cultural heritage landscape because
they have contextual value being functionally linked to Sauble River and help define the
character of the area (farmsteads and farming landscape),
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6. Effects assessment

6.1. Land use planning
Project effects

The proposed Project is a compatible land use that integrates info regional and local land use
planning for the area.

The proposed Project will be located within the GSCA's regulated area associated with the
Sauble River; approval will be required for the proposed Project within this area.

Proposed mitigation

Mitigation to reduce impacts on land use planning includes:

= Acquiring compatible Official Plan land use designation and Zoning Bylaw zoning

= Acquiring Ontario Regulation (O.Reg.) 41/24 Approval from GSCA

Net effects

With implementation of mitigation, BBA does not predict any measurable net effects fo land use
planning resulting from the proposed Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.2. Residential or sensitive land use

6.2.1. Property use and enjoyment
Project effects

The proposed Project could affect property use and enjoyment through change in traffic or
aesthetics (noise and visual). Aesthetic effects are assessed in Section 6.5 (noise) and Section 6.9
(visual).
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The proposed Project site access off Concession 4 is approximately 200 m east of the closest
property access. Locations for the permanent access off Grey Bruce Line, as well as the
temporary accesses off Concession 4 (west of Sauble River) and Grey Bruce Line (south of Sauble
River) fo construct the floodplain compensation area and the fransmission line, respectively, are
not determined at this time. There will be an increase in tfraffic volumes as well as lane closures
during construction. There will be no long-term change in traffic volumes or patterns in relation to
the proposed Project.

Proposed mitigation

Mitigations implemented to address noise and/or visual effects are expected to be suitable for
lowering adverse effects on the property use and enjoyment. Additional mitigation includes:

= Preparing a Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) prior to construction, in
consultation with the landowner, adjacent landowners, and the relevant road authority to
minimize vehicle noise and reduce traffic-related safety risks. Include, as a minimum, the
following management measures:

- Undertake consultation with the relevant road authorities and adjacent landowners
during the preparation of the CTMP.

- Ongoing consultation with the relevant authorities.
- An equipment and supplies delivery management process.

- Routes to be used by construction-related heavy vehicles to minimize impact on
sensitive land uses and local residents. Activities related to secondary alternative
construction routes should be included in case the main route is blocked by an
emergency situation.

- Identification of workforce parking areas to minimize impact on sensitive land uses and
businesses.

- Implement measures to manage and facilitate the ingress and egress of vehicles to
ensure the safety of all users along the municipal roads, including, where appropriate,
regulatory and directional signage, variable message signs, traffic management
personnel and any other traffic control devices required.

Net effects

With implementation of mitigation, BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to property
use and enjoyment resulting from the proposed Project.
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Monitoring

Construction traffic monitoring will be carried out, and a dedicated phone line will be
established to receive and document stakeholder requests concerning traffic safety and noise
concerns.

6.3. Non-renewable resource use

6.3.1. Agricultural land base
Project effects

Agricultural land currently used to grow crops and with an average agricultural capability of CLI2
will be displaced due to the proposed Project. The crops grown on these lands are typical for the
area and with reclamation following decommissioning, the displacement would not be
permanent.

The proposed Project does not cause fragmentation or isolation of agricultural lands nor cause
incompatibility concerns for farm practices in the LSA.

Proposed mitigation

Mitigations implemented to address soil effects, noise and/or visual effects, as well as installation
of a stormwater management system and effective reclamation are expected to be suitable for
lowering adverse effects on the agricultural land base. Additional mitigation includes:

= Maintfain existing agricultural access and practice to remaining areas within the property
and around the proposed infrastructure to the extent possible.

=  Contractor orientation to working on construction projects in active farming and ranching
areas.

= Ensure that the pre-construction soil conditions for agricultural use are preserved in the
floodplain compensation excavation area, including topsoil depth and moisture levels, as
well as vegetation type in hay crop areas.

= Ensure that existing agricultural drainage (e.g., canals, subsurface drains, if any) are
functional or replaced following construction completion.
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Net effects

Even with application of mitigation, net effects are predicted for the agricultural land base.
These are characterized in Table 6-1.

Table 6-1: Characterization of net effects on agricultural land base

Magnitude Spatial Extent Temporal Consideration

e —— Within LSA Long.—Te.rm - effecT.occurs during construction and/or operation and
persists info operations

Monitoring

Following the project's decommissioning and soil restoration for agricultural use, a monitoring
program (three (3) growing seasons) will be implemented to evaluate land quality and ensure
agricultural productivity matches pre-development levels.

6.3.2. Soil classes

Project effects

The proposed Project displaces Chelsey and Burford Loam soils (both Class 2 for agricultural
capability). Some areas will be displaced for the life of the project while others are temporarily
disturbed for construction. Table 6-2 provides an indicative volume balance of topsoil and subsail
to be stripped and either stored or replaced at post-construction reclamation.
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Table 6-2: Indicative topsoil and subsoil volume balance

Topsoil Volume (m3) Subsoil Volume (m?3)

Proiect Component Area Dominant soil Replaced Replaced
oject Compone (hectares) type stipped (at post- Long-term shipped (at post- Long-term
construction storage construction storage
reclamation) reclamation)
BESS facility 2.12 6360 6360 1908 1908
UeTie) Z80).8% 1.56 4680 4680 1404 1404
substation
Stormwater
management 1.05 Chesley 3150 1020 1020 945 306 639
system (30 cm topsoail;
. 9 cm subsoil)
Maintenance area 0.47 1410 1410 423 423
Site access 0.70 2100 210 1890 630 63 567
Inirlinel oetes, il 2.78 8340 834 7506 2502 250 2252
slopes'?
70% Chesley
Hoodelal and 30%
oodplain 14.19 Burford Loam 36894 36894 26252 26252
compensation .
(22 cm topsoail;
28 cm subsoil)
TOTAL 22.87 62934 38958 22866 34064 26871 7193

17 Approximately 10% of the project footprint is temporarily disturbed during construction and will be reclaimed post-construction, e.g., road edges, fill slopes.
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Proposed mitigation

Mitigation to reduce impacts on soil includes:

Achieve equivalent soils capability for reclaimed areas

Pre-construction soils survey within PDA to develop soils stripping depth and handling plan.
Soil samples will include lab analysis of a representative portion of total samples, including
contamination analysis

Design (prior to construction) and implement a Soil Conservation and Reclamation Plan

Two or three lift soil stripping (i.e., stripping as separate layers the topsoil and one or two
subsoil layers)

Barrier placed between undisturbed soil and soil storage piles
Soil layers stored separate from one another
Topsoil and subsoil replaced in reverse order and to similar depth as was removed

Long-term topsoil and subsoil storage piles will be stabilised (e.g., seeded) and marked on
as-built drawings

Soil samples (contamination analysis) from a representative portion of total backfill will be
collected

An unexpected discovery protocol will be included in the EPP fo manage any disturbance
of odorous, stained or anthropogenic materials, should these be encountered during
consfruction

Prepare and implement, as needed, a spill response and recovery profocol

Net effects

Even with application of mitigation, net effects are predicted for soils. These are characterized in
Table 6-4.

Table 6-3: Characterization of net effects on soil

Magnitude Spatial Extent Temporal Consideration

Moderate Within PDA Long-term — effect occurs during construction and/or
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Monitoring

Monitoring of soils includes:

= Post-construction monitoring (three (3) growing seasons) of reclaimed areas to verify
equivalent soils capability has been achieved and weed populations have not been
established

= Long-term topsoil and subsoil storage piles will be monitored for weed establishment

6.3.3. Weeds
Project effects

Weed species may establish in exposed soil and temporarily disturbed areas. No weed
populations within the PDA have been identified.

Proposed mitigation

Mitigations implemented to address soil effects and effective reclamation are expected to be
suitable for lowering adverse effects from weeds. Additional mitigation includes:

= Include survey for weed populations and plant disease in the pre-construction soil survey

= Knock soil clumps of vehicles before entering or leaving the construction site to limit spread
of weed seed or plant parts

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to weeds resulting from the proposed Project.

Monitoring

Monitoring for weed presence will be incorporated info the monitoring plan described for soils.

6.4. Air quality
Project effects

The proposed Project does not have point-source emissions and is not expected to affect air
quality.
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Dust may be generated by vehicle traffic during construction and operation and earth
movement during construction. Dust deposition is expected to be very localized and not a
significant contributor to local air quality. Dust generated by construction traffic travelling are not
expected since the roads are asphalt base and dust potential is limited

Proposed mitigation

Mitigation implemented to address soil effects (e.g., knocking soil clumps off vehicles before
exiting the site, stabilizing exposed soil) will limit dust generation. Additional mitigation includes:

= Water working areas during construction and site access as needed to limit dust

No mitigation is planned during operation.

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to air quality resulting from the proposed
Project.

Monitoring

Monitoring of air quality includes:

= Dust emission during construction will be monitored and mitigations implemented if
necessary.

6.5. Noise
Project impacts

The proposed Project includes noise generating equipment, e.g., BESS HVAC and transformers.
Sensitive receptors include adjacent properties with dwellings.

Proposed mitigations

Mitigation to reduce impacts on the soundscape includes:
= Conducting a Noise Impact Assessment and complete a noise report.
= Registering noise emitting equipment (EASR).

= Meeting sound level thresholds established as per provincial O. Reg. 1/17 requirements that
must be meft related o the discharge of sound.
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= Implementing design featfures (e.g., noise-generating equipment selection, barriers,
enclosures, spatial arrangement) to meet sound level thresholds, as applicable.

= Limit noise-generating construction activities to the recommended standard working hours
(as per Arran-Elderslie Noise Bylaw):

7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday to Saturday
No work on Sundays or statutory holidays.

It should be noted that some activities may be required outside normal construction
hours. Key stakeholders will be informed in advance of after-hours activities. These
activities could include

o Delivery of plant and equipment

o Commissioning and testing activities, which must be aligned with network
requirements

o Emergency work to prevent damage to people or property and/or environmental
damage

o Construction work where it can be demonstrated and justified that the work must be
undertaken outside normal construction hours.

=  Conducting a Post-construction Noise Assessment.

= Nofify relevant recipients (e.g., adjacent landowners) before construction begins

= Creating a noise complaint feedback mechanism. The procedure will contain at least the

following elements:

Responsibility for complaint investigation.
Exploration of mitigation options at source if a problematic noise source is identified.

If necessary, a noise survey on the complainant's premises should be undertaken if a
noise source issue is not resolved with the corrective action.

Mechanism for recording all complaints and corrective actions.

Notification of potentially affected receptors if observations indicate that noise criteria
are exceeded due to site activities. The receptor concerned will be informed in writing
of the exceedances and the source of the impact as soon as possible.

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to the soundscape.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.
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6.6. Water quality
Project effects

The proposed Project may lead to adverse impacts to water quality by intersecting groundwater
during construction (and dewatering to surface) or in the event there is a spill that reaches
surface- and/or groundwater. The proposed Project will implement mitigation and best
management practices to prevent effects on water quality.

Due fo the placement of the BESS and substation on a fill area (including an engineered liner
separating the fill layer from underlying ground), combined with the presence of a clay layer
(which may act as an aquitard), there is anficipated to be limited interaction between the
proposed Project and groundwater during operations. The stormwater management system will
prevent impacts of the proposed Project on surface water quality (e.g., discharge of sediment-
laden water).

Proposed mitigation

Mitigation and best management practices to reduce impacts on water quality includes:

= Wherever possible, the project design will take into account the following stormwater
management principles:

- Maintaining existing sub-watersheds

- Maintain existing downstream flow paths

- Maintain downstream connection to existing drainage outlet
- Maximize permeable zones

- Ensure that potentially contaminated runoff is adequately collected and appropriately
freated.

= Creating a floodplain compensation area.
= Project design preventing any encroachment in wetlands, waterbodies or riparian areas and
their associated buffer zones.

= Maintain the topography of excavation areas in a way that preserves a water flow pattern
similar fo current conditions.

= Developing a Stormwater Management Plan.

= Acquiring a Provincial Environmental Compliance Approval as per the Section 53 of
the Ontario Water Resources Actls,

18 See Appendix H for a copy of the ECA application.
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= Developing and implementing an Operation and Maintenance Plan of the Stormwater
System that includes conditions of the ECA permit.

= Developing and implementing an Erosion and Sediment Control Plant (ESCP) to prevent
sedimentation into wetlands, Sauble River and its tributaries.

= Developing and implementing a Spill Contingency Plan and implementing spill prevention
measures.

= Not transferring or storing fuel within 30 m of the wetlands, Sauble River and its tributaries.
Conduct all refuelling activities with an appropriate spill kit available. Use drip tfrays when
refueling to prevent releases to the environment.

= Inspecting all heavy equipment and light vehicles for leaks and failures daily.

= Dewater to vegetated areas without direct drainage to surface water features (e.g.,
wetlands, Sauble River) and at a rate that does not create erosion.

Net effects

With application of mitigation, BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to water quality.

Monitoring

Monitoring of water quality includes:

= A monitoring plan for surface and groundwater will be developed and implemented before,
during, and after construction. Additionally, riparian wetlands along the river will be
monitored during operations. If any impacts are detected, a mitigation plan will be
coordinated with the MECP.

= A preliminary monitoring plan will be developed and implemented, with monitoring
implemented during construction and over a three (3) year period during operation.
Objectives are:

- Assess efficiency of the ESC measures during construction
-  Evaluate the effectiveness of sediment and oil removal from the wet pond

- Ensure effluent meets Ontario Water Quality Objectives (OWQO) and ECA permit
conditions.

- Identify system inefficiencies or required upgrades.
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6.7. Wildlife and wildlife habitat

6.7.1. Ecological Land Classification
Project impacts

Cropland accounts for most of the LSA landcover (52% of landcover), with approximately 15% of
landcover also atfributed to woodland and wetland. The PDA is almost entirely comprised of
agricultural lands (70% cropland; 27% pasture). The HONI PDA is entirely within pasture. The PDA
removes approximately 21% of hedgerow and 13% of cropland available within the LSA,
temporarily removes approximately 7% of pasture in relation to the floodplain compensation
area, and both the Neoen transmission line PDA and HONI PDA span pasture (11% and 1% of
total available in the LSA, respectively). Table 6-3 summarizes hectares of ecological
communities across the PDA and LSA9,

Table 6-3: Community series / ecosites within the PDA and LSA

Area in the
LSA (ha)

ELC (community class, series, ecosite)

Deciduous swamp (green ash) 9.66

Deciduous Swamp (Undifferentiated) 6.42

Thicket swamp 0.53

Marshes 4.23 2% 0.16 4% 0.00
Meadow marsh (reed canary grass) 3.31 0.16

Meadow Marsh (Undifferentiated) 0.92

Deciduous Forest 19.16

Deciduous Forest (Sugar Maple-Black Cherry) 2.56

Deciduous Forest (Trembling Aspen) 0.73

Deciduous Forest (Undifferentiated) 15.87

Cultural 205.70 77% 24.98 12% 0.20 0%
Plantation (hawthorn-green ash) 0.31

Hedgerow 1.44 0.30 21%

Agriculture - crop 140.44 17.73 13%

19 Habitat coverage is based upon current conditions, not upon expected conditions when the proposed Project is o be

built.
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Area in the S el el el % of
ELC (community class, series, ecosite) LSA (ha) cover PDA LOSA PDA LOS.A
(%) (L)) (ha)
I

Agriculture — pasture 63.51 6.94 11% 0.74

%
Openwater %W 08 % 0%

TOTAL 267.94 25.42 0.20

As described in Section 5.7.1, wetlands are present in the LSA and associated with forest stands
(swamps) and riparian areas of the Sauble River (marsh). The tfreed swamps have been
conserved and not used for agricultural purposes and there are several woodland communities
on the Development Land.

The Sauble River and two tributaries are found in the Development Land. A 30 m buffer to the
watercourses on the subject properties have been applied, limiting any works in these locations.

The proposed Project is located in vicinity of wetlands and overwintering habitat. Limited habitat
loss (e.g., overwintering habitat) associated with the structures and construction are predicted
and the proposed Project is predicted to not measurably impact herptiles. The project layout
design avoids any encroachment in wetlands, waterbodies or riparian areas, reducing potential
impacts on herptile and their habitat.

The floodplain compensation measures will involve excavating and lowering the surface
elevation in areas to the north/northeast and northwest of the Sauble River. Subsoil excavation
depths will generally range from 0.1 to 2 meters across the PDA (except the knoll where
excavation reaches 4.2 m), with deeper excavation occurring in the northern sections and
shallower depths closer to the river in the south. Topsoil and subsoil will be stripped and carefully
stored during construction and reinstated afterward to support the continuation of agricultural
activities.

Except for the surface water collected on the BESS pad—which will be filtered, tfreated in the wet
pond, and discharged into the river—the surface runoff and infiltration patterns within the
excavated areas are expected to remain consistent with pre-construction conditions. The
riparian wetland located on the north side of the river is not anficipated to be affected by the
excavation activities and is expected to maintain its current water regime.

Proposed mitigations

Mitigations implemented to address water quality as well as effective reclamation are expected
to be suitable for lowering adverse effects on ecological communities. Additional mitigation
includes:
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= Apply setbacks to ecological community features including wetlands (15 m), woodland
(10 m), and Sauble River (30 m).

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to the woodland or wetland ecological
community types.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.7.2. Bats
Project impacts

The proposed Project occurs in the context of agricultural cropland, pasture, deciduous forest
and wetland habitat. Bat species and habitat presence is expected to be ubiquitous across the
LSA.

During the field assessment, seven bat species were identified on the subject properties,
including six endangered species listed under the ESA (Appendix E). These species generally
make use of forested areas, including treed swamps, for maternity roosting; therefore, the
swamp, forest and woodland communities mapped within the LSA represent potential habitat for
these species.

The project design incorporates mitigation measures for these listed species, minimizing tree
removal fo only a few isolated tfrees within the north-south windrow, located immediately west of
the proposed BESS site. The 2024 field assessment confirmed that no cavity-bearing trees are
present in this windrow. Additionally, the project will avoid any encroachment into existing forest
stands or woodland habitats that could support nesting. To further minimize impacts on bat
maternity habitats, free removal will be scheduled during winter, outside the bat reproductive
season (April 1 to November 30). If frees need to be removed inside the reproductive season,
MECP will be contacted for guidance.

The proposed Project is not expected to directly impact roosting habitat, change in bat habitat
use predicted to be indirectly related to electromagnetic fields, noise, and light generated by
the proposed Project.

No research appears to have been conducted in relation to bat behaviour and BESS projects,
however studies have demonstrated that bats generally are attracted to fransmission lines during
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high relative humidity, possibly due to fransmission lines attracting insects, while bats may avoid
transmission lines during lower humidity levels due to physical structures and/or electromagnetic
fields (Froidevaux, Jones, Kerbiriou, & Park, 2023). Passive-listening bats may avoid transmission
lines in these same conditions due to corona discharge noise (Froidevaux, Jones, Kerbiriou, &
Park, 2023). Similar behaviour may be expected in response to the proposed Project.

Bats may be positively affected by the increase in field heterogeneity afforded by project
landscaping, especially if it incorporates shrubs and trees (Monck-Whipp, Martin, Francis, &
Fahrig, 2018). Erecting roost boxes, for example as described in (Holroyd, et al., 2023) adjacent to
water sources may be an effective mitigation for local populations (Brack, Sparks, & Kennedy,
2022).

Proposed mitigations

Mitigation to reduce impacts on bats includes:

= The project design ensures no encroachment on the forest stands or their buffer zones
present on the property.

= Tree clearing will occur outside of the roosting period which occurs between April 1 to
November 30.

= Incorporating shrubs and trees into project landscaping.

= Sfrategic placement of roost boxes (e.g., as described in (Holroyd, et al., 2023)) in medium to
highly suitable bat habitat.

Net effects

Even with application of mitigation, net effects are predicted for bats (behaviour and habitat
use). These are characterized in Table 6-4.

Table 6-4: Characterization of net effects on bats

Magnitude Spatial Extent | Temporal Consideration

Low Within PDA Long—fe.rm - effectloccurs during construction and/or operation and
persists into operations

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.
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6.7.3. Birds
Project impacts

The project may result in habitat loss, and disturbance due to human activity, as well as potential
collision with infrastructure, may lead to changes in bird species presence and abundance.

No research appears to have been conducted in relation to bird behaviour and BESS projects,
however studies have demonstrated that bird abundances have been observed to be higher in
close proximity to linear infrastructure, dropping within the first 35 m, then increasing again with
an overall Infrastructure Effects Zone (IEZ) on the order of 650m (de Jonge, Gallego-Zamorano,
Huijbregts, Schipper, & Benitez-Lopez, 2022). Carnivorous birds appear to have larger drops in
abundance but smaller IEZs than non-carnivorous birds and all bird species’ abundance
reductions within the IEZ is greater in open habitat environments but the [EZ is smaller in
comparison to closed habitat (de Jonge, Gallego-Zamorano, Huijbregts, Schipper, & Benitez-
Lopez, 2022). Similar behaviour may be expected in response to the proposed Project.

Mitigation measures have been integrated into the project design to avoid any encroachment
on the forest stands present on the property. Most of the proposed infrastructure will be located
on agricultural crop land, with a smaller portion situated on pasture. The project layout will not
require free removal, except for a few isolated trees within the north-south windrow immediately
west of the proposed BESS site. The 2024 field assessment confirmed that no cavity-bearing frees
are present in this windrow. To further reduce potential impacts on free-nesting habitats, any
necessary free removal will be scheduled during the winter, outside the bird reproductive season.

Proposed mitigations

Mitigation to reduce impacts on birds includes:
= Project design preventing any encroachment on the forest stands present on the property
and limit cutting down mature trees.

= Designing tfransmission structures and substation equipment to adhere to best practices
reduce risk of electrocution and collision (APLIC, 2012).

= Install nest deterrents as necessary to prevent use by bird species (e.g., as described in
(Stantec Consulting Ltd., n.d.)).

= Install guards within substation equipment as necessary to prevent electrocution of birds and
wildlife.

= Pre-construction active raptor nest survey (no later than seven days prior to construction)
and implementation of setbacks to reduce adverse effect of construction.
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= Avoid clearing and beginning construction work within the breeding bird period (March 15
to September 12). If work is required to be initiated during the breeding bird period, conduct
pre-construction nest survey in advance of construction no later than seven days prior to
construction start20, If work is stopped on-site during the breeding bird period for more than
seven days, an addifional survey should be conducted.

= Develop and implement an Avian Protection Plan as part of Construction and Operations
phases.

Net effects

Even with application of mitigation, net effects are predicted for birds. These are characterized in
Table 6-5.

Table 6-5: Characterization of net effects on birds

Magnitude Spatial Extent Temporal Consideration

Long-term — effect occurs during construction and/or operation and

Moderate Within PDA S .
persists info operations

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.7.4. Herptiles
Project impacts

Two amphibian species were identified during the field surveys, with the potential for two
additional species to be present due to the freed swamp communities within the LSA. Snapping
turtle have also been observed along the edge of the riparian wetland along the Sauble River
and in adjacent cropland areas (Appendix E). The proposed Project is situated near wetlands
and overwintering habitats. While limited habitat loss, such as overwintering areas outside of
wetlands, may occur due to structures and construction activities, the project is not expected to
have a measurable impact on herpftile populations. The project layout has been designed to
avoid encroachment into wetlands, waterbodies, and riparian areas, thereby minimizing
potential impacts on herptiles and their habitats.

2 |dle day spread is breeding season dependent as birds can create nests and start nesting over shorter duration at peak
breeding, e.g., within three days.
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Proposed mitigations

Mitigations implemented to address water quality and ecological communities are expected to
be suitable for lowering adverse effects on herptiles. No additional mitigation is proposed.

Net effects
BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to herptiles resulting from the proposed Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.8. Rare species

6.8.1. Wildlife species of conservation concern
Project impacts

Wildlife SOCC known or potentially occurring in the LSA include barn swallow, eastern wood-
pewee, and snapping turtle. Potential impacts to birds and herptiles, including SOCC, are
addressed in Section 6.7.3 and Section 6.7.4, respectively. Impacts on habitat of SOCC species
are also addressed in Section 6.10.2.3.

Proposed mitigations

Mitigation proposed for ecological communities and birds (Section 6.7.1 and Section O,
respectively) are expected to address impacts to wildlife SOCC. No additional mitigation is
proposed.

Net effects

Net effects on wildlife SOCC (birds and herptiles) are addressed in Section 0 and Section 6.7.4,
respectively.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.
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6.8.2. Wildlife species at risk
Project impacts

Wildlife SAR known or potentially occurring in the LSA include bat species (eastern red bat,
eastern small-footed myotis, hoary bat, little brown myotis, silver-haired bat, fri-colored bat),
eastern meadowlark, and red-headed woodpecker. Potential impacts to bats, including SAR,
are addressed in Section 6.7.2 and impacts to birds, including SAR, are addressed in Section
6.7.3.

Eastern meadowlarks were observed during the breeding season across the pastures located
south of the Sauble River. While no nests were directly identified, the presence of suitable habitat
suggests that this ecosite can be considered potential breeding habitat. Quantity of pasture and
its distribution across the PDA (and LSA) are provided in Table 6-3 and Figure 5, respectively.
Figure 7 shows the distribution of eastern meadowlark habitat across the LSA.

Construction activities within eastern meadowlark habitat are largely anticipated to be
temporary, or are spanned by transmission lines, and will be reclaimed to similar land use.
Temporary construction impacts within this habitat include those associated with access roads,
construction laydowns, and flood compensation totalling approximately 7.14 hectares (6.94
hectares related to Neoen and 0.20 hectares related to HONI). Total eastern meadowlark
habitat available within the LSA is 63.58 hectares. Access roads, laydown areas, and flood
compensation impacts to pasture are temporary and will be restored to their original condition
after construction is complete. The long-term impact of the project on eastern meadowlark
habitat will be minimal, limited to the permanent use of 659 m? (0.063 hectares related to Neoen
and 0.003 hectares related to HONI) for the fransmission structures.

Construction is expected to require 18 to 24 months, however this duration does not necessarily
apply to specific aspects of the project, for example earth movement and reclamation to
create the floodplain compensation area or installation of the transmission line and structures.
Site preparation is presently scheduled for Spring 2026 but a more detailed construction schedule
has not been completed aft this time. Site preparation (specifically vegetation removal) in
pasture areas (that will be required for 2026 construction) will be scheduled to occurin advance
of the breeding season (i.e., will conclude by early May) to avoid direct impacts to eastern
meadowlark (or bobolink). Completing floodplain compensation area construction or
fransmission line construction would occur within the year that initial site preparation was
conducted (e.g., completed within 2026). These pasture areas will be reclaimed and
revegetated with a goal to re-establish pasture with a focus on providing attributes suitable to
eastern meadowlark and cattle grazing, for example medium to tall grasses and forbs, low bare
ground cover, and no woody species. Revegetation of these areas may be conducted by
October 2026 or May 2027, depending on when construction of these project components
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concludes. A similar general schedule would apply if these components were not constructed
until 2027.

Under Ontario Regulation 830/21, removal of eastern meadowlark habitat for non- agricultural
activities (e.g. development, infrastructure, resource management, etc.) is permitted under a
conditional exemption, which requires creating or enhancing an equivalent or greater area of
habitat elsewhere (typically within the same ecoregion as the existing habitat) or paying into a
species conversation fund administered by the province. If temporary impacts related to
construction activities are anticipated to persist for more than one active season for Eastern
Meadowlark, guidance from MECP and/or an authorization under Ontario Regulation 830/21
may be sought to ensure compliance with the Endangered Species Act.

Red-headed woodpecker and potential nesting frees were observed during the field survey
although no breeding was observed. The wooded areas within the Development Land that may
provide potentially suitable habitat for this species are being avoided therefore the proposed
Project is not expected to impact this species.

Currently six of the species of bafs listed as endangered under the ESA have been identified on
the Development Land. These species generally make use of forested areas, including treed
swamps, for maternity roosting; therefore, the swamp, forest and woodland communities
mapped within the Development Land represent potential habitat for these species.

Proposed mitigations

Mitigation implemented for bats and birds (see Section 6.7.2 and Section 6.7.3, respectively) are
expected to address impacts to wildlife SAR. Additional mitigation includes:

= Land clearing or starting construction activities within eastern meadowlark habitat will occur
outside the breeding period (early May to mid-August).

= Cavity trees identified on site will be retained. Transmission ROW will not include identified
cavity trees. If cavity trees are identified as danger frees outside of the ROW boundaries,
then a biologist will assess the tree for nest presence prior to clearing. Clearing of danger
frees will occur outside of the nesting period (second week of May to third week of August) if
possible.

Net effects

Net effects to bat species and bird species, including SAR species, are addressed in Section 6.7.2
and Section 6.7.3, respectively.
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Monitoring

Post-construction monitoring (three (3) growing seasons) to assess reclamation effectiveness for
temporarily disturbed pasture areas. This monitoring is infegrated into monitoring being
conducted in relation to soils (see Section 6.3.2).

6.8.3. Plant species at risk

Project impacts

No plant SAR have been located within the LSA to date. As such, no effects on plant SAR are
predicted.

Proposed mitigations
No mitigation measures are proposed.

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to plant SAR resulfing from the proposed
Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.9. Visual aesthetics
Project impacts

The existing land uses within the LSA are agricultural, residential, and natural. Sensitive visual
receptors include adjacent properties with dwellings and farm buildings.

Proposed mitigations

Mitigation to reduce impacts on visual aesthetics includes:

= Landscaping.

= Visual screening (e.g., walls, vegetation) to reduce visual effects on sensitive receptors and
roadways located to the north and east of the site.
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Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to visual aesthetics resulting from the proposed
Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.10. Natural heritage resources

6.10.1. Significant woodland
Project Impacts

The proposed Project has no direct impacts (e.g., clearing) on the significant woodland in the SW
of the LSA and indirect effects are anticipated to be minimal due o pre-existing disturbance
levels.

Proposed mitigations
No mitigation is proposed.
Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to significant woodland resulting from the
proposed Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.
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6.10.2. Significant wildlife habitat

6.10.2.1. Seasonal concentration areas for animals
Project Impacts

Table 6-6 provides a summary of the seasonal concentration areas located within the PDA and
LSA. The proposed Project is not predicted to have measurable impact upon seasonal
concentration areas. The proposed Project is not predicted to have measurable impact upon
seasonal concentration areas for animails.

Table 6-6: Seasonal concentration areas for animals within the PDA and LSA

“ Area within PDA (ha) Area w'"z':al;om PDA Area within LSA (ha)

Bat Maternity Colonies 31.56
Turtle Wintering Area 0.09 0 3.96

Proposed mitigations

Mitigations proposed for ecological communities, birds, bats, and herptiles in Section 6.7 are
expected to address impacts to seasonal concentration areas for animals. Additional mitigation
includes:

= Pre-construction survey and exclusion flagging to prevent direct disturbance in setbacks and
to potential SWH (e.g., tfreed swamp, marsh).

= Natural recovery and/or planting to reclaim temporarily disturbed areas at the stormwater
pond that will frend the revegetated lands towards the plant community found at local
analogue wetland fringe areas.

=  Weed control and ROW vegetation control will use mechanical techniques (e.g., mowing,
mulching, hand-removal, etc.).

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to seasonal concentration areas for animals
resulting from the proposed Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.
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6.10.2.2. Specialized habitat for wildlife
Project impacts

Table 6-7 provides a summary of specialized habitat for wildlife located within the PDA and LSA.
The proposed Project is not predicted to have measurable impact upon specialized habitat for
wildlife. The proposed Project is not predicted to have measurable impact upon specialized
habitat for wildlife.

Table 6-7: Specialized wildlife habitat within the PDA and LSA

Area within PDA Area within HONI Area within LSA
(ha) PDA (ha) (ha)

Amphibian Breeding Habitat: Wetland 0.25 8.19
Amphibian Breeding Habitat: Woodland 0 0 16.07
Turtle Nesting Areas 0 0 0.00

Proposed mitigations

Mitigations proposed for wildlife and wildlife habitat (Section 6.7) are expected to address
impacts to specialized wildlife habitat. No additional mitigation is proposed.

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to specialized habitat for wildlife resulting from
the proposed Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.10.2.3. Habitat for species of conservation concern
Project impacts

Species of conservation concern known or potentially occurring within the LSA include barn
swallow, eastern wood-pewee, and snapping turtle. Habitat for SOCC has only been identified
for snapping turtle. The proposed Project is not predicted to have measurable impact upon
significant habitat for SOCC.
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Proposed mitigations

Mitigation proposed for ecological communities and birds (Section 6.7.1 and Section 6.7.3,
respectively) are expected to address impacts to wildlife SOCC. No additional mitigation is
proposed.

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to habitat for wildlife SOCC resulting from the
proposed Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.11. Cultural heritage resources

6.11.1. Archaeological resources
Project effects

The proposed project may potentially impact archaeological resources due to excavation atf
varying depths as part of the flood compensation measures. While most infrastructure will be
constructed on previously disturbed soils from agricultural activities, some excavation will extend
beyond the topsoil and subsoil layer, particularly in areas further from the river that may have
remained undisturbed until now.

Proposed mitigation

Mitigation and best management practices to reduce impacts on archaeological resources
include:

= Complete a Stage 2 archaeological survey for subsurface ground disturbance in areas of
archaeological potential.

= Implement mitigation recommendations from the Stage 2 archaeological survey, if
applicable.

= Create and implement a contingency plan for unanticipated discoveries.

= Stop work if unanticipated archaeological or cultural resources are discovered during
project activities. Include an archaeological monitor, if recommended.
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= Avoid subsoil disturbance for the Project temporary construction access within areas of
archaeological potential by using access matting, corduroy roads, or similar fechnigques.

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to archaeological resources resulting from the
proposed Project.

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.

6.11.2. Built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes
Project effects

Lot 37 and 39 Concession 4 collectively may be considered a cultural heritage landscape due to
their functional connection to Sauble River and their importance in maintaining the character of
the area (farmstead, farming landscape). The proposed Project is sited at a distance from the
buildings on these Lots and is not anticipated to affect their value as a potential cultural heritage
landscape (e.g., destruction, shadows, view obstruction) (LHC Heritage Planning & Archaeology,
2024).

Proposed mitigation

Mitigation and best management practices to reduce impacts on built heritage resources or
cultural heritage landscapes include:

= Avoid heritage attributes found at 37 and 39 Concession 4.
= Conduct a property-specific cultural heritage impact assessment if direct impacts to the
house at 37 Concession 4 are proposed.

Net effects

BBA does not predict any measurable net effects to built heritage resources or cultural heritage
landscapes resulting from the proposed Project since the project will nof require any demolition

Monitoring

No monitoring is planned.
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6.12. Summary of net effects
Net effects predicted for the proposed Project include:

= Low magnitude, long-term effects on bats
= Moderate magnitude, long-term effects on agricultural land base
=  Moderate magnitude, long-term effects on soils

= Moderate magnitude, long-term effects on birds

7. Cumulative effects assessment

The proposed Project will be built in the context of existing human activity including agricultural
practices, transportation, dwellings, and electric infrastructure. Within the RSA, contfinued
agricultural activities are the only proposed projects or activities Neoen is aware of in ferms of
considering future cumulative effects.

The proposed Project will be situated on crop land, in context of existing land disturbance, and
there are no known projects proposed within the RSA. The addition of the Project’s net effects
and interaction with net effects of existing and future projects is not predicted to be measurable.

8. Climate change

8.1. Project effects on climate change

The proposed Project will provide power capacity by drawing and storing energy during off-peak
periods and releasing it to the electricity grid when energy demand is at its peak. Due to the
intermittency of renewable energy, energy storage is key to supporting a fransition to only zero-
carbon sources. The Project will serve an important role as Ontario’s electricity grid continues to
transition to a grid that can be more reliant on green energy production. As such, the Project is
anficipated to have a positive effect on climate change.

The short period of construction of the Project is generally not considered as a period over which
the effects of future climate change can or should be considered.
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8.2. Climate change effects on the Project

Forecasted changes in climate may affect the operation and maintenance of the proposed
Project. Changes in climate that could potentially have an effect on the Project can include
increases in the frequency, magnitude and severity of precipitation events, more frequent
incidences of flooding and erosion, exireme storms (i.e., freezing precipitation, thunderstorms,
stfrong winds, etc.), as well as larger and more frequent wildfires. Climate change can impact
battery storage systems, fransmission lines and distribution networks, resulting in larger economic
losses, changes in transfer capacity and physical damages. The floodplain assessment
considered future climate scenarios to design a project that is sited to account for a 100-year
return period flooding event and to calculate adequate floodplain compensation.

9. Monitoring and commitments

9.1. Monitoring
Monitoring to be implemented for the proposed Project includes:

= Environmental monitoring during construction to confirm effective implementation of
mitigation measures, as applicable.

= Post-construction monitoring (three (3) growing seasons) of reclaimed areas to verify
equivalent soils capability has been achieved and weed populations have not been
established.

= Following the project's decommissioning and soil restoration for agricultural use, a monitoring
program (three (3) growing seasons) will be implemented to evaluate land quality and
ensure agricultural productivity matches pre-development levels.

= Long-term topsoil and subsoil storage piles will be monitored for weed establishment.

= Construction fraffic monitoring will be carried out, and a dedicated phone line will be
established to receive and document stakeholder requests concerning traffic safety and
noise concerns.

= Dust emission during construction will be monitored and mitigations implemented if
necessary.

= A monitoring plan for surface and groundwater will be developed and implemented before,
during, and after construction. Additionally, riparian wetlands along the river will be
monitored during operations. If any impacts are detected, a mitigation plan will be
coordinated with the MECP.

7757017-000000-4E-ERA-0001-R0O3 (V138) Page 83



Technical Report
Draft Class EA Environmental Study Report

. . . Tara BESS Project
2 ]

= A preliminary monitoring plan will be developed and implemented, with monitoring
implemented during construction and over a three (3) year period during operation.
Objectives are:

Assess efficiency of the ESC measures during construction
- Evaluate the effectiveness of sediment and oil removal from the wet pond

- Ensure effluent meets Ontario Water Quality Objectives (OWQO) and ECA permit
conditions.

- Identify system inefficiencies or required upgrades.

= Post-construction monitoring to assess reclamation efficiency of temporarily disturbed
pasture areas.

9.2. Commitments

Plans to be prepared in advance of construction to manage potential effects on the
environment include, but are not limited to:

Accidental cultural heritage resource discovery contingency plan
= Accidental nest discovery contingency plan

= Avian protection plan

= Conceptual decommissioning plan

= Construction fraffic management plan

= Emergency response plan

= Erosion and sediment control plan

= Landscape plan

= Noise complaint response protocol

= Pre- and during-construction wildlife survey protocol
= Soil conservation and reclamation plan

= Soil stripping and storage protocol

= Stormwater management plan

= Waste management plan

Neoen commits to implementing the mitigation and best management practices summarized in
Table 9-1.
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Table 9-1: Summary of commitments to be implemented for the proposed Project

ﬂ Mitigation measure Prole;:'if:gcyde Implemented by

General
1. Conftractor orientation to environmental management system, mitigation, monitoring, and roles and responsibilities.
Agricultural land base

2. Maintain existing agricultural access to the extent possible.

3 Confractor orientation to working on construction projects in active farming and ranching areas.

Ensure that the pre-construction soil conditions for agricultural use are preserved in the floodplain compensation excavation areq, including topsoil depth and moisture
levels, as well as vegetation type in hay crop areas.

5 Ensure that existing agricultural drainage (e.g., canals, subsurface drains, if any) are functional or replaced following construction completion.
Air quality
6. Water working areas during construction and site access as needed to limit dust.

Archaeological resources

7. Complete a Stage 2 archaeological assessment for subsurface ground disturbance in areas of archaeological potential.
8. Implement mitigation recommendations from the Stage 2 archaeological survey, if applicable.
9. Create and implement a contingency plan for unanticipated discoveries.

10.  Stop work if unanticipated archaeological or cultural resources are discovered during project activities. Include an archaeological monitor, if recommended.

11.  Avoid subsoil disturbance for the Project fravel lane and access within areas of archaeological potential by using access matting, corduroy roads, or similar techniques.
Bats

12.  The project design ensures no encroachment on the forest stands or their buffer zones present on the property.

13. | Tree clearing will occur outside of the roosting period which occurs between April 1 to November 30.

14.  Incorporating shrubs and trees into project landscaping.
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ﬂ Mitigation measure Prolett:i:rljlif:gcycle Implemented by

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Strategic placement of roost boxes (e.g., as described in (Holroyd, et al., 2023)) in medium to highly suitable bat habitat.
Birds
Project design preventing any encroachment on the forest stands present on the property and limit cutting down mature frees.
Designing fransmission structures and substation equipment to adhere to best practices reduce risk of electrocution and collision (APLIC, 2012).
Install nest deterrents as necessary fo prevent use by bird species (e.g., as described in (Stantec Consulting Ltd., n.d.)).
Install guards within substation equipment as necessary to prevent electrocution of birds and wildlife.
Pre-construction active raptor nest survey (no later than seven days prior to construction) and implementation of setbacks to reduce adverse effect of construction.
Avoid clearing and beginning construction work within the breeding bird period (March 15 to September 12). If work is required to be initiated during the breeding bird
period, conduct pre-construction nest survey in advance of construction no later than 7 days prior to construction start?!. If work is stopped on-site during the breeding bird
period for more than 7 days, an additional survey should be conducted.
Develop and implement an Avian Protection Plan as part of Construction and Operations phases

Built heritage and cultural heritage landscapes

Avoid heritage attributes found at 37 and 39 Concession 4.

Conduct a property-specific cultural heritage impact assessment if direct impacts to the house at 37 Concession 4 are proposed
Ecological communities
Apply setbacks to ecological community features including wetlands (15 m), woodland (10 m), and Sauble River (30 m).

Land use planning
Acquiring compatible Official Plan land use designation and Zoning Bylaw zoning.
Acquiring Ontario Regulation (O.Reg.) 41/24 Approval from GSCA.

Noise

Conducting a Noise Impact Assessment and complete a noise report.
Registering noise emitting equipment (EASR).

Meeting sound level thresholds established as per provincial O. Reg. 1/17 requirements that must be met related to the discharge of sound.

21 |dle day spread is breeding season dependent as birds can create nests and start nesting over shorter duration at peak breeding, e.g., within 3 days.
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ﬂ Mitigation measure Prole;:r:'::gcyde Implemented by

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35,

Implementing design features (e.g., noise-generating equipment selection, barriers, enclosures, spatial arrangement) to meet sound level thresholds, as applicable.

Limit noise-generating construction activities to the recommended standard working hours:

7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday to Saturday
No work on Sundays or public holidays.

It should be noted that some activities may be required outside normal construction hours. Key stakeholders will be informed in advance of after-hours activities. These
activities could include

Delivery of plant and equipment

Commissioning and testing activities, which must be aligned with network requirements

Emergency work to prevent damage to people or property and/or environmental damage

Construction work where it can be demonstrated and justified that the work must be undertaken outside normal construction hours.

Conducting a Post-construction Noise Assessment.

Notify relevant recipients (e.g., adjacent landowners) before construction begins

Creating a noise complaint feedback mechanism.

Creating and implementing a noise complaint feedback mechanism. The procedure will contain at least the following elements:

Responsibility for complaint investigation.

Exploration of mitigation options at source if a problematic noise source is identified.

If necessary, a noise survey on the complainant's premises should be undertaken if a noise source issue is not resolved with the corrective action.
Mechanism for recording all complaints and corrective actions.

Nofification of potentially affected receptors if observations indicate that noise criteria are exceeded due to site activities. The receptor concerned will be informed in
writing of the exceedances and the source of the impact as soon as possible.

Property use and enjoyment

Preparing a Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) prior to construction, in consultation with the landowner, adjacent landowners, and the relevant road authority

fo minimize vehicle noise and reduce traffic-related safety risks. Include, as a minimum, the following management measures:

Undertake consultation with the relevant road authorities and adjacent landowners during the preparation of the CTMP.
Ongoing consultation with the relevant authorities.
An equipment and supplies delivery management process.

Routes to be used by construction-related heavy vehicles to minimize impact on sensitive land uses and local residents. Activities related to secondary alternative
construction routes should be included in case the main route is blocked by an emergency situation.

Identification of workforce parking areas to minimize impact on sensitive land uses and businesses.

Implement measures fo manage and facilitate the ingress and egress of vehicles to ensure the safety of all users along the municipal roads, including, where
appropriate, regulatory and directional signage, variable message signs, traffic management personnel and any other fraffic control devices required.
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ﬂ Mitigation measure PrOject:i:rljlif:gcycle Implemented by

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Pre-construction survey and exclusion flagging fo prevent direct disturbance in setbacks and to potential SWH (e.g., freed swamp, marsh).

Natural recovery and/or planting to reclaim temporarily disturbed areas at the stormwater pond that will frend the revegetated lands towards the plant community found

Significant Wildlife Habitat (seasonal concentration areas for animals)

at local analogue wetland fringe areas.

Weed control and ROW vegetation control will use mechanical techniques (e.g., mowing, mulching, hand-removal, efc.).

Soils

Achieve equivalent soils capability for reclaimed areas.

Pre-construction soils survey within PDA to develop soils stripping depth and handling plan. Soil samples will include lab analysis of a representative portion of total samples,

including contamination analysis.

Design (prior to construction) and implement a Soil Conservation and Reclamation Plan.

Two or three lift soil stripping (i.e., stripping as separate layers the topsoil and one or two subsoil layers).

Barrier placed between undisturbed soil and soil storage piles.

Soil layers stored separate from one another.

Topsoil and subsoil replaced in reverse order and to similar depth as was removed.

Long-term topsoil and subsoil storage piles will be stabilised (e.g., seeded) and marked on as-built drawings.

Soil samples (contamination analysis) from a representative portion of total backfill will be collected.

An unexpected discovery protocol will be included in the EPP to manage any disturbance of odorous, stained or anthropogenic materials, should these be encountered

during construction.

Prepare and implement, as needed, a spill response and recovery protocol.

Visual aesthetics

Landscaping.

Visual screening to reduce visual effects on sensitive receptors and roadways located to the north and east of the site.
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ﬂ Mitigation measure PrOject:i:rljlif:gcycle Implemented by

Water quality

Wherever possible, the project design will take into account the following stormwater management principles:
= Maintaining existing sub-watersheds

50 = Maintain existing downstream flow paths
" | = Maintain downstream connection to existing drainage outlet

= Maximize permeable zones
= Ensure that potentially contaminated runoff is adequately collected and appropriately treated.

53. | Creating a floodplain compensation area.

54. | Project design preventing any encroachment in wetlands, waterbodies or riparian areas and their associated buffer zones.

55.  Maintain the topography of excavation areas in a way that preserves a water flow pattern similar to current conditions.

56. | Developing and implementing a Stormwater Management Plan

57.  Acquiring a Provincial Environmental Compliance Approval as per Section 53 of the Ontario Water Resources Act.

58. Developing and implementing an Operation and Maintenance Plan of the Stormwater System that includes conditions of the ECA permit

59. Developing and implementing an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP) to prevent sedimentation into wetlands, Sauble River and its tributaries.

60. | Developing and implementing a Spill Contingency Plan and implementing spill prevention measures.

Not transferring or storing fuel within 30 m of the wetlands, Sauble River and its tributaries. Conduct all refuelling activities with an appropriate spill kit available. Use drip trays

ell. when refueling to prevent releases to the environment.

62. | Inspecting all heavy equipment and light vehicles for leaks and failures daily.

63. | Dewater to vegetated areas without direct drainage to surface water features (e.g., wetlands, Sauble River) and at a rate that does not create erosion.
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ﬂ Mitigation measure Prole;:itnljlif:gcycle Implemented by

Weeds
64. Include survey for weed populations and plant disease in the pre-construction soil survey. Construction Neoen Corpgrote
preparedness commitment
65. | Knock soil clumps of vehicles before entering or leaving the construction site to limit spread of weed seed or plant parts. During constfruction Construction Corpgro’re
contractor commitment
Wildlife species at risk
66. | Land clearing or starting construction activities within eastern meadowlark habitat will occur outside the breeding period (early May to mid-August). During construction Construction Corpqro’re
contractor commitment
Cavity trees identified on site will be retained. Transmission ROW will not include identified cavity trees. If cavity trees are identified as danger trees outside of the ROW Corporate

67. | boundaries, then a biologist will assess the tree for nest presence prior to clearing. Clearing of danger trees will occur outside of the nesting period (second week of May to | During construction Neoen
third week of August) if possible.

commitment
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1. BACKGROUND

Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage, is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600 MW hours (MWh) battery
energy storage system (BESS) proposed for development on 39 Concession Road 4, Arran,
approximately 5 kilometers (km) southeast of the Village of Tara in the Municipality of Arran-
Elderslie (herein the “Project Lands”).

The project was awarded a 20-year contract by the Independent Electricity System Operator
(IESO) in May 2024. Post-award consultation activities began in June 2024 and continued
through spring 2025. Engagement activities will continue through the project lifecycle.

Tara BESS consists of approximately 420 lithium iron phosphate battery cell containers, an
operations and maintenance building, stormwater management system, and 230-kilovolt (kV)
substation, and is proposed to connect to Hydro One’s existing high voltage line at the south of
the Project Lands.

PROJECT LANDS

TARA

BATTERY

Tranamission Line

— Exinting MV Transmission Line

L Proposed Project Lands % Optionsd Lands ‘\ FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY

2. CONSULTATION APPROACH & PRINCIPLES

Consultation was carried out in accordance with the Class Environment Assessment for Minor
Transmission Facilities. Neoen consulted Rightsholders (Indigenous communities), stakeholders,
including Elected Officials, government, and regulatory bodies, and members of the public.

Neoen consulted on a host of subject matter, including but not limited to design and layout,
wildlife, noise, visual screening, safety, community benefits, transportation, construction,
operations, and decommissioning. Neoen consulted on the BESS facility and 230 kV substation
as a whole to ensure a complete understanding of the project among consulted groups.
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Neoen prioritized direct communication, early on and often, transparency, and accessibility to
project information and staff by:

Maintaining a dedicated project phone number, e-mail, and project website
Hosting two (2) community open houses

Issuing mail-outs

Offering 1-on-1 meetings

Commissioning a multi-stakeholder working group; and

Bringing delegations before host and neighbouring councils.

Three iterations of the project layout were shared over the consultation period. Each iteration
incorporated feedback received, including shifting of the BESS facility further south and
vegetative screening.

Neoen endeavoured to satisfy consultation obligations under the Duty to Consult, Class
Environment Assessment for Minor Transmission Facilities, and Environmental Compliance
Approval. Additionally, consultation efforts supported Neoen’s local planning applications.

DUTY TO CONSULT

The Duty to Consult (DTC) with Indigenous peoples is the fiduciary duty of the Crown as
represented by the Government of Canada or the Government of Ontario. The DTC and, where
appropriate, accommodate Indigenous peoples requires that federal and provincial governments
have a dialogue with Indigenous Nations, communities and organizations about contemplated
government actions or decisions that might have a negative impact on Aboriginal and/or treaty
rights.

CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR MINOR TRANSMISSION FACILITIES

The Environmental Assessment Act sets out requirements for mandatory notification during the
terms of reference and environmental assessment process, which includes a notice of
submission. In addition, the ministry is also requiring notices of commencement when the
proponent begins the terms of reference and environmental assessment process.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE APPROVAL

All proposals that are classified as Class Il for the purposes of the Environmental Bill of Rights,
1993 (EBR) require public notification on the Environmental Registry of Ontario.

3. CONSULTED GROUPS

RIGHTSHOLDERS (INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES)

The Ministry of Energy and Mines (formerly Ministry of Energy and Electrification) identified
Rightsholders to be consulted:

« Saugeen First Nation
« Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation
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collectively represented by the Saugeen Ojibway Nation (SON)

« the Georgian Bay Historic Métis Community
part of the Métis Nation of Ontario — Region 7 Communities and represented by the
Georgian Bay Tradition Territory Consultation Committee (GBTTC).

STAKEHOLDERS

The Project Lands are within Bruce County and the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, adjacent Grey
County and the Township of Chatsworth. Neoen consulted representatives from both the host
and neighbouring counties and municipalities.

Elected Officials

e Member of Provincial Parliament, Grey-Bruce-Owen Sound
e Warden and Council, Bruce County
e Warden and Council, Grey County
¢ Mayor and Council, Municipality of Arran-Elderslie
e Mayor and Council, Township of Chatsworth
Government
e Ministry of Energy and Electrification (MOEE)
e Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
e Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM)
e Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation, and Trade (MEDJCT)
e Bruce County
e Grey County
e Municipality of Arran-Elderslie
e Township of Chatsworth
Regulators

e Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA)
e The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO)
e Hydro One

PUBLIC

Neoen consulted landowners and occupants in the vicinity of the Project Lands. Neoen identified
a 2-kilometre radius (“community catchment area”) of the Project Lands, including properties
along the concession roads 2, 4, and 6 corridors between Bruce Road 10 and Grey-Bruce Line,
and on Bruce Road 10 and Grey Bruce Line between concession roads 2 and 6, as well as the
broader communities of Arran-Elderslie and Chatsworth.

4. CONSULTATION METHODS & NOTIFICATION TECHNIQUES
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Neoen employed the following consultation methods and notification techniques:

1-on-1 Meetings

Meetings with Rightsholders, stakesholders, and
landowners/occupants.

Canvassing

Canvass (door-knocking) of dwellings within the community
catchment area.

Information Notices

Distribution of print and digital information notices containing
project information, dates, events, and contact details.

Community Open
House

Drop-in format consultation event with information boards and
subject matter experts, also known as a public information centre.

Rightsholder
Consultation

Consultation activities specifically for Rightsholders, including in-
person and virtual meetings and events in/for Rightsholder
communities.

Delegations

Presentations to upper and lower-tier local councils.

Geotargeted Digital
Advertising

Geotargeted digital advertisements for the purpose of advertising
notices and consultation events.

Local Bulletins

Use of local bulletins to advertise information notices and
consultation events.

Multi-stakeholder
Working Group

Information sharing and coordination meetings on a host of subject
matter for local government and regulators.

Phone and E-mail

To facilitate communication between the public and project staff.

Project Website

A dedicated project website containing project information,
Frequently Asked Questions, imagery, information notices, contact
details, and a feedback form.

Neoen accepted feedback through the following channels:

E-mail and Phone

Feedback Form (hardcopy and digital via project website)
In-person (via 1-on-1 meetings, delegations, open house, etc.)
Traditional Mail

5. SCHEDULE OF CONSULTATION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

A schedule of consultation events and activities, including a description of any feedback raised,
responses provided and associated attachments is included in Appendix A.
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6. CONSULTATION SUMMARIES

This section provides a summary of Neoen’s consultation efforts with the consulted group over
the consultation period, including the range and general sentiment of feedback received, and how
Neoen responded to the feedback. Specific consultation events and activities are detailed in
Section 5.

PUBLIC

Neoen held two community open houses during the consultation period, January 215t and June
5t 2025, at the Tara Community Centre located at 150 Hamilton Street in the Village of Tara.
For each open house, Neoen held an afternoon (12:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.) and an evening session
(6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.). Each open house was drop-in format with information boards posted
around the room. Topics covered included project capacity, BESS technology, project
components and layout, floodplain management, stormwater management, noise, wildlife,
decommissioning, safety, construction, operations, schedule, and community benefits. Neoen
staff and consultants were present to answer questions and record feedback. Upon arrival, visitors
were asked to sign-in and were provided with a feedback form that, if returned during the
consultation period, would form part of Neoen’s public consultation record.

January 21, 2025

Print notices were delivered to properties within the community catchment area and posted on
local bulletins, including the Tara Library (59 Yonge St N), Tara Post Office (40 Yonge St N), and
Tara Community Centre. Digital copies were shared with Rightsholders, stakeholders and posted
to the project website. To reach a broader audience, Neoen placed a digital, geotargeted
advertisement with Grey-Bruce Weekly targeting users in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie,
Townships of Chatsworth, Bruce County and Grey County.

A combined 61 people attended the sessions, including Mayor Steve Hammell (Arran-Elderslie),
Councillor Peter Steinacker (Arran-Elderslie), Mayor Scott Mackey (Chatsworth), Deputy Mayor
Terry McKay (Chatsworth), and Councillor Peter Whitten (Chatsworth). A combined 15 feedback
forms were received, including three via online feedback form and one via e-mail. Feedback forms
without names represent individuals that preferred to remain anonymous. The information boards
are available on the project website for viewing.

What we heard
e The proposed BESS location is too close to the Sauble River.
e Concerned about potential for contamination of drinking water.

e Lack of confidence that the proposed retention pond will be sufficient to prevent

Floodplain and contamination, manage floodplain.
Stormwater
Management How we responded

Staff explained how the stormwater management system is designed to prevent
contamination of the river and surrounding environment. Neoen ensured the stormwater
management system designer was present to answer questions. In response to the
feedback, Neoen provided more detailed information on the stormwater management
system at the June 5" open house.

Environment What we heard

TARA BESS PUBLIC CONSULTATION RECORD NEOEN 9




NEOEN

e Concerned about loss of Eastern Meadowlark habitat.
How we responded

Staff explained that a field assessment was performed to identify cavity nests and that
trees with cavity nests would be avoided during construction and operations.

Agriculture

What we heard

e The site is prime agricultural land and should not be used for BESS.
e Concerns about loss of topsoil due to construction of the BESS.
How we responded

Staff explained why the site is suitable to host a BESS, and that an Agricultural Impact
Assessment was performed which confirmed there would be no impact on the local food
chain. Neoen committed to allow agricultural activities to continue around the BESS
infrastructure should the landowner desire once commercial operations of Tara BESS
begin. Staff explained that topsoil would be removed and stockpiled where possible and
reinstated once the facility is decommissioned.

Safety

What we heard

e Proximity of residential properties is too close given the risk of fire.

e Tara relies on volunteer fire fighters — the municipality is ill-equipped to respond.
e Concerns about impact on air quality in the event of fire.

e Concerns about impact to Sauble River in the event of fire.

e Concerns about impact to cattle and surrounding farmland in the event of fire.

e Loss of future farming viability in the event of a burn event.

e Concerns about the distance between facility and local fire station.

e Concerns that property insurance will increase due to fire risk.

e Concerns about the general safety of children living nearby.

e Concerns about Neoen'’s ability to respond to an emergency because the site will not
be staffed 24/7.

e The site is too wet to contain a potential spill event.
How we responded

Staff explained that BESS fires and spill events are rare, and that Tara BESS is designed
with several layers of protection to mitigate risk. Staff explained the typical response to a
BESS fire and confirmed that Neoen had engaged local fire personnel and would continue
to do so, and that Neoen committed to provide facility training to local fire staff. Neoen
committed to paying any difference in price of home insurance arising from the BESS
facility for the one landowner who raised it as a concern. Following the open house, Neoen
commissioned a voluntary air dispersion model to address concerns about toxic gas
emissions in the event of a fire. Staff explained that the site would be fenced in preventing
unauthorized access. Staff explained that an Emergency Response Plan was being
developed to the satisfaction of local first responders. Neoen held a working group session
on safety and shared more detailed safety information, including a copy of its
Comprehensive Safety Plan and of the Air Dispersion Model at the June 5" open house.

Decommissioning

What we heard

e The municipality will be burdened with decommissioning if Neoen abandons the site
or dissolves its business.

e Concerns over lack of a bond in place to ensure decommissioning occurs.

TARA BESS CONSULTATION RECORD NEOEN
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How we responded

Staff explained that while there is no bond, security or policy for decommissioning, Neoen
would be open to providing a security if requested by a stakeholder/regulator. Staff
explained the decommissioning obligations set out in Neoen’s agreement with the
landowner and that the obligations would be passed onto Neoen’s creditors in the event
that Neoen dissolved or sold the project. On May 26, Neoen offered to provide a security
to Arran-Elderslie Council in response to decommissioning concerns (see Arran Elderslie
Council).

What we heard

e Minimize visual impact to surrounding neighbours.

e Concerns about potential loss in property value of surrounding residential properties.
e Concerns about noise and construction nuisance.

e Concerns about light pollution.

e No artwork on noise walls.

How we responded

Property Impacts Staff ex.plained it would consider_vegeta_tive sp(e_ening around_the facility as wgll ason the
properties of landowners in the immediate vicinity of the project. Staff explained that its
‘develop-to-own strategy’ means Neoen will likely be around during construction and
operations and that Neoen is committed to working with neighbours to address concerns
about lighting and construction nuisance.
Following the open house, Neoen commissioned and submitted a landscape plan that
proposes 200+ trees and shrubs along the north, east, and parts of the west project
perimeter. The proposed trees and shrubs were noted in the April 10 information notice
(project update) and illustrated in a rendering at the second open house. The landscape
plan was shared with the landowner of the nearest dwelling for feedback.
Neoen committed to benefit sharing with residents in the immediate project vicinity.
What we heard
e The Project Lands are zoned Environmentally Protected (EP) — other landowners with

EP zoned lands cannot build, so Neoen should not be allowed either.

e Not supportive (no explanation).
e Neoen is not transparent.

Other/General e Feels like Tara is being used as an experiment.
e Concerns about impact to the Municipality’s expansion plans (no detail provided).
How we responded
Staff explained that, like all applicants, Tara BESS is subject to Official Plan Amendment
and rezoning processes. Neoen explained that Tara BESS would not impact municipal
expansion plans and, instead, would provide economic benefit to the municipality.
What we heard
e Search for a property in closer proximity to demand.

) e Search for a property further from the Sauble River and residential properties.
Location

e Search for a property with a paid, 24-hour fire department.
¢ Not a suitable location (no explanation).
How we responded
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Staff explained why the Project Lands are suitable to host a BESS, how Neoen would
protect the Sauble River, and explained that Neoen would engage local fire on emergency
response.

What we heard
e Support for new roads and bridges.
e A percentage of revenues should be allocated to the community.

_ ) e Offer construction jobs.
Community Benefits
How we responded

Staff explained that the project would provide community benefits, including funds for local
projects, and job and supplier opportunities. Neoen shared the specific details of its
community benefits plan to Arran-Elderslie Council on May 26 and to the public at the
June 5" open house.

June 5, 2025

Print notices were delivered to properties within the community catchment area and to more than
300 PO boxes in the Village of Tara. Print notices were posted on local bulletins, including the
Tara Post Office (40 Yonge St N), and Tara Community Centre. Digital copies were shared with
stakeholders and posted to the project website.

A combined 23 people attended the sessions, including Deputy Mayor Jennifer Shaw (Arran-
Elderslie). A combined six feedback forms were received. Feedback forms without names
represent individuals that preferred to remain anonymous.

In response to feedback from the January 215t open house, Neoen presented substantially more
information on its proposal to manage the floodplain, protect the Sauble River, and on BESS
safety. Neoen commissioned conceptual renderings of the facility and shared the details of its
community benefits plan. Additionally, Neoen asked more specific questions on the feedback
form, including questions about managing the floodplain and protecting the Sauble River.

What we heard
e Boards were informative and proposal is well designed.

e Lack of confidence or undecided on whether the proposed design is sufficient to
manage the floodplain and/or protect the Sauble River.

Floodplain and

Stormwater How we responded

Management Staff provided more detailed information on its proposal to manage the floodplain and on
the stormwater management system, including drawings, imagery and maps. The
stormwater management system designer was stationed at the boards to answer
questions. Staff offered verbal examples of other BESS projects constructed in floodplain
areas.
What we heard
e How loud will noise from the facility be?

Noise How we responded

Staff explained that baseline noise monitoring was conducted, which determines the
requirements which Tara BESS must comply with at each surrounding dwelling. Neoen

shared a noise scale that identified anticipated noise levels for Tara BESS at the nearest
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dwelling. Neoen explained that compliance is achieved using noise mitigation measures,
including acoustic barrier walls, and that additional measures could be required in the
future. Staff explained that a Noise Impact Assessment would form part of its
Environmental Assessment to be reviewed by the MECP.

What we heard
e Concerns about a potential contamination caused by flooding.

e Questions about how a contamination event would be managed if severe flooding
occurred.

e Concerns about battery fire response protocol, particularly the impact of toxic gas
emissions to humans and wildlife.

e Concerns about strain on local fire department.

e Specialized training should be provided to emergency responders.

Safety e Explore batteries chemical compounds other than lithium ion.
o What protections are in place to prevent airborne hazards?
How we responded
In response to feedback received at the January 21st open house, information boards
included detailed information on the Battery Management System and Thermal
Management system and how they work to prevent battery fires. Staff explained how
hazard events would be responded to. Neoen had copies of its Comprehensive Safety
Plan and of Air Dispersion Model for Tara BESS available for viewing, which outline
passive and active protection measures for Tara BESS, spill event response, fire
response, and potential toxic gas emissions.
What we heard
¢ What happens if Neoen abandons the project?
How we responded

Decommissioning Staff explained that Neoen is contractually obligated to decommission the facility within
18-months of the final day of operations as set out in its agreement with the landowner,
and that its obligations would be passed on to the new project owner or Neoen’s creditors
if Neoen were sold or dissolved. On May 26, at Arran-Elderslie Council, Neoen offered to
provide a decommissioning security or bond to the Municipality if desired.
What we heard
e Too close to neighbouring resident’s well and septic beds.

Property Impacts How we responded

Neoen conducted a site visit of the property in November 2024, and based on design and
modelling, there is no impact to well or septic expected.

Community Benefits

What we heard

e Questions about who would be eligible for resident benefits.
e A“small bribe”.

How we responded

Staff explained that landowners with a residential dwelling within a 1 km block would
receive $5000 CAD annually, and landowners with a residential dwelling outside of the 1
km block but within a 2 km block would receive $2500 CAD annually. Staff explained that
the neighbour benefit does not require signing or project support.
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STAKEHOLDERS
Member of Provincial Parliament, Grey-Bruce-Owen Sound

Neoen met with Rick Byers, former Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) for Grey-Bruce-Owen
Sound, virtually, on November 13, 2024. Neoen provided an overview of the project and an update
on feedback received to date. There was no feedback to report. Notice of Commencement of the
Class EA was provided to MPP Byers’ staff on November 25, 2024.

On February 27, 2025, Ontario held a General Election and the Honourable Paul Vickers was
elected MPP for Grey-Bruce-Owen Sound. On April 7, 2025, Neoen met with MPP Vickers at his
constituency office. Neoen provided an overview of the project, including the status of consultation
activities and permitting requirements and timelines. MPP Vickers provided an overview of
community concerns received by his offices, mostly relating to floodplain. Neoen explained its
proposal to manage the floodplain. Hard copies of the presentation were left with MPP Vickers
and his staff.

Neoen met with MPP Vickers again, on April 25, on a call organized by Energy Storage Canada.
Neoen provided a brief status update. MPP Vickers asked about community benefits and Neoen
shared the details of its community benefits plan for Tara. MPP Vickers remarked that it is fair for
neighbours nearby the project to receive compensation.

Bruce County — Warden and Council

Neoen brought a delegation before Bruce County Council on January 9, 2025. Neoen provided a
project overview, including information on project layout, design, safety, environmental
assessment, permitting, and consultation. Council raised concerns about the floodplain and
fairness of allowing development on lands zoned Environmentally Protected when other
landowners would be prohibited. Neoen explained that it must submit to the Official Plan
Amendment and re-zoning processes like any other applicant. Council also raised concerns about
safety, budget for safety, and questions about whether Neoen will receive a subsidy from the
IESO. Neoen explained how a BESS fire is typically responded to and that Neoen is engaging
the local fire department in its emergency response planning. Neoen explained that there is no
set budget for emergency response, instead it is a project case basis, and the priority is safety.
Neoen explained that it will be paid by IESO for providing 400 MW of capacity at a rate established
in its LT1 bid. Neoen offered to return to Council if desired in the future. Information notices were
provided to Council through Jennifer Burnett, Senior Planner, Bruce County, through the
consultation period.

Grey County — Warden and Council

Neoen contacted Warden Brian Milne of neighbouring Grey County on October 30, 2024, to
introduce the project and request to meet. On November 6, 2024, senior policy planner, Liz
Buckton, wrote Neoen to say she would meet with Neoen on behalf of the Warden. Neoen met
with Liz on November 11, 2024, to provide a project overview. Future updates to Grey County
Council were provided through Liz Buckton. Liz asked that Neoen continue to include Grey County
in its consultation given the proximity of the project. Liz participated in the Tara BESS Working
Group on behalf of Grey County.

TARA BESS CONSULTATION RECORD NEOEN
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Municipality of Arran-Elderslie — Mayor and Council

Neoen first contacted Mayor Steve Hammell and Councillor Peter Steinacker (Tara) on October
29, 2024. Neoen brought a delegation before Council on December 9, 2025. Councillor Penner
provided a list of questions for Neoen via e-mail to address in its delegation. Council raised
concerns about the floodplain and the potential impacts of excavating fill from an adjacent
property and using it on the proposed Project Lands. Neoen provided information notices and
updates to Council through CAO Emily Dance. Mayor Steve Hammell and Councillor Peter
Steinacker attended the community open house on January 21, 2025, where Mayor Hammell
again raised concerns about the floodplain. Neoen staff explained its proposal to manage the
floodplain and that it would be reviewed by the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority.

On May 26, 2025, Neoen brought a second delegation before Council. Neoen provided a project
overview including a detailed layout, more detailed information on its proposal to manage the
floodplain and to protect the Sauble River, information on community benefits, a high-level
overview of public feedback received, how Neoen responded, and upcoming consultation
activities. Council raised concerns about Neoen’s proposal to manage the floodplain and protect
the Sauble River, including the potential for impact to Tara’s drinking water in the event of
contamination and whether the retention pond could filter suspended particles. Neoen explained
how the cut-and-fill method works and how the retention pond works to prevent contamination.
Neoen informed Council that it had explored other host sites within the municipality but could not
identify a willing landowner or encountered development constraints, such as noise. Council
remarked that it was not aware of any project benefits for the municipality. Neoen explained that
it commissioned a working group with municipal staff from Arran-Elderslie and held a session
specifically for community benefits and outlined the benefits it anticipated the municipality would
receive, including tax revenues, community benefits dollars, and artwork. Neoen also explained
its neighbour benefits scheme for Tara BESS and plans to provide local employment and supplier
opportunities. Neoen committed to sharing copies of its planning and Grey Sauble Conservation
Authority application directly to Council. Neoen committed to providing copies of reports and more
detailed information to address Council’s concerns.

Township of Chatsworth — Mayor and Council

Neoen contacted Mayor Scott Mackey of neighbouring Township of Chatsworth on October 30,
2024, by e-mail, to introduce the project and request to meet. Neoen did not receive a response.
On December 10, 2024, Neoen sent a follow-up e-mail to CAO and Clerk, Patty Sinnamon, to
share project notices and to arrange a meeting with staff. Neoen did not receive a response. On
January 21, 2025, Mayor Scott Mackey, Deputy Mayor Terry McKay (Chatsworth), and Councillor
Peter Whitten (Chatsworth) attended the community open house. Neoen brought a delegation
before Council on February 5, 2025. Neoen provided a project overview, including information of
layout, design, safety, environmental assessment, permitting, and consultation. Council noted
that they do not have a say in the project as it is in Bruce County, but that they have concerns
about fire safety. Neoen explained how BESS fires are typically responded to. Neoen
acknowledged the proximity of the project to Chatsworth and committed to engaging Council and
residents on the project. Mayor Mackey asked whether a municipal support resolution had been
obtained. Neoen followed up with Mayor Mackey by e-mail to confirm it had been obtained prior
to the LT1 bid. Neoen contacted Mayor Mackey on May 8, 2025, to provide a written project
update and information notices.
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Bruce County — Staff

Jennifer Burnett, Senior Planner, is the planner assigned to the Tara BESS file at Bruce County.
Neoen provided Jennifer with regular project updates and notices over the consultation period.
Jennifer participated in Neoen’s Tara BESS Multi-stakeholder Working Group. Staff questions
and comments are reflected in the working group minutes. On October 18, 2024, Neoen met with
Pierre Valley with Bruce County’s Economic Development group to provide an overview of the
project. Neoen has also provided project updates to Pierre and invited Pierre to attend the
community benefits working group session. Pierre expressed interest in future economic impact,
employment and supplier opportunities should the project be approved. Neoen committed to
keeping in contact with Pierre.

Municipality of Arran-Elderslie — Staff

Emily Dance, CAO, is Neoen'’s primary contact at Arran-Elderslie. Neoen provided Emily with
regular project updates and information notices over the consultation period. Emily participated
in Neoen’s Tara BESS Multi-stakeholder Working Group. Staff questions and comments are
reflected in the working group minutes. Neoen participated in a pre-consultation meeting with
Emily and other municipal staff on May 5, 2025, regarding Arran-Elderslie’s new BESS policy (site
plan policy for BESS). During that meeting, Neoen shared an overview of the project with staff.

On October 30, 2024, Neoen contacted Fire Chief, Steve Tiernan, by e-mail requesting to meet.
Neoen met with Chief Tiernan, virtually, on November 11, 2024. Neoen provided an overview of
the project and committed to working with Chief Tiernan to develop the emergency response plan
for Tara BESS. Neoen also committed to providing the fire department with training and covering
the cost of air monitoring equipment for the department. Chief Tiernan participated in the Tara
BESS Multi-stakeholder Working Group. Chief Tiernan’s concerns and comments are outlined in
the minutes. In response to a request from Chief Tiernan to disclose all toxic gases that could be
emitted during a battery fire event, Neoen made a copy of its air dispersion model available for
viewing at the June 5" community open house.

Grey County Staff

On November 6, 2024, senior policy planner, Liz Buckton, wrote Neoen to say she would meet
with Neoen on behalf of the Warden. Neoen met with Liz on November 11, 2024, to provide a
project overview. Neoen provided regular project updates and information notices to Liz. Liz
participated in the Tara BESS Multi-stakeholder Working Group. Liz’s concerns and comments
are outlined in the minutes.

Ministry of Energy and Mines (MOEM)

Neoen consulted Amy Gibson, Manager, Indigenous Energy Policy, and Samir Adkar, Director,
Energy Networks and Indigenous Policy, on the Tara BESS project, particularly on Indigenous
consultation for the Class EA. Neoen met with Amy, Samir and members of their team on a regular
basis during the consultation period to keep MOEM staff abreast Indigenous consultation
activities. There is no specific project feedback to report.

Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
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Monika Macki is the Environmental Assessment Coordinator assigned to the Tara BESS file.
Neoen held a virtual pre-consultation meeting with Monika Macki and her team on November 27,
2024, regarding the Class EA process. MECP provided preliminary comments on Neoen’s draft
Environmental Study Report (ESR) on April 15, 2025. Neoen met with MECP on May 8, 2025, to
discuss the comments. Neoen responded to the comments on May 21, 2025. MECP’s comments
and Neoen’s responses to the comments are outlined in Appendix A.

Neoen, its consultants, BBA, and MECP held a site visit to the proposed project lands on January
22, 2025. The purpose of the visit was to review Neoen’s proposed stormwater management
design.

Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation, and Trade (MEDJCT)

On March 19, Brittany Morrison and Benoit Pinot de Villechenon met with Jaspreet Singh and Atik
Gilao of the Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation, and Trade (MEDJCT), virtually, to
provide an overview of the Tara BESS project. There is no feedback to report. Neoen agreed to
update MEDJCT on job opportunities in the future.

Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA)

MacLean Plewes, Manager of Environmental Planning, is Neoen’s primary contact at GSCA.
MacLean and lan Eriksen, Manager if Engineering, participated in Neoen’s Tara BESS Multi-
stakeholder Working Group. Neoen held a working group session specifically for floodplain and
stormwater management on February 28, 2025. GSCA concerns and comments are outlined in
the working group minutes. Neoen met with MacLean, lan, and Nicole McArthur on April 9, 2025.
GSCA expressed interest in seeing modelling of flood scenarios under more frequent events.
Neoen agreed and provided 5, 10, 25 and 200-year flood scenario models. In its consultation with
the GSCA, GSCA expressed that Neoen’s proposal to manage the floodplain does not comply
with the GSCA'’s policy. Neoen provided policy justification reports to support its Conservation
Authority and planning applications in response and referenced other BESS projects that have
been approved and constructed in floodplains in Ontario.

The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO)

Alan Shek is Neoen’s contact at IESO. Neoen provides IESO with monthly project updates. Neoen
incorporated content from IESO’s community into the January 215t and June 5" open house
information boards. There is no specific project feedback to report.

Hydro One

Shevaughne Wynter and Arsenije Vukojicic are Neoen’s contacts at Hydro One. Neoen meets
with Hydro One virtually on a bi-weekly basis to discuss interconnection design and process,
including telecom design, civil design, permitting, land control, site access, project timeline, and
electrical engineering. There is no specific feedback to report.

RIGHTSHOLDERS

Saugeen Ojibway Nation (Saugeen First Nation and Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First
Nation)

TARA BESS PUBLIC CONSULTATION RECORD NEOEN 17
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On September 4, 2024, notice of project letters for Tara BESS were sent to the Saugeen Ojibway
Nation (SON) Environment office and to the Saugeen First Nation and Chippewas of Nawash
Unceded First Nation via e-mail. The letters included high-level project information and a request
to meet to discuss the Tara BESS project.

On October 7, 2024, Owen Tanner, Manger of Energy for SON, contacted Neoen by phone to
advise that the SON Joint Council had instructed staff to halt consultation on the Tara BESS
project. On October 9, 2024, Neoen was copied on a letter from the Saugeen Ojibway Nation
Chiefs to Samir Adkar, Director of Energy Networks and Indigenous Policy with the then Ministry
of Energy and Mines (MEOM), formerly Ministry of Energy and Electrification, outlining concerns
about the Tara BESS project being developed without “meaningful dialogue” and having
“advanced in a way that is inconsistent” with a 2010 Agreement between the SON and the Crown.
This was the first time Neoen was made aware of an agreement between SON and the Crown.

Following direction from MOEM, Neoen e-mailed and called Janet Galant, Manager of the SON
Environment Office, on November 1, 2024, to request a meeting. A meeting between the SON
Chiefs and Neoen was scheduled for November 20, 2024. On November 20, Janet notified Neoen
by e-mail that the Chiefs needed to reschedule. Neoen made several attempts to reschedule but
was unsuccessful in obtaining a meeting with the SON Chiefs or SON staff. On December 3,
Janet Galant notified Neoen by e-mail that Tara BESS is proposed within a “buffer zone” identified
in the 2010 Agreement between SON and the Crown and that SON must meet with MOEM before
it can meet with Neoen.

On May 15, 2025, Neoen was copied on a letter from the SON Chiefs to the Honourable Todd
McCarthy, Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks. The letter states SON’s expectation
that that Neoen’s Environmental Assessment for Tara BESS is not approved until SON and
Ontario meet to discuss the 2010 Agreement. The letter also notes that the Tara BESS project
was awarded without Indigenous equity. In response, Neoen sent a letter to the SON Chiefs via
email on June 6th affirming Neoen’s commitment to continue to consult SON in a meaningful way
and requesting to meet to discuss the project, including the SON’s rights and participation.

On June 6, 2025, Neoen received a letter from Janet Galant requesting that Neoen not perform
planned archaeological activities until SON meets with Ontario to discuss the 2010 Agreement.
Neoen replied to the letter via e-mail on June 12, 2025, confirming that stage 2 archaeological
activities will not occur until after August 31, 2025.

While, despite numerous attempts, Neoen was unable to obtain a meeting with the Saugeen
Ojibway Nation during the consultation period, Neoen period, shared reports, offered capacity
funding, offered to host public meetings specifically for the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, provided
information notices, provided project updates and material, and requested SON’s participation in
archaeological activities. Consultation activities are outlined in Appendix A. Neoen is committed
to meaningful consultation with Rightsholders and will continue to consult and engage SON on
the Tara BESS project.

Georgian Bay Historical Métis Community, Métis Nation of Ontario — Region 7 (MNO)

On September 4, 2024, Neoen e-mailed a notice of project letter for Tara BESS to the to the
MNO. The letter included high-level project information and a request to meet to discuss the Tara
BESS project. Mary McDougall and Mackenzie Bell (preceded by Ethan Roy) are Neoen’s primary
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contacts for the Georgian Bay Historical Métis Community. Neoen provided regular project
updates and notices to the MNO over the consultation period. On October 2, 2024, Neoen met
with the Georgian Bay Traditional Territory Consultation Committee (GBTTCC) to provide a
project overview and obtain feedback. Neoen and MNO entered into a contribution agreement on
January 22, 2025, outlining consultation commitments for Tara BESS. A second consultation
meeting occurred on February 14, 2025. On June 7, 2025, Neoen participated in the MNO’s Upper
Great Lakes Historical Métis Communities All Councils Meeting. Over the consultation period,
MNO raised questions and concerns about protecting wildlife, recycling, the stormwater
management system, and creating job opportunities for the Georgian Bay Historical Métis
Community. Neoen provided reports and capacity funding as outlined in its contribution
agreement. Consultation activities are outlined in Appendix A. Neoen is committed to continued
consultation and engagement with the MNO, including participation in community events,
opportunities for participation in artwork, and future meetings. Neoen and MNO use a dedicated
SharePoint site to manage file sharing.

7. CONCLUSION

Neoen employed a robust mix of consultation methods and notification techniques to ensure
Rightsholders, stakeholders and the public were consulted in accordance with the principles
outlined in the Class Environmental Assessment for Minor Transmission Facilities, including
information notices, meetings, print and digital communications, open houses, working groups
and delegations. Neoen offered dedicated forums to consult Rightsholders and stakeholders, and
extended capacity funding to Rightsholders. Over the consultation period, Neoen heard a mix of
feedback, including but not limited to concerns about safety, managing the floodplain, protecting
the Sauble River, and community benefits. Consultation materials appended to this report reflect
how Neoen responded to the feedback by providing more detailed information, amending studies,
commissioning additional studies or resources, and incorporating feedback where reasonable.
This is further reflected in the public feedback received between the January 215t and June 5™
open house. While Neoen is confident that it has satisfied the consultation requirements set out
for the Class Environmental Assessment for Minor Transmission Facilities, it remains committed
to ongoing consultation with Rightsholders, stakeholders and communities to ensure the Tara
BESS project provides meaningful and lasting benefits for all.
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Public Community Engagement Meeting

Project Name: Grey Owl Storage

Date: Thursday, November 2, 2023

Time: 5:30pm —7:30pm*

Meeting Location: Tara Community Centre (150 Hamilton Street, Tara, ON, NOH2NO)
Proponent: Shift Solar Inc.

Proposed Project Location: 37 Concession 4 Arran, Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, ON NOH 2NO

*A short presentation will be made at 6pm with a formal Q&A period will be held afterwards, and we will be available to answer your
questions throughout the duration of the event

Shift Solar Inc. is developing an energy storage project with a potential capacity of 400 MW and is situated on
approximately 40 acres. We invite you to our in-person public community meeting to learn more about the
project. Should the project be awarded a contract by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO), Shift
Solar will work on obtaining all required provincial and municipal permits while continuing engagement efforts
with the community. Project updates and resources will also be made available on the Project Website:
https://www.shiftsolar.ca/grey-owl-storage

Our project team is looking forward to meeting you to discuss the project!

If you cannot attend or have other questions or comments, please email us at info@shiftsolar.ca

A-56 Mill Street East, Unit 183 6 Liberty Square, PMB 577
Acton, Ontario L7J TH3 Boston, Massachusetts
CANADA UNITED STATES shiftsolar.ca



Notice of Public Meeting - Grey Owl Storage

Mike <mike@shiftsolar.ca>
Tue 2023-10-17 11:49 AM

Bcc:planningpermits@greysauble.on.ca <planningpermits@greysauble.on.ca>;Dobbyn, Sandy (MNRF)
<Sandy.Dobbyn@ontario.ca>;necowensound@ontario.ca <necowensound@ontario.ca>;david.marriott@ontario.ca
<david.marriott@ontario.ca>;karla.barboza@ontario.ca <karla.barboza@ontario.ca>;noticereview@infrastructureontario.ca
<noticereview@infrastructureontario.ca>;michael.dicosmo@ontario.ca <michael.dicosmo@ontario.ca>;erick.boyd@ontario.ca
<erick.boyd@ontario.ca>;keith,johnston@ontario.ca <keith.johnston@ontario.ca>;SR.Planning@ontario.ca
<SR.Planning@ontario.ca>;michael.nadeau@ontario.ca <michael.nadeau@ontario.ca>;marketing@heritagetrust.on.ca
<marketing@heritagetrust.on.ca>;eanotification.swregion@ontario.ca <eanotification.swregion@ontario.ca>;
john.s.ritchie@ontario.ca <john.s.ritchie@ontario.ca>;planning@grey.ca <planning@grey.ca>;Sylvia Kirkwood
<SKirkwood@arran-elderslie.ca>;Christine Fraser-McDonald <CFraser@arran-elderslie.ca>;dthomson@brucecounty.on.ca
<dthomson@brucecounty.on.ca>;manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca <manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>;
Lwhite@brucecounty.on.ca <Lwhite@brucecounty.on.ca>

U 1 attachments (327 KB)
Public Meeting Notice - Grey Owl Storage.pdf;

https://www.shiftsolar.ca/grey-owl-storage
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Public Community Meeting Minutes

Project: Grey Owl Storage Project

Location: Tara Community Ctr

Meeting Date: November 2nd, 2023

Nameplate Capacity: 400MW Battery Energy Storage
Proponent: Shift Solar Inc.

Summary
A Public meeting was hosted by Shift Solar to present information on the proposed Grey Owl Storage project
and give members of the public an opportunity to provide comments, concerns and ask questions.

The Community Hall was open at 5:30pm for folks to arrive, grab a coffee or snack and find a seat. Shift was
available for questions as well. At or around 6pm, Shift presented a PowerPoint (slides to follow), that provided
project name, legal name of the proponent and contact information, nameplate capacity, type of technology,
info about Shift and our partners, information about the IESO procurement, information about energy storage,
the project proposed location and connection including a scale map, and a project timeline.

Following the presentation, Shift opened the floor for Q&As (notes by Stantec to follow).

Notification
Notice of the Public Community Meeting was provided through the following mechanisms:
e Email to Chief Administrative Officer of the municipality attention Sylvia Kirkwood and Christine Fraser-
McDonald as well as Deput Cleark Julie Hamilton
e Registered mail notices to property owners of land adjacent to the boundaries of the project site
e Standard mail notices to property owners within 1km of the project site
e Email to other regulatory agencies and stakeholders identified as having potential interest
e Although the project is not located on indigenous lands, Email notice was sent to Saugeen Ojibway First
Nation
e Newspaper ad in the Grey Bruce This Week posted October 26", 2023.

Attendance
There were 36 people in attendance.

A-56 Mill Street East, Unit 183 6 Liberty Square, PMB 577
Acton, Ontario L7J 1TH3 Boston, Massachusetts 1-416-953-3495
CANADA UNITED STATES shiftsolar.ca



@ Stantec Memo

To: Mike Brugge From: Domnique Zeldin and Justine Lunt
Shift Solar Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Project/File: 160901047 Date: November 8, 2023

Reference: Grey Owl Storage Open House Q&A Summary

PRESENTATION DATE: November 2, 2023

PRESENTATION BY: Mike Brugge, Shift Solar Inc., Mario De Aguero, Neoen, Benoit Pinot de
Villechenon.

PRESENTATION START TIME: 5:57 pm
Q AND A START TIME: 6:16 pm END TIME: 7:23 pm

Question: How many containers will there be?
Answer: approximately 400 containers, but this is at preliminary stage.

Question: You mentioned that you considered it a good spot to conceal the project, can you elaborate on
how you conceal the project?

Answer: Not a lot of residents, natural buffer to the south, with some added landscaping along the roads
and along west side should be able to visually conceal.

Question: No solar panels?
Answer: no solar panels, just energy storage.

Question: When doing site selection, do you look at zoning? Almost the entire area is in a flood plain.
Answer: It’'s not the first thing we look at but we do consider it._ We have met with local planners and
Conservation Authority to get those details and discuss, but a lot of that would be worked out in other
phases of the project, such as permitting. At this time, we don’t have access to flood maps, just the area
regulated by the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority.

Question: Could this move to somewhere where there is no fresh water and good farmable land? What
about quarries?

Answer: It is difficult to permit on brownfields such as quarries with possible remediation requirements and
other permitting requirements. We will continue to look at all the constraints and mitigation measures that
can be implemented, and all things being noted, would be considered through more detailed permitting
phases.

Question: Are there neighbors?
Answer: roughly 10 adjacent neighbors and 25 total within 1km radius of the project.

Question: Your graph shows that until 2028 we have energy, if it's built next year, it would be wasted?
Answer: This project wouldn’t start until 2027, so it does cover where there are predicted shortages in the
future. Further, the province needs to build above the projected need to serve the public reliably. The graph
is a high level visual aid, and not intended to be viewed at a granular level.

Question: Will the site be on a concrete slab? What type of batteries will be used?

Design with community in mind
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Reference: Grey Owl Storage Open House Q&A Summary

Answer: Screw piles with gravel underneath. Concrete is not the best for a project like this. Lithium lon
batteries are extremely safe. There is a low risk of fire, but many design elements are designed to prevent
spread of fire in the containers themselves.

Question: Are you a farmer? This is good farmland that shouldn’t be used for this type of work. We can’t
survive without fossil fuels.
Answer: Understood if the site truly isn’t suited to it then the project wouldn’t proceed.

Question: How big the batteries would be?
Answer: Showed map of site plan, and talked about the size of containers being comparable to a shipping
container.

Question: Let’'s assume that a suitable location can be found, what is it like to live next to one of these?
Emissions, sounds?

Answer: Noise assessments are part of the key studies completed. 40 decibels is the requirement for
nearest receptor. If you stand next to a container it is something like 60 decibels. Also sound walls would be
installed if required to help reach the levels the regulation requires. No emissions as no combustion is
happening, it’s just batteries.

Question: What voltage do the batteries have? Do you need a transformer?
Answer: transformer would be needed yes, similar noise to the containers, and a larger transformer
substation closer to the line, likely to be surrounded by noise walls.

Question: So it's sounding like this isn’t the best location for it, but if you did find a place and the property
changes hands? What happens if the new landowner doesn’t want it?

Answer: We lease land from the landowners, so it is tied to the land. If they don’t want the project any new
landowners shouldn’t buy the land.

Question: When the project is done, would it carry on?
Answer: maybe a chance for a small extension, only have a lifespan of 20-25 years due to battery life.

Question: In terms of temperature what is the benefit or disadvantage of dealing with cold temperatures?
Answer: there would be power draw continually for HVAC equipment, and heating, the containers stay quite
warm from the batteries themselves. Otherwise no real impact from cold temperatures.

Question: You picked this location because it's accessible, and your close to the power line? | don’t think
you took into consideration the neighbours beside you? And it's very good agricultural land. Are you really
considering the neighbours? This is interfering.

Answer: It is something we consider, and it's something we address during the design phase. It’s difficult to
find land where people don't live in Ontario, it's something we do our best with, but we just have to mitigate
and listen to feedback.

Question: Why does the project include the 50 acres to the left of the project site?

Answer: We do have site control over both properties, to have some buffer to allow for flexibility in design
choices if the project is to move forward. Important thing to mention is that the project is only the footprint,
the rest is still farmable.

Question: if | get this right, we need proximity to transmission line? There are a lot better properties that
would be less intrusive on neighbours, that have not grown arable land? Are you people here to put a site
on this property? Or to put a site on this corridor?

Answer: We’re here to talk about this property and this project. It doesn’t mean that the project can’t be
moved over the next 3 to 4 years of development. Shift Solar does prefer lands that have been worked
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Reference: Grey Owl Storage Open House Q&A Summary

Question: What does that do to local planning if this was successful because it’s difficult to imagine this as a
permitted use?
Answer: Nothing. If a contract is secured, we still need to abide by the local planning process.

Question: How then do you go about looking for a property? Was the owner willing to work with you? Did
you look at a map?

Answer: We start with where the project is needed, following transmission lines with capacity, and looking
for flat cleared land, close to major roads, being close to larger towns. Then Shift Solar approached multiple
landowners.

Question: Viability is based on buying power from OPG in the night, and sell it back in the day while it's
high?

Answer: Yes, it's the IESO that buy the power and pay for the capacity service it provides. The IESO need
storage to accommodate the gap between generation and demand of power and when it's needed.

Question: Are you not telling the whole truth, the landowner was talking about solar panels, and is under the
impression it's solar panels?

Answer: When we first approached the landowner, we were planning for a solar project at the time, since
then the project has changed to be an energy storage project based on the procurement.

Question: Any existing projects in Ontario?

Answer: Yes, there are many smaller pilot projects in Ontario. | helped develop and construction the
Stratford project that is roughly a tenth the size of this project. There is also a 250 MW site in construction
called the Onieda project.

Question: Any time you change state of something there is some loss, AC to DC back to AC etc., so what
percentage are you getting back after drawing it out?
Answer: We refer to that as round trip efficiency (RTE), and we lose around 5-6%.

Question: Have you measured the energy fields off of these projects? Energy storage radiates something
off of it.

Answer: Transmission lines have magnetic flux that is relatively small. The batteries are DC power, so the
batteries don’t produce a magnetic field.

Question: How common is it just to have power storage by itself? Because creating energy and storing it is
a more common situation isn’t it?

Answer: It depends on where you are in the world and what’s needed. Certainly wind and solar and storage
work well together. When solar is generating power that's when we need the power here in Ontario, but
from wind and nuclear they are going at night and that's when we want to shift.

Question: You’re hoping to make a successful bid to IESO, does Shift Solar maintain ownership for its life?
Answer: Shift Solar maintains ownership currently and likely up until bid and construction, after that there
isn't much of a plan. Neoen is our partner for the long term operation.

Question: Who would be applying for permits?
Answer: Shift Solar and Neoen would be applying for permits together.

Question: All units will have to be air conditioned? My history tells me when we are short on hydro, it's the
hottest days when everyone has their air conditioning on etc. So you're going to use a lot of hydro on those
hot days, when we are short hydro already?

Answer: The containers are fan-cooled, and will be using a small amount of power, and the energy in the
shortage is being sent out back into the system from the batteries, so they would be providing more than
they are using.
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Question: We (farmers) don’t depend on hydro, and we don'’t care if hydro goes out, we all have generators,
so whether you put the hydro on the system or not, some of the large farms are using energy a lot more
than one household. This hydro is probably going to go to Toronto, this is to keep the cities going if we have
a blackout?

Answer: Yes, it's an overall provincial need, and the projects do help local availability and reliability.

Question: Why not go to northern Ontario?
Answer: There isn't much availability to connect up north and there is less need up there. It's very
infrastructure dependent.

Question: I’'m not positive on the Meaford project? Bang for your buck, is that not a cheaper way to store
energy then?

Answer: Pumped storage is much, much more expensive with a longer timeline to develop and construct.
But both are very different economic profiles where pumped storage can support longer duration needs.

Question: What kind of information will you be providing to people who left their email?

Answer: If we're successful in the award, and kick off that work, then we would be reaching out to engage
with stakeholders, adding your name to the list ensures you are contacted should this project proceed, for
further engagement.

Question: For future presentation can you provide a street level or rendering of what this project would look
like from the ground
Answer: Yes

Question: Moving forward, could it be only half the size there? Or a sound wall?
Answer: Yes, and yes

Question: What size is economically feasible? Up to 400?

Answer: Yes it could be half this size., It's not the size that determines economic feasibility, it's the duration.
An hour to 4 hours are typical, and if you need longer duration storage, that’s where you get into different
technologies like pumped storage.

Question: What is the life expectancy of batteries?
Answer: 20-25 years

Question: Is there an efficiency drop every year in the battery?
Answer: Yes, it's minimal and depends on how much you use it and what the stresses are on the battery.
You would be at around 70% of original capacity at end of battery life generally.

Question: Wouldn't it be better to be closer to where its ultimate customers are or where the power is being
generated.
Answer: Not always possible to locate next to generation sources, really infrastructure dependent.

Question: What guided you to this area?

Answer: In the last round there was guidance to get storage in the southwest, for this round there was no
guidance, we looked for targeted spots where there is infrastructure capacity and where redundancy is
needed in the system.

Question: How many others are bidding?
Answer: We don’t know what will be bid, there are 48 qualified applicants, there are a lot of projects we
don’t know how many will be bid.,
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Supplemental Detail: There were 388 projects representing 67GWSs that applied for deliverability. About 265
projects representing 45GW were accepted. From E-LT1, we figure less then half of that will be bid.

Question: Is Shift Solar publicly traded?
Answer: No, private company of 3 people.

Question: Who has the money in this so far?
Answer: Shift Solar and our investors

Question: How do you figure out the sound that’s produced?
Answer: We have to do on site baseline tests and desktop modelling to make that determination.

Question: Is the municipal planning in place to deal with these projects, related to setbacks etc.?
Answer: Probably not specifically for battery storage, but we tend to fall under other utility infrastructure,
and will work closely with the municipality to ensure we are proceeding in line with their expectations.

Question: Is there something where you put money into the community to operate here, like a community
benefit fund?

Answer: Usually there are benefit sharing programs, but they are determined on a case by case basis. No
specific answer at this time, but Shift Solar would be open for discussion as the project moves forward, and
we would be open to discussing with the community what something like that would look like here.

Question: You put these where the problem isn’t to help elsewhere?

Answer: No, these help stabilize the problem locally, as well as support the overall grid. There is a need in
the Owen Sound transmission substation where this transmission line leads. The Owen Sound transmission
substation has distribution feeders that supply this area and all around Bruce County.
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Engagement
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Welcome, please sign in and provide your contact information if
you would like to receive project updates. If you have any
guestions, there will be a formal Q&A period after the
presentation. We will be available until 7:30pm for more private

discussions or comments.

Project Name: Grey Owl Storage
Date: November 2nd, 2023
Legal Name of the Proponent: Shift Solar Inc.
Nameplate Capacity: 400MW

Technology: LFP Storage
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BEFORE WE START

LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We would like to begin by acknowledging that we are meeting on the traditional lands and treaty
territory of the Saugeen Ojibway nation which includes the Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First
Nation and the Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation. We also recognize the Metis, whose ancestors
shared this land and these waters. We extend our gratitude to all Anishinaabe and Metis people, and
their descendants - past, present and future, who continue to care for and inhabit these lands and

tend these waters.



ABOUT US

Catalyzing a more
sustainable future

Shift Solar Inc. is an Ontario-based solar and energy storage developer with
clients in Canada and the United States. Our goal is to expedite the adoption of
green energy initiatives and support the shift to sustainable energy

infrastructure.

With a development motto of “do the greatest good,” the Shift team is
committed to the communities we work in and thus, are focused on engaging

with stakeholders.



SYNERGY

A Collaborative
Partnership

The local expertise of Shift in project development, combined with Neoen's
extensive international experience in developing, building, and operating
storage projects, will ensure the creation of a responsible, sustainable, and

high-quality project.
Together we will oversee the LT1 RFP and permitting stages.

Subsequently, Neoen will assume sole responsibility for the planning,

construction, and long-term operation of the energy storage project

o shift NEOEN




ABOUT US

Neoen iIs dedicated
to the energy
transition...

Founded in 2008, Neoen is the leading French independent producer of

renewable energy and a major player on the world stage.

Our mission: we design and implement the means to produce
the most competitive renewable electricity, sustainably and on

a large scale.

Our total capacity in operation or under construction is currently
close to 7 GW and we are aiming for more than 10 GW by end 2025, with the

ambition to reach 20 GW by 2030.
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EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE

We have surpassed 1 GW of storage
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under the E-LT1 procurement and there will be
an additional 1,600 MW worth of projects

awarded under this LT1 procurement.



Here’'s how energy
storage works

Flow of Power

Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS), are power plants that enable energy from the electrical grid, to be stored and then released when
customers need power most. Typically in Ontario, storage is charged during the night when nuclear base load and wind power is
producing more energy than the demand. Lithium-ion batteries, which are used in mobile phones and electric cars, are currently the

most-used storage technology for large scale energy storage projects.
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THE TECHY BITS

Here’'s how energy

storage looks
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Construction

A site consists of containerized batteries, inverters, medium voltage
transformers, gravel internal access roads, buried collector and
communication cabling, a small transmission substation, potential garage

and operations and maintenance building.

Containerization

Each 20 ft containers holds up to 6MWh of battery “stacks” connected with
DC cables to a main protective device. Also included are communication

cables, HVAC and fire safety equipment.

Fire Safety

Each container is equipped with fire alarms and detection as well as fire
suppression. Battery management systems can monitor battery cell
temperatures and allow for mitigation through disconnection and HVAC

controls.



THE SOLUTION

Save it for a rainy day

This project is proposed to be a 400 MW battery energy storage system with 4 hours of capacity
(1600 MWh) connected to the 230kV transmission lines. It will sit on roughly 40 acres of land. Each
charge of this battery can power 1600 households for an entire month.

Location: Southeast Corner of Concession Road 4 and Grey Bruce Line

Why was this location chosen:

+ Close to growing populous to provide power locally

+ Close to major transmission lines for easy interconnection

« Landthatis flat and cleared to cause no new environmental disruptions

« Long major roadway for ease of delivery during construction

il
J
|

1 :L:
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+ Limited residences affected and can be visually concealed
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THE PERKS

Here’'s how your
community can benefit

Conserving Fresh Water Resources

/0\ Supporting Community Growth

Grid Modernization for Greater Reliability

z/ Emission Reduction

Economic Development
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Project Timeline

IESO reviews bhids
and selects
winners.

May 2024 —
Contracts are
awarded

6-12 Months for
MTF Class EA
studies.

6 Months for local
permitting and
zoning
amendments.

Procurement of
major material and
equipment.

Contractor
selection.

Electrical and
mechanical
equipment
installation.

Commissioning,
site clean-up and
landscaping.

NEXT STEPS
% LT1 RFP Planning @ Construction Operations
2023 -2024 2025-2026 2026-2027 2027
December 2023 — 12-18 Months for HONI starts Site access, 20-year
bid into RFP. HONI and IESO interconnection earthworks, fencing operations period.
studies. construction. and foundations

Limited on-site
personnel. Off-site
monitoring.

Decommissioning
and site
restoration.



Questions?

MAILING ADDRESS

A-56 Mill Street East, Unit 183
Acton, Ontario

CANADA

L7J 1H3

AVAILABILITY

Monday — Friday
8:00—5:00 PM EST

OUR WEBSITE

https://www.shiftsolar.ca/grey-owl-storage

GET IN TOUCH

info@shiftsolar.ca
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Meeting Attendance

Details

Date: Thursday Nova, 2023
Location: Tara Community Ctr
Subject: Grey Owl Storage Project - 00MW Battery Energy Storage
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A-56 Mill Street East, Unit 183
Acton, Ontario L7J TH3
CANADA

6 Liberty Square, PMB 577
Boston, Massachusetts
UNITED STATES

1-416-953-3495
shiftsolar.ca
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Ontario BESS Projects Due Diligence
Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Meeting

Meeting information

Project No.: 7757006 Client: Neoen

Project Title: Ontario BESS Projects Due Diligence
Purpose: Pre-consultation Meeting for Grey Owl BESS with County and Municipal Officials

Document No: 7757006-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-04-24)-RAA

Meeting date: 2024-04-24 Start time: 1400 EDT End time: 1501 EDT
Prepared by: Foster Karcha Location: Online
Present:

Name Company E-mail address

Frank (NTD Need last name)
(Building Official)

Arran-Elderslie

(NTD Need email)

Christine Fraser-McDonald (Clerk)

Arran-Elderslie

CFraser@arran-elderslie.ca

Steve Tiernan (Fire Chief)

Arran-Elderslie

stiernan@arran-elderslie.ca

Jennifer Burnett (Sr. Development
Planner)

Bruce County

JBurnett@brucecounty.on.ca

Mario De Aguero (Sr. Project

Professional)

Neoen mario.deaguero@neoen.com
Manager)
Sogho Lepoutre (Development Neoen Sacha.Lepoutre@neoen.com
Project Manager)
Benoit Pinot de Villechenon benoit.pinotdevillechenon@ne

. . Neoen

(Provincial Director) oen.com
Mustapha Qureshi (Sr. Project Neoen mustapha.qureshi@neoen.com
Manager)
Vincent Clement (Project BBA Vincent.clement@bba.ca
Manager)
Foster Karcha (r. Env. BBA Foster.karcha@bba.ca

Distributed to:
Name

Company

E-mail address

Pat Johnston (Chief Building
Official)

Arran-Elderslie

PJohnston@arran-elderslie.ca

Sylvia Kirkwood (Chief
Administrative Officer)

Arran-Elderslie

SKirkwood@arran-elderslie.ca

Comments

7757006-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-04-24)-RAA (V4)
All rights reserved. © BBA

Page 1 of 3
1000000-000000-30-ACR-0001 / RO3




Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Meeting

. . . Ontario BESS Projects Due Diligence
DPPH

Meeting minutes

Description / Comments / Discussion Action by Deadline

Project Information N/A N/A
1. Review of the Project and status (Foster)

= Project previously started by Shift Solar, now a subsidiary of
Neoen.

= 400 MW bafttery energy storage system (BESS) facility, with
associated substation and 520 m of 230 kV transmission line to
connect to the existing fransmission line.

= Projectisin preliminary engineering and environmental
investigations.

= Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA) is also being
engaged.
2. Review of the LT1 Process (Mario)

= Competitive procurement by the Independent Electrical
System Operator (IESO) of Ontario for 2.5 GW.

= Previous open house for the public was completed by Shift
Solar as part of the LT1 requirements.

= Expected award date is May 10, 2024.

= Projectis expected to operate around 25 years with
construction starting at the end of 2025.

3. Class EA

= Projectis captured under the Class Environmental Assessment
for Transmission Facilities.

= Only preliminary siting work completed to-date.
= Field surveys will be conducted if the Project is awarded by LT1.

Arran-Elderslie Discussion Neoen — May 3
4. Arran-Elderslie (AE) — Fire Suppression Discussion Provide UL Fire
and Safety

n Qihlef Tlernop (AE) requlesfed .oddmonol !nformotlon on the final Standards for
fire suppression system including determining: BESS to AE

- Will the project use a wet suppression system?

- Can Neoen confirm there is sufficient space between
containers to prevent thermal damage?

- If water will be used on site for suppression, will a berm be
established to contain water which may be contaminated?

= Chief Tiernan indicated 8-9 tankers to be trucked 10-15 km if
additional water is required at site to manage a potential fire.

= Neoen committed to consultation with Chief Tiernan, AE, and
Bruce County (BC) while producing the Emergency Response
Plan.

7757006-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-04-24)-RAA (V4) Page 2 of 3
All rights reserved. © BBA 1000000-000000-30-ACR-0001 / R03



Meeting Minutes

. . . Ontario BESS Projects Due Diligence
DPPH

Minutes of Meeting

Description / Comments / Discussion

Action by Deadline

Neoen confirms the equipment and facility will conform to UL
9540 and other standards. Neoen will provide a copy to Chief
Tiernan

Neoen mentioned that will share to Chief Tiernan more info
about Neoen protocols regarding fire safety in BESS facilities.

Christine (AE) indicates that there is no municipal water service
to the Grey Owl site.

AE — Permitting

Frank (AE) confirms a single building permit will be required, as
well as a Site Plan Conftrol Application. Site Plan and GCSA

approvals need to be in placed before building permit can be
issued.

Site Plan may include requirements for landscaping or
screening.

AE asked about flood risk. Neoen indicated a hydrological
study will inform final design fo minimize impacts from flooding.
Hydrological study has not been completed.

AE to provide May 3
Neoen and BBA

a copy of the
Site Plan Control

Application.

Bruce County Discussion
6.

Bruce County — Permitting

Jennifer (BC) confirms Section 3 of Zoning Bylaw captures the
facility. No county land use changes required.

Bruce County — Concerns

Jennifer (BC) requested more information on decommissioning
surety. Mario (Neoen) confirms that there is a decommissioning
agreement as part of the lease with the landowner.

Grey-Bruce line is a high traffic area and there may be
community concerns about loss of farmland and visual
impacts. Neoen is aware of these concerns from the initial
project open house. Grey-Bruce line is shared with Grey
County - BC recommends contacting the Transportation
Departments of each county for their specific concerns.

Jennifer (BC) identifies the are of a high archaeological
concern to the county. BBA clarified that archaeological
impacts will be assessed as part of the Class EA process.

BC works with Saugeen Ojibway Nation (SON) for
archaeological concerns. BC to send a contact information for
SON.

BC to provide Completed
contact
information for
SON, Bruce
County
fransportation,
and Grey
County
fransportation.

Note:

minutes, they will be considered accurate.

7757006-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-04-24)-RAA (V4)
All rights reserved. © BBA

If no comments are received within ten (10) days following the transmission of these
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Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Meeting

. . . Grey Owl BESS Class EA approval application
DPPH

Meeting information

Project No.: 7757017 Client: Neoen
Project Title: Grey OwIl BESS Class EA approval application
Purpose: Pre-consultation Meeting for Grey Owl BESS

Document No: 7757017-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-06-19)-RAA

Meeting date: 2024-06-19 Start time: End time:
Prepared by: Foster Karcha Location: Online
Present:
Name Company E-mail address

Jennifer Burnett

Bruce County

JBurnett@brucecounty.on.ca

Ryan Errington

Bruce County

RErrington@brucecounty.on.ca

Sylvia Kirkwood

Arran-Elderslie

SKirkwood@arran-elderslie.ca

Steve Tiernan

Arran-Elderslie

STiernan@arran-elderslie.ca

Christine Fraser-McDonald

Arran-Elderslie

CFraser@arran-elderslie.ca

MaclLean Plewes

Grey Sauble Conservation
Authority

m.plewes@greysauble.on.ca

Nicole MacArthur

Grey Sauble Conservation

n.mcarthur@greysauble.on.ca

Authority
Mario De Aguero Neoen Mario.deaguero@neoen.com
Carlos Garcia Neoen Carlos.Garcia@neoen.com
Mustapha Qureshi Neoen mus’ropho.Quresh@neoen.co
Vincent Clément BBA %ncentclemen’r@bbo.co
Foster Karcha BBA Foster.karcha@bba.ca
Jason Day BBA Jason.day@bba.ca

Distributed to:
Name

Company

E-mail address

Scott Mcleod

Arran-Elderslie

smcleod@arran-elderslie.ca

Pat Johnston

Arran-Elderslie

pjohnston@arran-elderslie.ca

Comments

7757017-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-06-19)-RAA (V4)
All rights reserved. © BBA

Page 1 of 4
1000000-000000-30-ACR-0001 / RO3




Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Meeting

. . . Grey Owl BESS Class EA approval application
PPR

Meeting minutes

Description / Comments / Discussion Action by Deadline
1. Infroduction N/A N/A
2. Presentation by Vincent and Mario. Attached. N/A N/A

3. Bruce County

e Setbacks from highway, and side road appear to meet
requirements, and a fraffic impact assessment is not
required.

o County likes that access is not off Bruce-Grey line.
¢ No anticipated impacts to ditches.

e Based on asecondary review, Bruce County no longer
believe Section 3.1.1 of the Arran-Elderslie Zoning Bylaw is
applicable. An Official Plan amendment is required.

e Official Plan amendments have a target timeline of 120
days that would include time to circulate the information,

implement public meetings and a 2-3 week period to BBA — Provide June 28
modify the by-law. Class EA and list
o Bruce County By-laws required an Environmental of field
Impact Statement (EIS). BBA to provide Class EA assessments
requirements to Bruce County, and list of field
assessments planned. Bruce County — July 5
o Agricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) will be Provide Neoen
required. BBA noted that the IESO refers to the and BBA their
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness AIA's AlA
document guideline document ( Guidance requirements.

Document for Agricultural Impact Assessments ) for
municipal application. BC o provide a copy of
what they expect for AlA.

o A separate Planning Justification Report will be
required due to special use of Agriculture and
Environmental Protection zones.

o Stormwater Management Plans and a post-

construction and end-of-life Decommissioning BBA — Will June 28
Plan are also expected. provide further
details on

o A Zoning By-Law Amendment should be filed
before the Official Plan Amendment but will be concerns.
processed in tandem.

o No concerns with obtaining Official Plan
amendment if Zoning By-law change is approved
by Arran-Elderslie.

e BBA brought concerns regarding potential of Bill 109
preventing the completion of an Official Plan
Amendment.

7757017-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-06-19)-RAA (V4) Page 2 of 4
All rights reserved. © BBA 1000000-000000-30-ACR-0001 / RO3



Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Meeting

. . . Grey Owl BESS Class EA approval application
PPR

Description / Comments / Discussion Action by Deadline

4. Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA)

e GSCA requires doing a new hydrological study to verify
the flood plain. Boundaries available publicly from an
older 1999 study.

e GSCA policy approach is to direct developments outside
of the flood plain. Any applications for projects within
flood plains (non-compliant with policy) must go to the
Board of Directors for approval.

o A hearing would be held with information
considered from Neoen and provided by GSCA
staff.

o If an application if denied, further appeal would
go to the Land Tribunal Board.

e Flood plainis a 1-zone (i.e., entire area considered
floodway). A 2-zone (floodway and flood fringe
separated) are only typically in urban zones with existing
development in the flood fringe.

¢ Comments on the project with associated policy GCSA - Project July 5

guidance from GSCA is expected shortly. comments and

policy guidance

5. Municipality of Arran-Elderslie (AE) N/A N/A

e Discussion of Fire Suppression concerns.

o Neoen confirmed that the Project will want to
avoid water use. First mitigation will be increasing
separation distance from safety standard
minimum of é inches to 20 inches. Second is the
installation of inert gas suppression systems and
foam suppression systems.

o Neoen committed to continued discussion on the
Emergency Response Plan and fire suppression
design. Details will be shared with AE as needed.

e AE noted that a Site-Specific zoning will be required to
allow the development on EP and Ag zoned lands.

e AE noted that they consider the Project to be big, so do
not consider Section 3.1.1 of the Arran-Elderslie Zoning
Bylaw applicable. Additionally, AE obtained a legal
opinion to confirm their interpretation.

e AE considers that justifications of impacts to Prime
Agricultural land and EP zones will be difficult to justify.
Based on comments heard so far from the public, meeting
with the public and in council may be challenging.

7757017-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-06-19)-RAA (V4) Page 3 of 4
All rights reserved. © BBA 1000000-000000-30-ACR-0001 / RO3



Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Meeting

. . . Grey Owl BESS Class EA approval application
PPR

Description / Comments / Discussion Action by Deadline

e Concerned about the visual impact from the roadside. AE
uses a software (Utopia) developing visual studies. AE will
be willing to test the site in this software.

e AErequires that the storm water management plan
summary be presented to the council as part of the
approval process.

e Do not anficipate any traffic concermns.

Note: If no comments are received within ten (10) days following the transmission of these
minutes, they will be considered accurate.

7757017-000000-4E-ACR-0001-(2024-06-19)-RAA (V4) Page 4 of 4
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Meeting Date: 2024-08-13

Location: NEOEN Grey Owl BESS Proposed Project Site — Township Road 4 and Grey-Bruce
Line Road

Attendees:
Neoen: Mario De Aguero and Mustapha Qureshi
Indigenous and Community Engagement (ICE)- Karen Heisler
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA):

Manager of Environmental Planning — Mac Plewes

Planning Technician — Nicole McArthur
Municipality of Arran-Elderslie:

Chief Administrative Officer — Emily Dance

Fire Chief — Steven Tiernan

Chief Building Official — Patrick Johnston

Clerk - Christine Fraser-McDonald

Bruce County Planning:
Senior Development Planner - Jennifer Burnett

Meeting Description

Neoen organized a site visit to the property of the proposed Grey Owl BESS Project. Staff from
the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority, the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, Bruce County
Planning, and ICE attended. The purpose of the meeting was to introduce the project to the
municipal level and regional level planning and approvals authorities, ask questions regarding
planning policies, regulations and decision processes. Attendees were provided with information
regarding the company, the proposed project, specific information regarding site plans, and
operations, and were given the opportunity to ask questions.

Summary of Discussion

Neoen staff provided a brief summary of the project, size, site plans and considerations for
development. They explained that as part of the project they will be applying to develop a
connecting transmission line to connect to the HydroOne Transmission Line and that a Class
EA will be required for the transmission line.

Neoen asked for clarifying information regarding the permitting and approvals relationship
between Bruce County and the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie. Bruce County planning explained
that Bruce County is responsible for county and municipal official plan amendments (OPA),
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changes to zoning and site plan approvals. The municipality is responsible for building permits
and any requirements related to fire safety.

Neoen asked for clarifying information regarding the role and responsibilities of the Grey Sauble
Conservation Authority (GSCA). GSCA is responsible for protecting the provincial interest in the
protection of the watershed. The property contains natural hazard zones along a waterway,
which comes under the jurisdiction of the conservation authority. The natural hazard zone
triggers the need for a Flood Plan Study. The Conservation Authority is also a designated
reviewer of the environmental study which will be required by Bruce County.

At a high level, we discussed GSCA's role as a commenting agency with respect to planning
applications as required by Bruce County. In this respect, GSCA is commenting on provincial
interests related to natural hazards as outlined in Section 3 of 2020 Provincial Policy Statement.
GSCA is also a regulatory authority under Section 28 of Conservation Authorities Act. GSCA is
responsible for administering Ontario Regulation 41/24: Prohibited Activities, Exemptions and
Permits. Under this regulation permission is required from GSCA for development activity within
the prohibited areas described in the regulation and the Act. Discussed onsite is GSCA'’s
concern related to the floodplain of the Sauble River and concerns about the potential for the
project to encroach into the floodplain. It was noted that the regulatory flood for the Sauble River
is the 100-year flood event and that an engineered floodplain study is required to identify the
floodplain limit. Pre-consultation comments from GSCA have noted this as well. The project
proponent noted that a Terms of Reference for the study would be sent to GSCA in the near
future.

Bruce County Planning will provide a list of all technical studies required for the OPA
application’. The Municipality of Arran-Elderslie Building department will be responsible for
issuing any building permits and inspections once construction commences. The official plan,
zoning and site plan must be approved by the County prior to applications for building permits.

Bruce County Planning and the municipality expressed there is concern on the visual impact of
the project on the rural character of the area, environment protection, fire safety concerns and
impact on agricultural lands.

Bruce County requires the archaeological assessment report to be accepted by the Saugeen
Ojibway Nation Environment Office (SON EO). Neoen should contact the SON EO for specific
information regarding archaeological assessment policies.

It is recommended by Bruce County Planning that for the public open house Neoen have all
technical studies completed and communication materials prepared to address frequently asked
questions. If possible, follow-up directly with the participants from the public meeting that was

" Bruce County provided a list of required technical studies and plans by email on August 23, 2024.
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held about the project in 2023. It was also suggested that a timeline be provided and meeting
directly with neighbors to discuss concerns one-on-one.

Specific questions were asked by attendees regarding fire safety planning and emergency
access to the battery storage containers and the size and shape of the containers. The
Municipality of Arran-Elderslie Fire Chief asked for information regarding access to the
containers by firefighting equipment to contain a possible storage container fire. Neon explained
that there is space between the container rows for access. The Fire Chief explained the water
needs for fire safety and the need to consult with neighbouring fire departments that may be
required to assist in the case of a fire.

Actions

1. Bruce County Planning will confirm that the list of required technical studies has
been sent to Neoen?.

2. Neoen and ICE will provide a list of rightsholders and stakeholders to be
contacted for engagement to Bruce County Planning and the Municipality of
Arran-Elderslie staff for review and comment®.

2 See footnote 1
3 List was provided by Neoen on August 28, 2024. Bruce county replied suggesting that the list of
Stakeholder should include the Municipality of Chatsworth.



From: Mario De Aguero

To: Brittany Morrison

Subject: RV: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) proposed by Neoen - Consultation

Attachments: Consultation letter SFN_signed.pdf;General map Grey Owl vf.pdf;Notification Letter Grey Owl Battery
’ Energy Storage System Project UPDATED_07042024 signed.pdf;

Sent: 2024-09-06 11:23:46 AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

FYI

Mario

De: Mario De Aguero

Enviado el: miércoles, 4 de septiembre de 2024 06:02 p. m.

Para: sfn@saugeen.org

CC: Benoit Pinot de Villechenon <benoit.pinotdevillechenon@neoen.com>; Heather.swan@indigenousengagement.ca;
karenheisler <karen.heisler@indigenousengagement.ca>; michael.fox@indigenousengagement.ca; Alexandra Clarke
<alexandra.clarke@indigenousengagement.ca>

Asunto: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) proposed by Neoen - Consultation

Good afternoon,

We are writing to provide some information about the Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a project that Neoen is
developing in Arran-Elderslie Municipality and to inquire about interest in having an introductory meeting to start discussions
about the project and to learn more about you, your interests and how best to work together.

Attached you will find a letter with more information about the project and the company.
| have copied Indigenous and Community Engagement Inc. (ICE), who will be assisting us throughout the consultation process.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. Additionally, let me know your availability to schedule a meeting at your
convenience.

Best regards,
Mario de Agiiero

Senior Project Manager
Ontario, Canada

NEOEN

M. +1 (647) 455-0877
Suite 315, 150 King Street West
Toronto, ON, M5H 1J9




From: Mario De Aguero

To: Brittany Morrison

Subject: RV: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) proposed by Neoen - Consultation

Attachments: Consultation Letter CNUFN_signed.pdf;General map Grey Owl vf.pdf;Notification Letter Grey Owl Battery
’ Energy Storage System Project UPDATED_07042024 signed.pdf;

Sent: 2024-09-06 11:23:35 AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

FYI

Mario

De: Mario De Aguero

Enviado el: miércoles, 4 de septiembre de 2024 05:54 p. m.

Para: sao@nawash.ca

CC: Benoit Pinot de Villechenon <benoit.pinotdevillechenon@neoen.com>; Heather.swan@indigenousengagement.ca;
karenheisler <karen.heisler@indigenousengagement.ca>; michael.fox@indigenousengagement.ca; Alexandra Clarke
<alexandra.clarke@indigenousengagement.ca>

Asunto: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) proposed by Neoen - Consultation

Good afternoon,

We are writing to provide some information about the Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a project that Neoen is
developing in Arran-Elderslie Municipality and to inquire about interest in having an introductory meeting to start discussions
about the project and to learn more about you, your interests and how best to work together.

Attached you will find a letter with more information about the project and the company.
| have copied Indigenous and Community Engagement Inc. (ICE), who will be assisting us throughout the consultation process.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. Additionally, let me know your availability to schedule a meeting at your
convenience.

Best regards,
Mario de Agiiero

Senior Project Manager
Ontario, Canada

NEOEN

M. +1 (647) 455-0877
Suite 315, 150 King Street West
Toronto, ON, M5H 1J9




From: Mario De Aguero

To: Brittany Morrison

Subject: RV: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) proposed by Neoen - Consultation

Attachments: Consultation Letter SON_signed.pdf;General map Grey Owl vf.pdf;Notification Letter Grey Owl Battery
’ Energy Storage System Project UPDATED_07042024 signed.pdf;

Sent: 2024-09-06 11:23:21 AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

FYI

Mario

De: Mario De Aguero

Enviado el: miércoles, 4 de septiembre de 2024 05:47 p. m.

Para: environmentoffice@saugeenojibwaynation.ca

CC: Benoit Pinot de Villechenon <benoit.pinotdevillechenon@neoen.com>; Heather.swan@indigenousengagement.ca;
karenheisler <karen.heisler@indigenousengagement.ca>; michael.fox@indigenousengagement.ca; Alexandra Clarke
<alexandra.clarke@indigenousengagement.ca>

Asunto: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) proposed by Neoen - Consultation

Good afternoon,

We are writing to provide some information about the Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a project that Neoen is
developing in Arran-Elderslie Municipality and to inquire about interest in having an introductory meeting to start discussions
about the project and to learn more about you, your interests and how best to work together.

Attached you will find a letter with more information about the project and the company.
| have copied Indigenous and Community Engagement Inc. (ICE), who will be assisting us throughout the consultation process.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. Additionally, let me know your availability to schedule a meeting at your
convenience.

Best regards,
Mario de Agiiero

Senior Project Manager
Ontario, Canada

NEOEN

M. +1 (647) 455-0877
Suite 315, 150 King Street West
Toronto, ON, M5H 1J9




From: Mario De Aguero

To: Brittany Morrison

Subject: RV: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System Project - Consultation

Attachments: Consultation Letter GBMC MNO7_signed.pdf;General map Grey Owl vf.pdf;Notification Letter Grey Owl
’ Battery Energy Storage System Project UPDATED_07042024 signed.pdf;

Sent: 2024-09-06 11:23:03 AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

FYI

Mario

De: Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>

Enviado el: miércoles, 4 de septiembre de 2024 05:11 p. m.

Para: Ethan Roy <EthanR@metisnation.org>; consultations@metisnation.org

CC: Benoit Pinot de Villechenon <benoit.pinotdevillechenon@neoen.com>; Heather.swan@indigenousengagement.ca;
karenheisler <karen.heisler@indigenousengagement.ca>; michael.fox@indigenousengagement.ca; Alexandra Clarke
<alexandra.clarke@indigenousengagement.ca>

Asunto: RE: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System Project - Consultation

Hi Ethan,

Thank you for following up and for your patience. Please find attached our official letter to initiate the consultation process for
the Grey Owl Battery Storage project we are developing in the Arran-Elderslie municipality.

| have copied Indigenous and Community Engagement Inc. (ICE), who will be assisting us throughout the consultation process.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. Additionally, let me know your availability to schedule a meeting at your
convenience.

Best regards,
Mario

De: Ethan Roy <EthanR@metisnation.org>

Enviado el: miércoles, 4 de septiembre de 2024 10:35 a. m.

Para: Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>

CC: Benoit Pinot de Villechenon <benoit.pinotdevillechenon@neoen.com>
Asunto: RE: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System Project - Consultation

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning Mario,

| just wanted to reach out to you regarding the consultation for the Grey Owl Battery Storage Project. | just wanted to re-iterate
the interest of the MNO to engage in consultation.

Thanks,

Ethan Roy (he/him)

Consultation Advisor

Lands, Resources, and Consultations (LRC) Branch
Métis Nation of Ontario

Sault Ste. Marie, ON, Canada

Email: ethanr@metisnation.org

Phone: (705) 527 3612

www.metisnation.org

This email is intended only for the named recipient(s) and may contain information that is CONFIDENTIAL. No waiver of privilege, confidence or
otherwise is intended by virtue of this email. Any unauthorized copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, or are not the named
recipient, please immediately notify the sender and destroy all copies of this email. Thank you.

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.

From: Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>
Sent: August 2, 2024 11:28 AM
To: Ethan Roy <EthanR@metisnation.org>




Cc: Benoit Pinot de Villechenon <benoit.pinotdevillechenon@neoen.com>
Subject: RE: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System Project - Consultation

Hello Ethan,
Nice to meet you and thanks for reaching out to us.

We will be officially launching the consultation process of the project within the next month. We will be very happy to organize a
meeting with you.

| also confirm that we agree on paying the honoraria rates.
I will be out of office until August 7 but happy to continue our discussions next week and start scheduling a meeting.
Have a great weekend.

Sincerely,

Mario de Agtiero
Senior Project Manager
Ontario, Canada

NEOEN

M. +1 (647) 455-0877
Suite 315, 150 King Street West
Toronto, ON, M5H 1J9

De: Ethan Roy <EthanR@metisnation.org>

Enviado el: martes, 30 de julio de 2024 01:59 p. m.

Para: Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>

Asunto: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System Project - Consultation

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon Mario,

My name is Ethan Roy and | am a consultation advisor working to support the Regional Consultation Committee (RCC) of the

Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO). On July gth 2024, the MNO received notice from the Ministry of Energy and Electrification of that
Neoen would be undertaking the procedural aspects of the duty to consult for the Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System
Project in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

| shared the project notice from the Ministry of Energy with the RCC and they have asked that | reach out to a representative
from Neoen to facilitate a meeting to learn more about the project, and the potential impacts the project will have on the rights,
interests, and way of life of Métis people in the area of the project. Members of the RCC are volunteers who act in service of
their community, and as such the MNO requests that a honorarium be paid to the consultation committee members in
recognition of their time, knowledge, and energy in order to facilitate meaningful engagement. The current rate for honoraria is
$200/member per day (a total of $1200 + 15% administration fee).

Please let me know if you are available to meet with the RCC in to discuss the project, and if you are agreeable to paying the
honoraria to facilitate engagement and consultation on the project.

Thanks,

Ethan Roy (he/him)

Consultation Advisor

Lands, Resources, and Consultations (LRC) Branch
Métis Nation of Ontario

Sault Ste. Marie, ON, Canada

Email: ethanr@metisnation.org

Phone: (705) 527 3612

www.metisnation.org

This email is intended only for the named recipient(s) and may contain information that is CONFIDENTIAL. No waiver of privilege, confidence or
otherwise is intended by virtue of this email. Any unauthorized copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, or are not the named
recipient, please immediately notify the sender and destroy all copies of this email. Thank you.

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.

Attention: This email originated from outside the MNO. Please use caution when clicking links, opening attachments or replying
to requests for account information or funds.
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Ministry of Energy and Electrification Ministére de I’Energie et de I'Electricité

]
Energy Networks and Indigenous Policy Direction Générale des Réseaux onta rlo @
Branch Energétiques et des Politiques Autochtones
Indigenous Energy Policy Politique Energétique Autochtones
77 Grenville Street, 6" Floor 77 Rue Grenville, 6° Etage
July 4, 2024 VIA EMAIL

Re: Notice — LT1 Contract - Delegation — Grey Owl Battery Storage Project

Good Afternoon,

This letter is to notify you that the Ministry of Energy and Electrification (ENERGY) has
identified your community as one whose Aboriginal or treaty rights protected under section 35
of Canada’s Constitution Act 1982 (s. 35 rights) may be impacted by Neoen’s proposed Grey
Owl battery energy storage facility (the Project). The Project was successful in the
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Long-Term Request for Proposals (LT1
RFP) process and received an LT1 contract.

On behalf of Ontario, ENERGY has delegated the procedural aspects of Project-related
Indigenous consultation to Neoen. ENERGY intends on relying on this delegation in
discharging the procedural aspects of its Duty to Consult with your community.
Notwithstanding this delegation, ENERGY maintains the right to participate in the consultation
process as it sees fit.

Neoen is proposing to develop a proposed 400MW Battery Energy Storage System in the
Municipality of Arran-Elderslie. The proposed Project covers approximately six hectares on a
105-acre open-field farmland site and includes the installation of concrete foundations to
support the battery enclosures. The project is expected to be in operation in 2028.

If it has not already done so, Neoen will be contacting you to discuss your community’s
interests in the proposed Project and to understand any potential for adverse impacts to s. 35
rights. | encourage representatives of your community to participate in efforts made by
Neoen to consult your community on its proposed project so that you can receive project
information and understand if there are any potential impacts on Aboriginal or treaty rights.
The consultation process is an opportunity to provide your community’s feedback to Neoen
and the Crown, including any suggestions or proposals your community might have for
mitigating, avoiding or accommodating any potential impacts to Aboriginal or treaty rights.

Under the LT1 contract requirements, Neoen must provide to the IESO a copy of ENERGY’s
written confirmation of its satisfaction with any delegated procedural aspects of consultation



undertaken by Neoen (Letter of Sufficiency), prior to commencing or carrying out clearing,
grading or material alteration of the project site.

Please note that none of the foregoing should be taken to imply approval of this Project.

Any records provided to the Crown will be subject to the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. Please note the records may be exempted from disclosure under
section 15.1 (Relations with Aboriginal communities) of the Act. Additionally, please note that
the information provided to the Crown may also be subject to disclosure where required under
any other applicable laws or as part of litigation or other dispute resolution proceedings.

Ministry officials are available should you wish to contact the Crown directly to discuss
specific projects or request additional information. Should you or any members of your
community have questions regarding the above, please contact Shannon McCabe,
a/Manager, Strategic Indigenous Initiatives at shannon.mccabe@ontario.ca. Please note that
none of the foregoing should be taken to imply approval of this project.

Sincerely,

Samir Adkar
Director
Energy Networks and Indigenous Policy
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Energy Networks and Indigenous Policy Direction Générale des Réseaux onta rlo @
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The consultation process is an opportunity to provide your community’s feedback to Neoen
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undertaken by Neoen (Letter of Sufficiency), prior to commencing or carrying out clearing,
grading or material alteration of the project site.
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support the battery enclosures. The project is expected to be in operation in 2028.

If it has not already done so, Neoen will be contacting you to discuss your community’s
interests in the proposed Project and to understand any potential for adverse impacts to s. 35
rights. | encourage representatives of your community to participate in efforts made by
Neoen to consult your community on its proposed project so that you can receive project
information and understand if there are any potential impacts on Aboriginal or treaty rights.
The consultation process is an opportunity to provide your community’s feedback to Neoen
and the Crown, including any suggestions or proposals your community might have for
mitigating, avoiding or accommodating any potential impacts to Aboriginal or treaty rights.

Under the LT1 contract requirements, Neoen must provide to the IESO a copy of ENERGY’s
written confirmation of its satisfaction with any delegated procedural aspects of consultation



undertaken by Neoen (Letter of Sufficiency), prior to commencing or carrying out clearing,
grading or material alteration of the project site.

Please note that none of the foregoing should be taken to imply approval of this Project.

Any records provided to the Crown will be subject to the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. Please note the records may be exempted from disclosure under
section 15.1 (Relations with Aboriginal communities) of the Act. Additionally, please note that
the information provided to the Crown may also be subject to disclosure where required under
any other applicable laws or as part of litigation or other dispute resolution proceedings.

Ministry officials are available should you wish to contact the Crown directly to discuss
specific projects or request additional information. Should you or any members of your
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Neoen to consult your community on its proposed project so that you can receive project
information and understand if there are any potential impacts on Aboriginal or treaty rights.
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undertaken by Neoen (Letter of Sufficiency), prior to commencing or carrying out clearing,
grading or material alteration of the project site.

Please note that none of the foregoing should be taken to imply approval of this Project.
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the information provided to the Crown may also be subject to disclosure where required under
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none of the foregoing should be taken to imply approval of this project.
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Samir Adkar
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Tara Battery Energy Storage System
Georgian Bay Traditional Territory Consultation Committee (GBTTCC)
Métis Nation of Ontario Region 7

October 2, 2024



We acknowledge that the proposed Tara BESS is located within the Saugeen Ojibway Nation Territory and
Treaty area of the Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation and Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation.
We also recognize and respect the traditional relationship to these lands and waters of the Métis Nation of
Ontario - Region 7 Communities.
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About Neoen

Founded in 2008, Neoen is an
independent producer of
renewable energy from France.

Neoen designs, implements, and
operates renewable electricity
technologies, including solar and
wind power, and energy storage
solutions.

> 8 GW of power in operation or
under construction across 15
countries.

A “long-term developer” that owns
more than 90% of its plants.

Neoen prioritizes safety,
environmental protection,
meaningful consultation, and
benefit-sharing.




Background

- Tara Battery Energy Storage System (BESS),
formerly Grey Owl, is proposed for 39
Concession Rd 4, Tara, in Arran-Elderslie, ON.

* In May 2024, Neoen, through its subsidiary Shift
Solar Inc., was awarded the project by the

Independent Electricity Systems Operator
(IESO).

3 .
Proposed Project Lands N Optioned Lands
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What is a BESS?

« Stores electricity in batteries that is delivered to-and-from an electrical grid.

« Enhances grid stability by storing excess energy for use later (typically storing overnight when demand is
low and discharging in the evening when demand rises).

- Comprised of battery containers and a substation:
— Thousands of battery cells placed in trays, organized into modules and stacked in large containers.
— Fan system and current converter, called an inverter, built-in or attached to containers

— Substation includes a voltage converter, called a transformer, and transmission lines

Battery Cell Battery Module Battery Container




How does a BESS work?

Transformer
steps up power from medium
voltage (MV) to high voltage
(HV)

Transmission Lines
carry electricity to-and-from
the BESS

Container Inverter
stores direct current (DC) converts DC power to
power alternating current (AC)

NEOEN 8






Preliminary Design

* 400-megawatt (MW), 1600 MWh BESS - capacity
equal to the daily energy consumption of ~640,000
households in Ontario

* Preliminary design includes:
— 418 lithium-ion battery containers
— 3 transformers (incl. 1 back-up)

— 5 new steel structures with transmission lines
« Batteries + transformer = ~16 acres
« Transmission lines length = ~450 metres

» Connects to existing 230-kilovolt HV line to the
south

« Design is preliminary and subject to change

NEOEN

Existing HV Transmission Line

10



Why here?

* The proposed location for Tara BESS satisfies the conditions needed to host a BESS,
including:

— Proximity to transmission lines capable of supporting a BESS
— Suitable terrain

— Adequate footprint

— Landowner willingness

— Construction feasibility (i.e. road access)

— Proximity to demand

NEOEN

11



What to Expect: Construction

« Estimated 1.5 years of construction, including (based on
preliminary design):

— Fence installation

— Equipment mobilization, trucks, and deliveries

— Clearing and grading

— Temporary laydown and parking areas

— Shallow excavation and pouring of concrete slabs

— Hoisting of pre-assembled battery containers and transformers
— Erection of steel structures and transmission lines

— Electrical connection work

— Landscaping

NEOEN
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What to Expect: Operations

* One complete charge and discharge cycle each day

» Fans will oscillate to cool the BESS when charging in warm temperatures
* Permanent fence enclosing the containers and substation

* Permanent site office and parking area

« ~10 workers on site per day

NEOEN
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What are the risks?

All energy technologies come with potential for hazard.
For a lithium ion-based BESS, the risks include fire, thermal runaway, or spill event.

Risk of hazard is mitigated by:
— Rigorous design and safety features, such as cooling, containment, and suppression systems;
— A comprehensive safety and response plan, informed by and integrated with local emergency response; and

— Thorough maintenance, and stringent health and safety protocols.

Safety is Neoen'’s first priority — we have engaged local fire services and will work with Rightsholders and
stakeholders to develop a detailed safety and emergency response plan for Tara BESS.

NEOEN
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Development Process

WE ARE HERE 2025

\ \

Consultation Target Notice

Envi t A t to Proceed
RightShOlderS nvironmen ssessmen Q4 2025
Government/ABCs Acoustic bat monitoring Other Permits/Approvals
Local community Amphibian breed survey : ‘
Interest groups Aquatic habitat assessment EnVIro_nmentaI

N Compliance Approval

Breeding bird survey cinal | Target
Ecological Land Classification XlumC'pall Development Construction
and vegetation survey pprovals Start
Wetland delineation Q2 2026
Hydrology
Stage 1 Archaeological ‘
Assessment
Cavity nest search

Target

Operations
2027

NEOEN



Class Environmental Assessment — what’s next?

L ©) Jo A

P

* Proposed lands area ¢ Two at-risk species - Stage 1 Archaeological < Noise monitoring has
designated as identified in vicinity of Assessment will be been conducted to
floodplain site: conducted to search establish baseline

_ Eastern Meadowlark for items of cultural noise levels

« Hydrology study

: heritage or

underway to determine  — Red-headed Woodpecker Je or. - Receptor-based
: ¢ _ _ archaeological tori b
Impac « Cavity nest search will significance monitoring will be

be conducted by a | conducted

qualified wildlife -+ Stage 2 Archaeological

biologist Assessment may be

required

\ 4 \ 4 \ 4

May lead to mitigation, including design changes

NEOEN

17



Benefit Sharing

* We believe that the communities we work in
should share in the benefits of our projects.

 Consultation for Tara BESS will inform a
community benefits framework that, subject to
project approval, could come into effect as early
as commencement of construction.

« Benefits may include vendor opportunities,
employment and skills training, environmental
initiatives, art installations, and economic
benefits.

NEOEN
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10129 Hwy 6 n , P,

Georgian Bluffs, ON =
NOH2TO Environment

(519) 534-5507 Office

) . S Colb
saugeenojibwaynation.ca saugeen Ojibway

October 8, 2024

Samir Adkar

Director, Energy Networks and Indigenous Policy
Ministry of Energy and Electrification

77 Grenville Street, 6 th Floor

Toronto, ON M7A 2C1

VIA EMAIL

Mr. Adkar,
RE: The Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage Facility

We write to you regarding the Grey Owl battery energy storage facility (the Project). We understand that
the Project’s proponent, Neoen, has been awarded a 380 MW/four-hour capacity LT1 contract by the
Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) and we are concerned that a project proposed to be
located in the heart of our Territory (Anishnaabekiing) has proceeded to this relatively advanced stage of
development in the absence of any meaningful dialogue with the Saugeen Ojibway Nation (SON). We
ask, therefore, that you meet with us as soon as possible to address this issue.

Any project proposed in Anishnaabekiing must be brought to our attention at the earliest stages of its
development. Our 2010 agreement (the Agreement) with the Ministry of Energy, for example, requires
that SON receive notice of a project as soon as the Crown obtains a description from a proponent. The
Agreement recognizes that SON has special concerns regarding energy development in an ecologically
and culturally sensitive zone defined as the “Peninsula” and that special assurances are required for
projects in that area. In fact, the agreement requires that no project in the area proceed until SON and
Ontario have an appropriate foundation of data through the completion of a study. This has not yet
occurred. The Project is proposed to be located in the Peninsula.

The Agreement also requires that the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) provide SON with regular updates
on projects to which the OPA’s Economic Connection Test is applied, including each review of energy
generation applications. This commitment must apply equally to the IESO to provide similar update
regarding projects entering its RFP processes (including battery energy storage projects in LT1) that
would be located in Anishnaabekiing. On this basis, SON should have received notice of the Project from
IESO in advance of the LT1 contract award to Neoen. We did not receive any such notice.

The Project, like other possible projects that may emerge through the LT1 process, has been advanced in a
way that is inconsistent with our Agreement and inconsistent with SON’s expectations of meaningful and
appropriate engagement and participation in any developments within the SON Territory. We must
compare this with SON’s recent engagement on the Ontario Pumped Storage Project (OPS) where the
proponent approached us at the earliest stages of OPS’s development, incorporated our feedback into its
design, and sought our partnership through significant equity participation. The Project, like all other
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projects that might come through the LT1 process, are a significant step back from this level of
meaningful engagement and are not acceptable to SON.

The general lack of engagement by both the Crown and Neoen raises a number of concerns. Given the
unique relationship between SON and the Ministry of Energy we believe a meeting is required between us
to address these matters quickly. We request, therefore, that you provide the Ministry’s availability for a
meeting within the next three weeks to address this important matter.

We await your response and look forward to meeting with you.

Miigwetch,

Ogimaa Gregory Nadjiwon Ogimaa Conrad Ritchie

Chief, Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation Chief, Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation

cc:

Stephen Lecce, Minister, Ministry of Energy and Electrification
Chuck Farmer, Independent Electricity System Operator

Mike Lyle, Independent Electricity System Operator

Mario de Agiiero, Senior Project Manager, Neoen

Benoit Pinot de Villechenon, Province Director, Ontario, Neoen

Karen Heisler, Indigenous Research and Engagement Specialist, ICE Indigenous &amp; Community
Engagement



Tara Battery Energy Storage System

October 18, 2024



We acknowledge that the proposed Tara BESS is located within the Saugeen Ojibway Nation Territory and
Treaty area of the Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation and Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation.
We also recognize and respect the traditional relationship to these lands and waters of the Métis Nation of
Ontario - Region 7 Communities.



About Neoen

Founded in 2008, Neoen is an
independent producer of
renewable energy from France.

Neoen designs, implements, and
operates renewable electricity
technologies, including solar and
wind power, and energy storage
solutions.

> 8 GW of power in operation or
under construction across 15
countries.

A “long-term developer” that owns
more than 90% of its plants.

Neoen prioritizes safety,
environmental protection,
meaningful consultation, and
benefit-sharing.




Background

- Tara Battery Energy Storage System (BESS),
formerly Grey Owl, is proposed for 39
Concession Rd 4, Tara, in Arran-Elderslie, ON.

* In May 2024, Neoen, through its subsidiary Shift
Solar Inc., was awarded the project by the

Independent Electricity Systems Operator
(IESO).

3 .
Proposed Project Lands N Optioned Lands

NEOEN






Why here?

* The proposed location for Tara BESS satisfies the conditions needed to host a BESS,
including:

— Proximity to transmission lines capable of supporting a BESS
— Suitable terrain

— Adequate footprint

— Landowner willingness

— Construction feasibility (i.e. road access)

— Proximity to demand

NEOEN



Preliminary Design

* 400-megawatt (MW), 1600 MWh BESS - capacity equal to the daily energy
consumption of ~640,000 households in Ontario

* Preliminary design:
— 418 lithium-ion battery containers
— 3 transformers (incl. 1 back-up)

— 5 new steel structures with transmission lines
- Batteries + transformer = ~16 acres
* Transmission lines length = ~450 metres
« Connects to existing 230-kilovolt HV line to the south

* Preliminary and subject to change

NEOEN



What is a BESS?

« Stores electricity in batteries that is delivered to-and-from an electrical grid.

« Enhances grid stability by storing excess energy for use later (typically storing overnight when demand is
low and discharging in the evening when demand rises).

- Comprised of battery containers and a substation:
— Thousands of battery cells placed in trays, organized into modules and stacked in large containers.
— Fan system and current converter, called an inverter, built-in or attached to containers

— Substation includes a voltage converter, called a transformer, and transmission lines

Battery Cell Battery Module Battery Container




How does a BESS work?

Transformer
steps up power from medium
voltage (MV) to high voltage
(HV)

Transmission Lines
carry electricity to-and-from
the BESS

Container Inverter
stores direct current (DC) converts DC power to
power alternating current (AC)

NEOEN 9






What to Expect: Construction

« Estimated 1.5 years of construction, including (based on
preliminary design):

— Fence installation

— Equipment mobilization, trucks, and deliveries

— Clearing and grading

— Temporary laydown and parking areas

— Shallow excavation and pouring of concrete slabs

— Hoisting of pre-assembled battery containers and transformers
— Erection of steel structures and transmission lines

— Electrical connection work

— Landscaping

NEOEN

11



What to Expect: Operations

* One complete charge and discharge cycle each day

» Fans will oscillate to cool the BESS when charging in warm temperatures
* Permanent fence enclosing the containers and substation

* Permanent site office and parking area

« ~10 workers on site per day

NEOEN

12






Development Process

WE ARE HERE 2025

\ \

Consultation Target Notice

Envi t A t to Proceed
RightShOlderS nvironmen ssessmen Q4 2025
Government/ABCs Acoustic bat monitoring Other Permits/Approvals
Local community Amphibian breed survey : ‘
Interest groups Aquatic habitat assessment EnVIro_nmentaI

N Compliance Approval

Breeding bird survey cinal | Target
Ecological Land Classification XlumC'pall Development Construction
and vegetation survey pprovals Start
Wetland delineation Q2 2026
Hydrology
Stage 1 Archaeological ‘
Assessment
Cavity nest search

Target

Operations
2027

NEOEN



Benefit Sharing

* We believe that the communities we work in
should share in the benefits of our projects.

 Consultation for Tara BESS will inform a
community benefits framework that, subject to
project approval, could come into effect as early
as commencement of construction.

« Benefits may include vendor opportunities,
employment and skills training, environmental
initiatives, art installations, and economic
benefits.

NEOEN
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Thank you!
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Arran-Elderslie Fire Coordination
Tara BESS

November 12, 2024



We acknowledge that Tara BESS is proposed for lands located within the Saugeen Ojibway Nation
Territory and Treaty area of the Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation and Chippewas of Nawash Unceded
First Nation. We also acknowledge that the lands form part of the Historic Homeland of the Métis Nation of
Ontario - Region 7 Communities.

NEOEN



Contents

- Tara BESS Project Update
« BESS Technology
- BESS Safety and Potential Hazards

« Emergency Preparedness and Response Coordination
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About Neoen

Founded in 2008, Neoen is an
independent producer of
renewable energy.

Neoen designs, implements, and
operates renewable electricity
technologies, including solar and
wind power, and energy storage
solutions.

> 8 GW of power in operation or
under construction across 15
countries.

Neoen owns and operates its
facilities for the long-term.




Project Background

* Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage, is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600-
megawatt hour (MWNh) battery energy storage system (BESS) proposed for
lands located at 39 Concession Road 4, in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

* Neoen, through its subsidiary, Shift Solar Inc., was awarded a 20-year energy
storage contract by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) in
May 2024, through the IESO’s Long-term 1 (LT1) RFP procurement.

* Neoen is now exclusively leading development of the Tara BESS project

NEOEN
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Project Lifecycle - Ontario

Secure Land

Public Consultation

4 A

BESS Completion

IESO Contract

CONTRACT

BESS Design

Grid Connection
‘ﬁ!

Field Studies

Permitting & Approvals

WE ARE HERE

Construction

Maintenance




Preliminary Design

* 400-megawatt (MW) | 1600 MWh BESS

— Capable of discharging 400 MW of electricity for four (4) hours

— Capacity equal to the daily energy consumption of ~640,000
households in Ontario

 Preliminary design
— 420 lithium-ion battery containers
— 3 transformers (incl. 1 back-up)

— ~5 new steel structures with transmission lines

 Estimated footprint
— Battery containers and transformer station = ~16 acres

— Transmission lines = ~450 metres

* Proposed to connect to the existing 230-kilovolt
high-voltage line to the south

 Preliminary and subject to change

NEOEN

Proposed Project Lands N

Optioned Lands

Transmission



Target Project Timeline

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 2027 -
2024 2025 2025 2025 2025 2026 2026 2026 2026 2027 2027 2027 2047
Project Development

Consultation

Permitting and Approvals

Construction

Community Engagement

Operations

NEOEN
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Battery Energy Storage Technology

* Electricity is stored in batteries and discharged to an electrical grid.
* Typically charges overnight when demand is low and discharges when demand rises.
« A BESS can standalone or support another renewable technology.

« Components include:
— Thousands of battery cells organized into modules placed on racks in large steel containers
— Inverters to convert current
— Fans to cool the batteries during charging
— Transformers and substation to convert voltage

— SCADA system to operate the BESS

NEOEN

12



Standalone BESS Functionality

Transmission Lines
carry electricity to-and-from

the BESS

F.£ A

Transformer Inverter
steps up power from medium converts direct current (DC)
voltage (MV) to high voltage power to alternating current
(HV) (AC)

NEOEN

Batteries
charge and discharge DC

13



Neoen BESS Facilities in Australia

VICTORIAN

HORNSDALE

: : Our 300MW battery near Geelong, Victoria
Our 150MW battery outside Jamestown, South Australia that is currently in development

co-located with Hornsdale Wind Farm

NEOEN 14






BESS Potential Hazards

- Like all energy technologies, BESS facilities present potential hazards.

» Potential hazards for lithium-ion BESS include thermal runaway and spill
events.

—Thermal runaway is an exothermic reaction whereby damaged battery cells release energy
In the form of abnormal heat, which can propagate and result in smoke, fire, or combustion.
Thermal runaway can occur from an internal short circuit, external short circuit, external fire,
and BESS degradation.

— Spill events, including refrigerant, coolant, and oil spills, can result from equipment
malfunctions or blunt force to BESS components.

NEOEN
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Hazard Mitigation and Response Preparedness

* Hazard events are infrequent and prevented by rigorous design, thorough
maintenance and monitoring, and stringent safety protocols:

— Active protection, such as on-site water sprinkler and hydrant systems.

— Passive protection, such as use of fire barriers and non-combustible oils

— Site security and delineation

— Maintenance and monitoring systems

* Hazards events are managed by preparedness and rapid, effective response.

NEOEN
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Safety Framework Inputs

Prevent

Prepare

Design Features Training & Orientation

Site Safety Protocols Response Capacity

Maintenance &

Monitoring System Notification Protocol

Emergency Response

Neoen will seek input from
> Arran-Elderslie Fire on these
inputs

Plan

NEOEN
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Next Steps

* Neoen will arrange future meetings with Arran-Elderslie Fire to share and
obtain information, coordinate, and to seek feedback on:

— Tara BESS design and safety features
—Tara BESS Emergency Response Plan (incl. capacity)
— Notification procedure

— Site orientation and training

NEOEN

20



We want to hear from you!
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Mario De Aguero
Senior Project Manager,
Tara BESS

mario.deaguero@neoen.com

(647) 455-0877

Brittany Morrison
Manager, Communication,
Engagement & Stakeholder
Relations

brittany.morrison@neoen.com

(416) 312-0057

NEOEN

« 319-150 King Street West, Toronto, Ontario
M5H 1J9

* Www.neoen.com

- www.tarabattery.ca (coming soon)
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Tara BESS Project Update

November 13, 2024



Tara BESS is proposed for lands located within the Saugeen Ojibway Nation
Territory and Treaty area of the Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation and
Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation. The lands also form part of the
Historic Homeland of the Métis Nation of Ontario - Region 7 Communities.

NEOEN



Background

* Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage, is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600-
megawatt hour (MWNh) battery energy storage system (BESS) proposed for
lands located at 39 Concession Road 4, in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

* Neoen, through its subsidiary, Shift Solar Inc., was awarded a 20-year energy
storage contract by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) Iin
May 2024, through the IESO’s Long-term 1 (LT1) RFP procurement.

* Neoen is now exclusively leading development of the Tara BESS project

NEOEN



Tobermory

O
Lake Huron
Owen Sound
O
Barrie [ ake Simcoe
Arran-Elderslie Iﬁi& O
O

Hanover



About Neoen FoxTeREe

SOLAR FARM
93 MWp in Starland County, Alberta.

Founded in 2008, Neoen is an
independent producer of
renewable energy.

Neoen designs, implements,
and operates renewable
electricity technologies,
including solar and wind
power, and energy storage
solutions.

> 8 GW of power in operation
or under construction across
15 countries.

Neoen owns and operates its
facilities for the long-term.







BESS Technology

Stores (or “charges”) electricity in batteries that is later discharged to an electrical grid.

Charging typically occurs overnight when demand for electricity is low.
* Discharging typically occurs when demand rises.

« BESS can standalone or accompany a renewable technology, like wind or solar power.

« BESS components:
— Battery cells organized in modules and placed on racks in steel containers
— Inverters to convert current
— Fans to cool the batteries during charging
— Transformer station to convert voltage
— SCADA system to operate the BESS

— Transmission lines to move electricity

NEOEN



How a Standalone BESS Works

TRANSFORMER STATION —

+ Converts high voltage (HV)
to medium voltage (MV)

BATTERY CONTAINERS and vice versa
* Thousands of battery » SCADA system to operate
cells in steel containers the BESS
¢ Charge and discharge ~Jdasuiiiiale TR (HEP ISR IDIAREYL [FVReY
electricity to-and-from an
electrical grid
Y S
b PR
INVERTER TRANSMISSION LINES
¢ Converts direct current « Transmission lines move
(DC) to alternating current electricity to-and-from
(AC) and vice versa the BESS

» Steel structures hold the
lines overhead

NEOEN

o«



Neoen BESS Facilities in Australia

VICTORIAN

HORNSDALE

: : Our 300MW battery near Geelong, Victoria
Our 150MW battery outside Jamestown, South Australia that is currently in development

co-located with Hornsdale Wind Farm

NEOEN 9






Tara BESS - Preliminary Design

: 4

Standalone BESS Equal to the daily energy
400 MW | 1600 MWh Capacity consumption of ~640K
(400 MW for 4 hours) households in Ontario
[ [ra
3 transformers ~6.5 ha of at-grade
equipment

420 lithium-ion battery
cell containers

it

~450 m of overhead
transmission line + 5 steel
structures

This information is preliminary and subject to change.

NEOEN
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Project Lifecycle WE ARE HERE

Secure Land IESO Contract

; Field Studies

CONTRACT

Public Consultation BESS Design Permitting & Approvals Construction
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Target Project Timeline

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 2027 -
2024 2025 2025 2025 2025 2026 2026 2026 2026 2027 2027 2027 2047
Project Development

Consultation

Permitting and Approvals

Construction

Community Engagement

Operations

NEOEN
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Consultation

 1-on-1 consultation with Rightsholders, stakeholders, and adjacent
landowners/occupants underway.

* Week of November 18

— Project website: www.tarabattery.ca

— Notice of Commencement

- Community open house in early Q1 2025.

NEOEN

16



Community Benefits

* We believe that the communities
we work in should share in the
benefits of our projects.

 Consultation for Tara BESS will
iInform a community benefits plan.

 Benefits may include vendor
opportunities, employment and
skills training, environmental
Initiatives, sponsorship, donations,
and art installations.

NEOEN 17



We want to hear from you!
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Mario De Aguero
Senior Project Manager,
Tara BESS

mario.deaguero@neoen.com

(647) 455-0877

Brittany Morrison
Manager, Communication,
Engagement & Stakeholder
Relations

brittany.morrison@neoen.com

(416) 312-0057

NEOEN

« 319-150 King Street West, Toronto, Ontario
M5H 1J9

* Www.neoen.com

- www.tarabattery.ca (coming soon)

18



NEOEN

iy L

November 18, 2024



Tara BESS is proposed for lands located within the Saugeen Ojibway Nation
Territory and Treaty area of the Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation and
Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation. The lands also form part of the
Historic Homeland of the Métis Nation of Ontario - Region 7 Communities.

NEOEN



Background

* Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage, is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600-
megawatt hour (MWNh) battery energy storage system (BESS) proposed for
lands located at 39 Concession Road 4, in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

* Neoen, through its subsidiary, Shift Solar Inc., was awarded a 20-year energy
storage contract by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) Iin
May 2024, through the IESO’s Long-term 1 (LT1) RFP procurement.

* Neoen is now exclusively leading development of the Tara BESS project

NEOEN
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About Neoen o

SOLAR FARM
93 MWp in Starland County, Alberta.

Founded in 2008, Neoen is an
independent producer of
renewable energy.

Neoen designs, implements,
and operates renewable
electricity technologies,
including solar and wind
power, and energy storage
solutions.

> 8 GW of power in operation
or under construction across
15 countries.

Neoen owns and operates its
facilities for the long-term.







BESS Technology

Stores (or “charges”) electricity in batteries that is later discharged to an electrical grid.

Charging typically occurs overnight when demand for electricity is low.
* Discharging typically occurs when demand rises.

« BESS can standalone or accompany a renewable technology, like wind or solar power.

« BESS components:
— Battery cells organized in modules and placed on racks in steel containers
— Inverters to convert current
— Fans to cool the batteries during charging
— Transformer station to convert voltage
— SCADA system to operate the BESS

— Transmission lines to move electricity

NEOEN



How a Standalone BESS Works

TRANSFORMER STATION —

» Converts high voltage (HV)
to medium voltage (MV)
BATTERY CONTAINERS and vice versa
* Thousands of battery » SCADA system to operate
cells in steel containers the BESS
+ Charge and discharge guchhiial o RN RIRLAARISIILN (BAORR) AR

electricity to-and-from an
electrical grid

INVERTER TRANSMISSION LINES
* Converts direct current e Transmission lines move
(DC) to alternating current electricity to-and-from
(AC) and vice versa the BESS

» Steel structures hold the
lines overhead

NEOEN




Neoen BESS Facilities in Australia

VICTORIAN

HORNSDALE

: : Our 300MW battery near Geelong, Victoria
Our 150MW battery outside Jamestown, South Australia that is currently in development

co-located with Hornsdale Wind Farm
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Tara BESS - Preliminary Design

: 4

Standalone BESS Equal to the daily energy
400 MW | 1600 MWh Capacity consumption of ~640K
(400 MW for 4 hours) households in Ontario
[ [ra
3 transformers ~6.5 ha of at-grade
equipment

420 lithium-ion battery
cell containers

it

~450 m of overhead
transmission line + 5 steel
structures

This information is preliminary and subject to change.
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Target Project Timeline
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Project Development
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BESS Potential Hazards

- Like all energy technologies, BESS facilities present potential hazards.

» Potential hazards for lithium-ion BESS include thermal runaway and spill
events.

—Thermal runaway is an exothermic reaction whereby damaged battery cells release energy
In the form of abnormal heat, which can propagate and result in smoke, fire, or combustion.
Thermal runaway can occur from an internal short circuit, external short circuit, external fire,
and BESS degradation.

— Spill events, including refrigerant, coolant, and oil spills, can result from equipment
malfunctions or blunt force to BESS components.

NEOEN

16



Hazard Mitigation and Response Preparedness

* Hazard events are infrequent and prevented by rigorous design, thorough
maintenance and monitoring, and stringent safety protocols:

— Active protection, such as on-site water sprinkler and hydrant systems.

— Passive protection, such as use of fire barriers and non-combustible oils

— Site security and delineation

— Maintenance and monitoring systems

* Hazards events are managed by preparedness and rapid, effective response.

NEOEN

17






Consultation

 1-on-1 consultation with Rightsholders, stakeholders, and adjacent
landowners/occupants underway.

* Week of November 18

— Project website: www.tarabattery.ca

— Notice of Commencement

- Community open house in early Q1 2025.

NEOEN

19



Community Benefits

* We believe that the communities
we work in should share in the
benefits of our projects.

 Consultation for Tara BESS will
iInform a community benefits plan.

 Benefits may include vendor
opportunities, employment and
skills training, environmental
Initiatives, sponsorship, donations,
and art installations.

NEOEN 20



We want to hear from you!

190710
?J/,llfwldlfo/
Nisraas dida r./.lﬂ

Mario De Aguero
Senior Project Manager,
Tara BESS

mario.deaguero@neoen.com

(647) 455-0877

Brittany Morrison
Manager, Communication,
Engagement & Stakeholder
Relations

brittany.morrison@neoen.com

(416) 312-0057

NEOEN

« 319-150 King Street West, Toronto, Ontario
M5H 1J9

* Www.neoen.com

- www.tarabattery.ca (coming soon)
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From: Brittany Morrison

To: manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca
Subject: RE: Tara BESS Consultation Follow-up
Sent: 2024-11-06 5:28:00 PM

Good afternoon, Janet,
| am following up on my e-mail and voicemails.

We would like to arrange a meeting with SON Joint Council to discuss the proposed Tara BESS, formerly
Grey Owl, project.

We will be conducting an archaeology and cultural heritage site walk very soon. | want to ensure SON Joint
Council and/or its representatives can participate, if desired.

As | mentioned to Owen, we respect SON'’s position, and we regret that early outreach did not meet
expectations. The Tara BESS project is now being led exclusively by Neoen, and it is important to us that
SON Joint Council is consulted in a meaningful way— one that meets the Nations’ expectations.

| really hope to hear from you.

Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
M. +1 416-312-0057

From: Brittany Morrison

Sent: November 1, 2024 7:27 PM

To: manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca
Subject: FW: Tara BESS Consultation Follow-up

Hello Janet,
I hope you are well.

| received your contact information from Amy Gibson at the Ministry of Energy and Electrification, who
suggested | reach out to you.

My name is Brittany Morrison. | work with Neoen—we are developing the Tara BESS project proposed for
lands at Concession Road 4 and Grey-Bruce Line.

I am hoping to arrange a meeting with the SON Joint Council to discuss the project. | previously spoke with
Owen Tanner. I've included the e-mail thread here.

Perhaps we can find a time to speak on the phone on Monday? My phone number is (416) 312-0057, and |
will also try calling you.

Have a great weekend!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9

From: Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com>
Sent: October 8, 2024 11:31 AM

To: manager.energy@saugeenojibwaynation.ca

Cc: Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>
Subject: Tara BESS Consultation Follow-up

Hello Owen,

Thank you very much for your call yesterday morning. We are sorry to hear that the SON Joint Council wishes to halt
consultation on the proposed Tara BESS (formerly Grey Owl) project.



We respect the Council’s position that appropriate consultation protocol was not met at the RFP stage. If it is helpful, |
have confirmed that on October 17, 2023, prior to awarding of the contract by IESO, Shift Solar Inc. extended a
community meeting invitation by e-mail to manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca as an initial meeting of Rightsholders
and community stakeholders. Though, we recognize it was not the best approach. Neoen respects the Saugeen
Ojibway Nation’s rights, interests, and Territory, and intends to consult the SON Joint Council in a way that meets its
expectations.

Our intention for retaining ICE was to help Neoen navigate the procedural aspects of consultation, not to lead it. We
understand that Neoen is the relationship holder. ICE will continue to support Neoen in providing advice and protocol
guidance. My colleague, Mario de Agtiero, Project Manager for Tara BESS, performed Neoen'’s initial outreach (see
below). ICE then followed up to set up a meeting for Neoen and SON about the project overall as well as to invite the
Nation’s Archaeology team to a field visit, which we understand to be SON protocol.

| would be grateful if, at your Wednesday meeting with the Council, you would convey our wishes to start on a better
foot. We want to form positive relations with the Saugeen Ojibway Nation and lead a meaningful consultation process.

Tara BESS is proposed and in the preliminary design phase. It's important to us to understand the Nation’s interests
and concerns at this early stage. We hope the SON Joint Council will consider meeting with us soon.

Sincerely,

Brittany Morrison
Communications & Engagement Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 315 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9

De: Mario De Aguero

Enviado el: miércoles, 4 de septiembre de 2024 05:47 p. m.

Para: environmentoffice@saugeenojibwaynation.ca

CC: Benoit Pinot de Villechenon <benoit.pinotdevillechenon@neoen.com>; Heather.swan@indigenousengagement.ca;
karenheisler <karen.heisler@indigenousengagement.ca>; michael.fox@indigenousengagement.ca; Alexandra Clarke
<alexandra.clarke@indigenousengagement.ca>

Asunto: Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) proposed by Neoen - Consultation

Good afternoon,

We are writing to provide some information about the Grey Owl Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a project that Neoen is
developing in Arran-Elderslie Municipality and to inquire about interest in having an introductory meeting to start discussions
about the project and to learn more about you, your interests and how best to work together.

Attached you will find a letter with more information about the project and the company.
| have copied Indigenous and Community Engagement Inc. (ICE), who will be assisting us throughout the consultation process.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. Additionally, let me know your availability to schedule a meeting at your
convenience.

Best regards,

Mario de Aglero
Senior Project Manager
Ontario, Canada

NEOEN

M. +1 (647) 455-0877
Suite 315, 150 King Street West
Toronto, ON, M5H 1J9




From: Janet Galant

To: Brittany Morrison
Subject: Re: Meeting tomorrow
Sent: 2024-11-2011:31:01 AM

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Brittany,
The Chiefs have asked to reschedule. I will let them know which dates work best for you.

Sorry about that.
I will be in touch.

Janet Galant

Senior Manager

T: 519.373.6075
10129 Hwy 6
Georgian Bluffs, ON
NOH 2T0

'n

Environment
Office

Eatigaen ity
Hation,

saugeenojibwaynation.ca

The material contained in this email message is considered privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the
individual or group addressed. Any use, dissemination, distribution or copy of this email by persons that this message was not
intended for is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact us immediately by telephone.

On Wed, Nov 20, 2024 at 11:13 AM Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com> wrote:

Hi Janet,

Any word back? If we will meet, I’ll have to head out shortly.

9th 6th

If it is helpful, we can also meet in-person next Friday November 29" or December 6™, we can also meet virtually

most days.

Brittany Morrison
M. +1 416-312-0057

From: Janet Galant <manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>
Sent: November 19, 2024 8:21 PM

To: Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com>
Subject: Meeting tomorrow

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Brittany,



I spoke with chief Nadjiwon tonight and he is available tomorrow after another meeting we have at 2pm in Owen
Sound.

I know it’s late notice but if you could make an in-person meeting, we could find a place to meet in Owen Sound,
otherwise we can meet virtually.

If you can’t make tomorrow, please let me know and we can rearrange another date.

Thanks,

Janet Galant
Senior Manager
T: 519.373.6075
10129 Hwy 6

Georgian Bluffs, ON
NOH 2T0

I

saugeenojibwaynation.ca

The material contained in this email message is considered privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of
the individual or group addressed. Any use, dissemination, distribution or copy of this email by persons that this message was
not intended for is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact us immediately by telephone.



TARA

Notice of Commencement:
Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission Facilities

Published: November 25, 2024

Neoen is initiating a Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission Facilities (Class EA for TF) for Tara BESS, a battery energy storage
system (BESS) proposed for development in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

About the Project

Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage, is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600-megawatt hour (MWh) capacity standalone battery energy storage
system (BESS) proposed for development in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, approximately 5-kilometres southeast of the Village of Tara.
The project was awarded a 20-year contract by Ontario’s Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO), through IESO’s “long-term 17
(LT1) RFP procurement. Tara BESS is one of ten energy storage contracts awarded in the LT1 procurement to meet Ontario’s growing
electricity needs. Tara BESS is proposed to store and discharge electricity to Ontario’s grid, adding up to 400 MW of capacity. Neoen Ontario

BESS 1 Inc. (Neoen) is leading development of Tara BESS.

BESS Bulldable Area

Transmiasion Line

Proposed Project Lands

Planning Process

Tara BESS is subject to the Class Environmental Assessment for
Transmission Facilities process (www.hydroone.com/classea) in
accordance with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. This is a
process for electricity transmission-related projects that do not generate
electricity. Construction is expected to begin in spring 2026, subject to
required permits and approvals.

About Neoen

Neoen is a leading independent power producer of exclusively renewable
energy technologies, including solar and onshore wind power, and energy
storage solutions. Neoen has more than 8-gigawatts of power in operation
or under construction across 15 countries. Neoen owns and operate its
facilities for the long-term. To learn more about Neoen, visit
Www.neoen.com.

*Personal information included in your feedback/question, such as name, address, telephone
number and property location, is collected, under the authority of Section 30 of the Environmental
Assessment Act and is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is
available to the general public. As the information is collected for the purpose of a public record,
the protection of personal information provided in the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act (FIPPA) does not apply (s.37). Personal information you submit will become part of the
available public record unless you request that your personal information remain confidential.

Existing HV Transmission Line

Study Area

Tara BESS is proposed for development on private lands
located at 39 Concession Road 4, Tara, Ontario (the
pictured “proposed project lands”).

Tara BESS is expected to occupy a footprint of
approximately 20 acres at-grade, plus approximately 450
metres of overhead transmission line and approximately
five (5) steel structures to hold the transmission lines.

Tara BESS is proposed to connect to Hydro One’s existing
230-kilovolt high voltage transmission line to the south of
the proposed project lands.

The pictured “buildable area” represents the potential
BESS development area. It is not reflective of the proposed
BESS layout, and is subject to change. Details of the
proposed BESS layout will be provided in a future
communication.

Share Your Feedback

Neoen is committed to meaningful consultation. Your
feedback will inform the Class EA for TF process*.

To share your feedback, ask questions, or to subscribe
to the Tara BESS mailing list, please contact:

Brittany Morrison
Manager, Communication & Engagement

info@tarabattery.ca
(416) 312-0057

For more information or to share your feedback using our
online feedback form, visit www.tarabattery.ca.

NEOEN




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Janet Galant

Cc: environmentoffice@saugeenojibwaynation.ca

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-25 5:04:00 PM

Hello Janet,

I am writing to let you know that, today, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice is attached to this e-mail.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Happy to answer any questions.
Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: edance@arran-elderslie.ca

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-25 3:45:00 PM

Good afternoon, Emily,

| am writing to let you know that, today, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice will be delivered to properties in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site. | have
attached a copy to this email.

Typically, | would send a copy to mayor and ward councillor. Would you like to provide it to them, or would
you prefer that | send directly?

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Byers, Rick; LaPierre, Lisa;

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-25 3:48:00 PM

Good afternoon, Lisa,

I am writing to let you know that, today, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice will be delivered to properties in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site. | have
attached a copy to this email.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Liz Buckton

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-25 3:49:00 PM

Good afternoon, Liz,

I am writing to let you know that, today, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice will be delivered to properties in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site. | have
attached a copy to this email.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: CPeabody@brucecounty.on.ca

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-25 3:53:00 PM

Good afternoon, Warden Peabody,

I am writing to let you know that, today, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice will be delivered to properties in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site. | have
attached a copy to this email.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

We would be happy to meet with you to discuss the Tara BESS project. Please, do not hesitate to contact
us.

Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9

From: Brittany Morrison

Sent: October 30, 2024 11:38 AM

To: 'CPeabody@brucecounty.on.ca' <CPeabody@brucecounty.on.ca>
Cc: Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>

Subject: Introduction and Meeting Request - Tara BESS

Dear Warden Peabody,

I am writing to share information about Neoen’s energy storage project, Tara BESS, proposed for 39
Concession Road 4, located at Concession Road 4 and Grey-Bruce Line in the Municipality of Arran-
Elderslie, and to arrange a meeting to discuss the project with you.

Tara BESS, formerly, Grey Owl, is a 400-megawatt (MW) capacity battery energy storage system (BESS)
project, awarded by Ontario’s Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) in May 2024, through its
competitive “long-term 1” (LT1) energy procurement process.

Neoen is a developer of exclusively renewable energy technologies with expertise in solar and wind power,
and energy storage solutions. Neoen has more than 8-gigawatts of power in operation or under construction
across 15 countries, including Fox Coulee, a 93 MWp solar farm in Starland County, Alberta.

Understanding community interests is an important part our development process. We are beginning to
connect with Rightsholders, stakeholders, landowners, occupants, and farmers in the proposed project area
to share information and gather feedback. Consultation with these groups will inform our plans and will allow
us to address any reasonable concerns surrounding the project.

My colleague, Mario de Aguero (copied), is leading development of the Tara BESS project. Mario and |
would be happy to meet with you, and any colleagues you feel appropriate, to discuss the Tara BESS
project in more detail. We are happy to meet in-person or virtually.

Please do not hesitate to call me.

We look forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,



Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Pierre Valley,

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: FW: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-25 3:55:00 PM

Hi Pierre,

Today, we issued the Notice of Commencement of Class EA for the Tara BESS project. See attached.

Below is a copy for the communication we sent to Warden Peabody’s office. | haven’t heard back. Can you
tell me if there is a staff person | should direct these communications to?

Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
M. +1 416-312-0057

From: Brittany Morrison

Sent: November 25, 2024 3:53 PM

To: CPeabody@brucecounty.on.ca

Cc: Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS

Good afternoon, Warden Peabody,

I am writing to let you know that, today, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice will be delivered to properties in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site. | have
attached a copy to this email.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

We would be happy to meet with you to discuss the Tara BESS project. Please, do not hesitate to contact
us.

Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9

From: Brittany Morrison

Sent: October 30, 2024 11:38 AM

To: 'CPeabody@brucecounty.on.ca' <CPeabody@brucecounty.on.ca>
Cc: Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>

Subject: Introduction and Meeting Request - Tara BESS

Dear Warden Peabody,

| am writing to share information about Neoen’s energy storage project, Tara BESS, proposed for 39
Concession Road 4, located at Concession Road 4 and Grey-Bruce Line in the Municipality of Arran-
Elderslie, and to arrange a meeting to discuss the project with you.

Tara BESS, formerly, Grey Owl, is a 400-megawatt (MW) capacity battery energy storage system (BESS)
project, awarded by Ontario’s Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) in May 2024, through its
competitive “long-term 1” (LT1) energy procurement process.

Neoen is a developer of exclusively renewable energy technologies with expertise in solar and wind power,
and energy storage solutions. Neoen has more than 8-gigawatts of power in operation or under construction



across 15 countries, including Fox Coulee, a 93 MWp solar farm in Starland County, Alberta.

Understanding community interests is an important part our development process. We are beginning to
connect with Rightsholders, stakeholders, landowners, occupants, and farmers in the proposed project area
to share information and gather feedback. Consultation with these groups will inform our plans and will allow
us to address any reasonable concerns surrounding the project.

My colleague, Mario de Aguero (copied), is leading development of the Tara BESS project. Mario and |
would be happy to meet with you, and any colleagues you feel appropriate, to discuss the Tara BESS
project in more detail. We are happy to meet in-person or virtually.

Please do not hesitate to call me.

We look forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

= ©
NEOEN
brittany.morrrison@neoen.com

M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Mary MacDougall; Ethan Roy;

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-25 5:06:00 PM

Hello Mary and Ethan,

| am writing to let you know that, today, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice is attached to this e-mail.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Happy to answer any questions.

We are still reviewing the workplan and will be in touch very shortly.

Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: 'sao@nawash.ca'

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-255:19:00 PM

Hello,

I am writing to let you know that, today, we issued Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities for the Tara BESS project.

A copy of the notice is attached to this e-mail.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Happy to answer any questions.
Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: sfn@saugeen.org

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-25 5:20:00 PM

Hello,

I am writing to let you know that, today, we issued Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities for the Tara BESS project.

A copy of the notice is attached to this e-mail.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Happy to answer any questions.
Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: 'Iwhite@brucecounty.on.ca';'JBurnett@brucecounty.on.ca';
Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-26 9:07:00 AM

Good morning,

I am writing to let you know that, yesterday, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice will be delivered to properties in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site. | have
attached a copy to this email.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: 'ClassEAnotices@ontario.ca';_'eanotification.swregion@ontario.ca';
Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-26 4:02:00 PM

Good afternoon,

I am writing to let you know that, yesterday, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Please contact us if you wish to discuss.
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: 'ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca'

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf
Sent: 2024-11-26 4:07:00 PM

Good afternoon,

I am writing to let you know that, yesterday, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Please contact us if you wish to discuss.
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: 'm.plewes@greysauble.on.ca';_'n.mcarthur@greysauble.on.ca'; 'lan Eriksen';
Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS

Attachments: Final - Notice of Commencement - Tara BESS - Nov 25 2024.pdf

Sent: 2024-11-26 4:46:00 PM

Good afternoon,

I am writing to let you know that we have issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list, and
view project updates.

Please contact us if you wish to discuss.
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: carolmcmillan37 @gmail.com

Subject: Tara BESS Website and Notice of Commencement of Class EA
Sent: 2024-11-26 5:03:00 PM

Hi Carol,

| hope you are well.

I am writing to let you know that the project website, www.tarabattery.ca, is now live. It includes project
information, contact information, an online feedback form, and a section to view project updates.

Also, here a link to the Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission
Facilities for Tara BESS. You will receive a hardcopy in the mail as well.

Please give me a call if you have any questions. Otherwise, | will be in touch to meet again in the coming
weeks.

Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: JG.cookman@gmail.com

Subject: Tara BESS Website and Notice of Commencement of Class EA
Sent: 2024-11-26 5:06:00 PM

Hi John,

| hope you are well.

I am writing to let you know that the project website, www.tarabattery.ca, is now live. It includes project
information, contact information, an online feedback form, and a section to view project updates.

Also, here a link to the Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission
Facilities for Tara BESS. You will receive a hardcopy in the mail as well.

Please give me a call if you have any questions. Otherwise, | will be in touch to meet again in the coming
weeks.

Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Janet Galant; manager.energy@saugeenojibwaynation.ca;

Cc: environmentoffice@saugeenojibwaynation.ca; Mario De Aguero;
Subject: Archaeological Site Walk - Tara BESS

Sent: 2024-11-28 10:20:00 AM

Hello Janet and Owen,

I am writing to inform you that, in early December, Neoen will conduct an archaeological field walk as part of
the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment for Tara BESS.

We would like to invite SON Joint Council or its representatives to participate. Neoen would, of course,
provide capacity funding for your participation. As discussed, we have held off on scheduling the field walk in
hopes that we would first meet with SON Joint Council. The snow will soon be upon us, so we, unfortunately,
cannot hold off any longer.

| have downloaded a copy of SON'’s Archaeological Standards and will provide a copy to our consultant
team. | have included your Environment Office, who | understand will receive the notice from the Province
once the walk has been scheduled.

Please let me know as soon as possible if SON Joint Council wishes to participate, so we can select a day
that best suits you and your representatives.

Also, Janet, | have tried several times to reach you by phone and e-mail since our meeting with Chief
Nadjiwon and Chief Ritchie was cancelled last Wednesday but have not heard back. | hope everything is
OK.

We really would like to meet with the Chiefs. | am sure they are busy, but is there a time in the first three
weeks of December that they are available? We can go to them or meet virtually.

In the meantime, can we meet with the Energy team to introduce ourselves and the Tara BESS project?
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




NEOEN

Tara BESS Project Update
The Municipality of Arran-Elderslie Council Meeting

December 9, 2024



Tara BESS is proposed for lands located within the Saugeen Ojibway Nation
Territory and Treaty area of the Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation and
Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation. The lands also form part of the
Historic Homeland of the Métis Nation of Ontario - Region 7 Communities.

NEOEN



Background

- Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage, is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600-megawatt
hour (MWh) battery energy storage system (BESS) proposed for development on
39 Concession Road 4, in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

» Awarded a 20-year energy storage contract by the Ontario’s Independent Electricity
System Operator (IESO) in May 2024, through the IESO’s Long-term 1 (LT1) RFP
procurement — one of ten BESS contracts awarded in the RFP.

- Tara BESS responds directly to Ontario’s growing energy needs and 2050 energy
procurement target, by adding grid capacity equivalent to the daily energy
consumption of ~640,000 households in Ontario.

* Neoen Canada BESS 1 Inc. (Neoen) is now exclusively leading development of the
Tara BESS project.

NEOEN



About Neoen o

SOLAR FARM
93 MWp in Starland County, Alberta.

Founded in 2008, Neoen is an
independent producer of
renewable energy.

Neoen designs, implements,
and operates renewable
electricity technologies,
including solar and wind
power, and energy storage
solutions.

> 8 GW of power in operation
or under construction across
15 countries.

Neoen owns and operates its
facilities for the long-term.







What is Battery Energy Storage?

» Stores (or “charges”) electricity in batteries that is later discharged to an
electrical grid.

* Typically, charges overnight when demand is low and discharges when
demand rises.

* BESS can standalone or accompany a renewable technology, like wind or
solar power.

 Supports the transition from fossil fuels by maximizing the use of energy
produced from renewable sources.

 Provides ancillary services such as frequency and voltage support, and virtual
Inertia.

NEOEN



How does a Standalone BESS Work?

A - Battery Containers C - Transformer Station
* Thousands of battery cells in steel containers » Converts high voltage (HV) to medium voltage
* Charge and discharge electricity to-and-from (MV) and vice versa
an electrical grid + SCADA system to operate the BESS 7
T "'u """ 1 "plv T “Y T 1 @ /“
A (| Jl
J s
B - Inverter D - Transmission Lines
» Converts direct current (DC) to » Transmission lines move electricity to-and-from the BESS
alternating current (AC) and vice versa » Steel structures hold the lines overhead

 Electricity travels to-and-from the grid
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Tara BESS Preliminary Design

: 4

Standalone BESS facility Capable of providing 400
MW of power for four

hours
[ [re
3 Transformers ~20 acres of at-grade
(1 back-up) equipment

~420 lithium-ion battery
cell containers

il

~400 m of overhead
transmission line and ~5
transmission structures

This information is preliminary and subject to change.

NEOEN
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Project Lifecycle WE ARE HERE

Secure Land IESO Contract

; Field Studies

- ! B CONTRAGT
s
S

BESS Design Permitting & Approvals Construction BESS Completion

DECOMMISSION AND RESTORE TO

Operations

PREVIOUS USE

EXTEND CONTRACT AND CONTINUE
OPERATIONS

NEOEN
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Target Project Timeline

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Ql Q2 Q3 Q4

Project Development . .

Construction

Community Engagement

Operations

NEOEN



Project Permits and Approvals

 Class Environmental Assessment (EA) for
Transmission Facilities

— Aquatic Habitat Assessment

— Ecological Land Classification and Vegetation
Surveys

— Breeding Bird Surveys

— Breeding Amphibian Surveys

— Bat Habitat Assessment (Maternity Roost Surveys)
— Noise Impact Assessment

— Archaeological Assessment

— Agricultural Impact Assessment

*TO BE CONFIRMED

* Environmental Compliance Approval for
Stormwater

* Species-at-Risk*
« Environmental Activity Sector Registration (noise)
» Archaeology Clearance Letter

» Approved Soil and Excess Materials
Management Plan*

» Ontario Endangered Species Act Sec.17
approval*

* Regulation 41/24 Approval from Grey Sauble
Conservation Authority

NEOEN
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Consultation

« Consultation for Tara BESS is underway.

* Neoen will consult Rightsholders, stakeholders, S
landowners and occupants in the immediate S—
vicinity, and the broader community.

* We invite feedback via the following channels:

— Phone: (416) 312-0057

— Email: info@tarabattery.ca

— Web: www.tarabattery.ca (via feedback form)

— Mail: 319-150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9
— Request a 1-on-1 meeting

— Public open house — January 21, 2025

— Public open house — Spring 2025 (date TBC)

NEOEN 15






BESS Safety

- BESS are designed to prevent the following potential hazards:

— Thermal runaway is an exothermic reaction whereby damaged battery cells release energy in the form of
abnormal heat, which can propagate and result in smoke, fire, or combustion. Thermal runaway can occur
from an internal short circuit, external short circuit, external fire, and BESS degradation.

— Spill events, including refrigerant, coolant, and oil spills, can result from equipment malfunctions or blunt
force to BESS components.

- BESS hazard events are infrequent and prevented by rigorous design mitigation, thorough
maintenance and monitoring, and stringent safety protocols, including:

— Active protection, such as on-site water sprinkler and hydrant systems
— Passive protection, such as use of fire barriers and non-combustible oils

— Facility systems and security

- Hazards events are managed by preparedness and rapid response.

* Neoen has engaged Arran-Elderslie’s Fire Department on the Tara BESS project.

NEOEN

17






Community Benefits

* Neoen believes that the communities it
works In should share in the benefits of
Its projects.

 Consultation for Tara BESS will inform
a community benefits plan that may
Include vendor opportunities,
employment and skills training,
Indigenous-specific benefits or
opportunities, environmental initiatives,
sponsorship, donations, or art
Installations.

NEOEN 19






We want to hear from you!

190710
?J/,llfwldlfo/
Nisraas dida r./.lﬂ

Mario De Aguero
Senior Project Manager,
Tara BESS

mario.deaguero@neoen.com

(647) 455-0877

Brittany Morrison
Manager, Communication,
Engagement & Stakeholder
Relations

brittany.morrison@neoen.com

(416) 312-0057

NEOEN

« 319-150 King Street West, Toronto, Ontario
M5H 1J9

* Www.neoen.com

o Wwww.tarabattery.ca

21



COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE

Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage,
Is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600-
megawatt hours (MWh) battery energy
storage system proposed for
development on 39 Concession Road 4,
in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

Awarded a 20-year contract by Ontario’s
Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO),
Tara BESS is one of ten battery energy storage
systems procured by IESO through its long-term 1
(LT1) RFP in May 2024.

Tara BESS will store and discharge electricity
directly to Ontario’s electrical grid, adding 400 MW
of capacity — equivalent to the daily energy
consumption of approximately 640,000 households
in Ontario.

The project responds directly to the Government of
Ontario’s plan to procure up to 7,500 MW of power
to meet the province’s projected 2050 energy
needs.

To learn more about Tara BESS, visit
www.tarabattery.ca

Community Open House

Consultation for Tara BESS is now underway,
and we want to hear from you!

Join us for a drop-in open house on Tuesday
January 21, 2025. Meet the project team and
learn about:

* Project Layout

* BESS Technology

*  Environmental Assessment
+ Development Process

Feedback will be collected and included in a
public consultation record that will form part of
Neoen’s development applications for Tara
BESS.

12:00 pm — 2:00 pm

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Community Hall — Tara Community Centre
150 Hamilton St, Tara, ON

In the event of inclement weather, the open
house will be rescheduled for Tuesday January
28, and notice will be posted on
www.tarabattery.ca.

Proposed Project Lands

-
oy Pt

~ BESS Buildable Area

Transmission Line

Existling HV Transmission Line




Project Field Studies & Public Submission Assessment  Construction Operations
Awarded Assessments Consultation SPRING 2025 & Approval SPRING 2026 LATE 2027

0 Rl ahetes EERIT = Neoen submits Regulatory Construction of Tara BESS

Tara BESS begins
begins. operations:

MAR 2025 MAR 2025 authorities

Project contract applications to
is awarded by ~ Neoen undertakes  Neoen gathers regulatory
IESO. studies and feedback from authorities for
assessment to the community. approval.
inform the project g
design. —— [ ,l
\

assess the
project.

Contact Us
Can’t attend the open house?

You can request information, ask questions, and share feedback by:

* Phone
* E-mail
* Malil

* Online (via Feedback Form)
* Request a 1-on-1 meeting

(416) 312-0057

info@tarabattery.ca

Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9
www.tarabattery.ca

info@tarabattery.ca | www.tarabattery.ca N EOEN



Tﬂ. RA COMMUNITY OPEN

HOUSE NOTICE

Join us, Tuesday January r.- s

21, 2025, for an open |

house on the Tara Battery
Energy Storage project,

12-2PMand 6-8 PM

Community HEIII Roem weather, the open house
Tara Community Centre wil be Teschsduled for
150 Hamilton St, Tara, ON Tuesday January 28.

In the event of inclement

‘www tarabatiery.ca




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Linda White;_Pierre Valley;,

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Community Open House - Jan 21 2025
Attachments: Notice of Open House - Tara BESS - January 21 2025.pdf
Sent: 2024-12-17 4:12:00 PM

Hello Linda and Pierre,
On Tuesday January 21, 2025, Neoen will host a community open house for the Tara BESS project.

We will host two drop-in times, 12 — 2 pm, and 6 — 8 pm, both at the Tara Community Centre in the Community
Hall room.

Copies of the notice have been delivered to mailboxes of properties in the project area.
Is there a public area in the County Hall where the notice can be posted?

Also, it would be great if the County could share it on its social channels or website.
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOE N

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Byers, Rick

Subject: FW: Notice of Community Open House - Jan 21 2025
Attachments: Notice of Open House - Tara BESS - January 21 2025.pdf
Sent: 2024-12-17 4:13:00 PM

Hello MPP Byers,
On Tuesday January 21, 2025, Neoen will host a community open house for the Tara BESS project.

We will host two drop-in times, 12 — 2 pm, and 6 — 8 pm, both at the Tara Community Centre in the Community
Hall room.

Copies of the notice have been delivered to mailboxes of properties in the project area.
It would be great if your team could help share the notice through your channels.
Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Liz Buckton

Cc: Mario De Aguero

Subject: Notice of Community Open House - Jan 21 2025
Attachments: Notice of Open House - Tara BESS - January 21 2025.pdf
Sent: 2024-12-17 4:17:00 PM

Hello Liz,

On Tuesday January 21, 2025, Neoen will host a community open house for the Tara BESS project.

We will host two drop-in times, 12 — 2 pm, and 6 — 8 pm, both at the Tara Community Centre in the
Community Hall room.

Copies of the notice have been delivered to mailboxes of properties in the project area.

Can you please share the notice with Council? Also, it would be great if you could help share the notice
through your channels.

One more thing—we haven’t heard back from Chatworth. I've tried reaching out to both the Mayor’s office
and Patty Sinnamon’s office. Is their somebody you recommend that we reach out to?

Please let us know if you have any questions.
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: Steve Tiernan

Subject: Notice of Community Open House - Jan 21 2025
Attachments: Notice of Open House - Tara BESS - January 21 2025.pdf
Sent: 2024-12-17 4:19:00 PM

Hello Steve,

| hope you are well.

Writing to let you know that on Tuesday January 21, 2025, Neoen will host a community open house for the
Tara BESS project.

We will host two drop-in times, 12 — 2 pm, and 6 — 8 pm, both at the Tara Community Centre in the Community
Hall room.

Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison on behalf of Brittany Morrison

To: Janet Galant

Subject: RE: Meeting tomorrow

Attachments: Notice of Open House - Tara BESS - January 21 2025.pdf
Sent: 2024-12-17 2:00:00 PM

Good afternoon, Janet,
Thank you very much for this information.

We respect SON’s wishes, and we hope that we can meet soon. | will continue to provide project updates as
they become available. Please let me know if you have any questions about the material.

Neoen has organized a community open house for Tara BESS. It is scheduled for Tuesday January 21,
2025. There is an afternoon timeslot, from 12 — 2 pm, and an evening one, from 6 — 8 pm. We are happy to
organize an open house specifically for SON’s communities.

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9

From: Janet Galant <manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>
Sent: December 3, 2024 7:13 AM

To: Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com>
Subject: Re: Meeting tomorrow

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Brittany,

| have spoken to joint council regarding your project and there are further conversations that they need to
have with the Minister’s Office, that is beyond the scope of this project.

A buffer zone was identified, and agreed upon by both Joint Council and the Ministry many years ago, where
no projects were to be developed within. Your project is within that buffer zone. The Ministry needs to
answer to this and in the meantime, | have been instructed to engage directly with the Ministry.

Once | receive further instruction, | will let you know.
Thanks,

Janet Galant
Senior Manager

T: 519.373.6075
10129 Hwy 6
Georgian Bluffs, ON
NOH 2T0

[

saugeenojibwaynation.ca

The material contained in this email message is considered privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the
individual or group addressed. Any use, dissemination, distribution or copy of this email by persons that this message was not
intended for is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact us immediately by telephone.

On Mon, Dec 2, 2024 at 6:19 PM Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com> wrote:

Hello Janet,



| hope everything is OK.

I've tried reaching you by e-mail and phone many times since our last call on November 20", but | have
been unable to reach you and have not heard back.

| just tried to call you and was directed to a voicemail for another individual.

Development of the Tara BESS project is progressing. It is important to us that SON is meaningfully
consulted on the project, so we would like to meet with SON as soon as possible. We would also like
SON’s input on the benefit-sharing plan we are preparing for Tara BESS.

We understand that Chief Ritchie and Chief Nadjiwon are busy and that scheduling a meeting with them
may be difficult. Further to my last email, perhaps in the meantime Neoen can meet with SON Energy
and/or Environment staff while we work to organize a meeting between the Chiefs and Neoen. The
meeting would be attended by our Province Director, Project Manager, and me.

If | should be reaching out to somebody else, please let me know. As always, we are happy to meet in-
person, in your Territory, or virtually.

I have attached two important project communications | sent to you recently: Notice of Commencement of
Class EA for Transmission Facilities, and a communication regarding scheduling of our archaeological site
walk.

| hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King_Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9

From: Brittany Morrison

Sent: November 21, 2024 1:50 PM

To: Janet Galant <manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>
Subject: RE: Meeting tomorrow

Hi Janet,
Any luck with a meeting time for next week?
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
M. +1 416-312-0057

From: Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com>
Sent: November 20, 2024 11:59 AM

Subject RE: Meeting tom_orro_w -

Hi Janet,

Thanks for letting me know.

As discussed, we are available to meet in-person on Friday November 29, and Friday December 6. We
can meet virtually most days, except for Tuesday November 26. I've confirmed that we can do a virtual
meeting on Wednesday, but only from 4:00 p.m. onward.

We do need to complete the archeological and cultural significant field walk very soon. We want to ensure
SON or its representative can participate, if desired. So, | am hoping we can meet sooner than later.

Thanks very much,



Brittany Morrison
M. +1 416-312-0057

From: Janet Galant <manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>
Sent: November 20, 2024 11:30 AM

To: Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com>
Subject: Re: Meeting tomorrow

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Brittany,
The Chiefs have asked to reschedule. | will let them know which dates work best for you.

Sorry about that.
| will be in touch.

Janet Galant
Senior Manager

T: 519.373.6075
10129 Hwy 6
Georgian Bluffs, ON
NOH 2T0

L |

saugeenojibwaynation.ca

The material contained in this email message is considered privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of
the individual or group addressed. Any use, dissemination, distribution or copy of this email by persons that this message was
not intended for is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact us immediately by telephone.

On Wed, Nov 20, 2024 at 11:13 AM Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com> wrote:
Hi Janet,

Any word back? If we will meet, I'll have to head out shortly.

If it is helpful, we can also meet in-person next Friday November 29 or December 6™, we can also
meet virtually most days.

Brittany Morrison
M. +1 416-312-0057

Sent: November 19, 2024 8:21 PM
To: Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com>
Subject: Meeting tomorrow

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Brittany,

| spoke with chief Nadjiwon tonight and he is available tomorrow after another meeting we have at 2pm
in Owen Sound.

| know it’s late notice but if you could make an in-person meeting, we could find a place to meet in
Owen Sound, otherwise we can meet virtually.

If you can’t make tomorrow, please let me know and we can rearrange another date.
Thanks,
Janet Galant

Senior Manager
T: 519.373.6075



10129 Hwy 6
Georgian Bluffs, ON
NOH 2T0

I

saugeenojibwaynation.ca

The material contained in this email message is considered privileged and confidential information intended only for the use
of the individual or group addressed. Any use, dissemination, distribution or copy of this email by persons that this message
was not intended for is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact us immediately by
telephone.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com>
To: Janet Galant <manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>

Bcc:

Date: Mon, 25 Nov 2024 22:04:22 +0000

Subject: Notice of Commencement of Class EA for TF - Tara BESS
Hello Janet,

| am writing to let you know that, today, we issued our Notice of Commencement of Class Environmental
Assessment for Transmission Facilities.

A copy of the notice is attached to this e-mail.

Additionally, our project website, www.tarabattery.ca is now live. Visitors can use the site to obtain project
information, contact Neoen, provide feedback (using online feedback form), subscribe to the mailing list,
and view project updates.

Happy to answer any questions.

Thank you!

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Brittany Morrison <Brittany.Morrison@neoen.com>

To: Janet Galant <manager@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>, "manager.energy@saugeenojibwaynation.ca"
<manager.energy@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>

Cc: "environmentoffice@saugeenojibwaynation.ca" <environmentoffice@saugeenojibwaynation.ca>,
Mario De Aguero <mario.deaguero@neoen.com>

Bcc:

Date: Thu, 28 Nov 2024 15:20:25 +0000

Subject: Archaeological Site Walk - Tara BESS

Hello Janet and Owen,

I am writing to inform you that, in early December, Neoen will conduct an archaeological field walk as part
of the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment for Tara BESS.

We would like to invite SON Joint Council or its representatives to participate. Neoen would, of course,
provide capacity funding for your participation. As discussed, we have held off on scheduling the field walk
in hopes that we would first meet with SON Joint Council. The snow will soon be upon us, so we,
unfortunately, cannot hold off any longer.



| have downloaded a copy of SON’s Archaeological Standards and will provide a copy to our consultant
team. | have included your Environment Office, who | understand will receive the notice from the Province
once the walk has been scheduled.

Please let me know as soon as possible if SON Joint Council wishes to participate, so we can select a day
that best suits you and your representatives.

Also, Janet, | have tried several times to reach you by phone and e-mail since our meeting with Chief
Nadjiwon and Chief Ritchie was cancelled last Wednesday but have not heard back. | hope everything is
OK.

We really would like to meet with the Chiefs. | am sure they are busy, but is there a time in the first three
weeks of December that they are available? We can go to them or meet virtually.

In the meantime, can we meet with the Energy team to introduce ourselves and the Tara BESS project?
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9




From: Brittany Morrison

To: edance@arran-elderslie.ca

Cc: Mario De Aguero;_cfraser@arran-elderslie.ca;

Subject: Notice of Community Open House - Jan 21 2025
Attachments: Notice of Open House - Tara BESS - January 21 2025.pdf
Sent: 2024-12-17 4:09:00 PM

Hello Emily,

On Tuesday January 21, 2025, Neoen will host a community open house for the Tara BESS project.

We will host two drop-in times, 12 — 2 pm, and 6 — 8 pm, both at the Tara Community Centre in the Community
Hall room.

Can you please include this in the January Council materials?
Copies of the notice have been delivered to mailboxes of properties in the project area.
Thank you,

Brittany Morrison
Communication, Engagement & Stakeholder Relations Manager

NEOEN

brittany.morrrison@neoen.com
M. +1 416-312-0057
Suite 319 — 150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9
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Tara BESS Project Update
Bruce County Council Meeting

January 9, 2025



Tara BESS is proposed for lands located within the Saugeen Ojibway Nation
Territory and Treaty area of the Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation and
Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation. The lands also form part of the
Historic Homeland of the Métis Nation of Ontario - Region 7 Communities.

NEOEN



Background

- Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage, is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600-megawatt
hour (MWh) battery energy storage system (BESS) proposed for development on
39 Concession Road 4, in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

» Awarded a 20-year energy storage contract by the Ontario’s Independent Electricity
System Operator (IESO) in May 2024, through the IESO’s Long-term 1 (LT1) RFP
procurement — one of ten BESS contracts awarded in the RFP.

» Tara BESS responds directly to Ontario’s growing energy needs and 2050 energy
procurement target, by adding grid capacity equivalent to the daily energy
consumption of ~640,000 households in Ontario.

* Neoen Ontario BESS 1 Inc. (Neoen) is now exclusively leading development of the
Tara BESS project.

NEOEN



About Neoen FoxTeREe

SOLAR FARM
93 MWp in Starland County, Alberta.

Founded in 2008, Neoen is an
independent producer of
renewable energy.

Neoen designs, implements,
and operates renewable
electricity technologies,
including solar and wind
power, and energy storage
solutions.

> 8 GW of power in operation
or under construction across
15 countries.

Neoen owns and operates its
facilities for the long-term.







What is Battery Energy Storage?

» Stores (or “charges”) electricity in batteries that is later discharged to an
electrical grid.

* Typically, charges overnight when demand is low and discharges when
demand rises.

* BESS can standalone or accompany a renewable technology, like wind or
solar power.

 Supports the transition from fossil fuels by maximizing the use of energy
produced from renewable sources.

 Provides ancillary services such as frequency and voltage support, and virtual
Inertia.

NEOEN



How does a Standalone BESS Work?

A - Battery Containers C - Transformer Station
* Thousands of battery cells in steel containers » Converts high voltage (HV) to medium voltage
+ Charge and discharge electricity to-and-from (MV) and vice versa
an electrical grid + SCADA system to operate the BESS Y .
N D
:::g;::;;:4;::;:;@;;;:{::;[};;L;:}]:q:;:v @ AV
, ¢
A {! j
B - Inverter D - Transmission Lines
» Converts direct current (DC) to * Transmission lines move electricity to-and-from the BESS
alternating current (AC) and vice versa » Steel structures hold the lines overhead

» Electricity travels to-and-from the grid
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Tara BESS Preliminary Design

: 4

Standalone BESS facility Capable of providing 400
MW of power for four

hours
[ [re
3 Transformers ~20 acres of at-grade
(1 back-up) equipment

~420 lithium-ion battery
cell containers

il

~400 m of overhead
transmission line and ~5
transmission structures

This information is preliminary and subject to change.

NEOEN
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Project Lifecycle

Secure Land IESO Contract

! B ] CONTRACT

Field Studies

BESS Design Construction

WE ARE HERE

Grid Connecti Operations

NEOEN

WE ARE HERE

BESS Completion

DECOMMISSION AND RESTORE TO
PREVIOUS USE

EXTEND CONTRACT AND CONTINUE
OPERATIONS

14



Target Project Timeline

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Ql Q2 Q3 Q4

Project Development . .

Construction

Community Engagement

Operations

NEOEN



Project Permits and Approvals

 Class Environmental Assessment (EA) for
Transmission Facilities

— Aquatic Habitat Assessment

— Ecological Land Classification and Vegetation
Surveys

— Breeding Bird Surveys

— Breeding Amphibian Surveys

— Bat Habitat Assessment (Maternity Roost Surveys)
— Noise Impact Assessment

— Archaeological Assessment

— Agricultural Impact Assessment

*TO BE CONFIRMED

* Environmental Compliance Approval for
Stormwater

* Species-at-Risk*
« Environmental Activity Sector Registration (noise)
» Archaeology Clearance Letter

» Approved Soil and Excess Materials
Management Plan*

» Ontario Endangered Species Act Sec.17
approval*

* Regulation 41/24 Approval from Grey Sauble
Conservation Authority

NEOEN
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Consultation

« Consultation for Tara BESS is underway.

* Neoen will consult Rightsholders, stakeholders, S
landowners and occupants in the immediate S—
vicinity, and the broader community.

* We invite feedback via the following channels:

— Phone: (416) 312-0057

— Email: info@tarabattery.ca

— Web: www.tarabattery.ca (via feedback form)

— Mail: 319-150 King Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9
— Request a 1-on-1 meeting

— Public open house — January 21, 2025

— Public open house — Spring 2025 (date TBC)

NEOEN 17






BESS Safety

- BESS are designed to prevent the following potential hazards:

— Thermal runaway is an exothermic reaction whereby damaged battery cells release energy in the form of
abnormal heat, which can propagate and result in smoke, fire, or combustion. Thermal runaway can occur
from an internal short circuit, external short circuit, external fire, and BESS degradation.

— Spill events, including refrigerant, coolant, and oil spills, can result from equipment malfunctions or blunt
force to BESS components.

- BESS hazard events are infrequent and prevented by rigorous design mitigation, thorough
maintenance and monitoring, and stringent safety protocols, including:

— Active protection, such as on-site water sprinkler and hydrant systems
— Passive protection, such as use of fire barriers and non-combustible oils

— Facility systems and security

- Hazards events are managed by preparedness and rapid response.

* Neoen has engaged Arran-Elderslie’s Fire Department on the Tara BESS project.

NEOEN
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Community Benefits

* Neoen believes that the communities it
works In should share in the benefits of
Its projects.

 Consultation for Tara BESS will inform
a community benefits plan that may
Include vendor opportunities,
employment and skills training,
Indigenous-specific benefits or
opportunities, environmental initiatives,
sponsorship, donations, or art
Installations.

NEOEN 21






We want to hear from you!
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Mario De Aguero
Senior Project Manager,
Tara BESS

mario.deaguero@neoen.com

(647) 455-0877

Brittany Morrison
Manager, Communication,
Engagement & Stakeholder
Relations

brittany.morrison@neoen.com

(416) 312-0057

NEOEN

« 319-150 King Street West, Toronto, Ontario
M5H 1J9

* Www.neoen.com

o Wwww.tarabattery.ca
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Neoen Is a leading independent
power producer of exclusively
renewable energy, including solar
and wind power, and battery energy
storage.

We have a portfolio capacity of 8.7- T Y-

gigawatts (GW) in operation or bl coce ¥ J - - coman,

under construction across four BN oo :

continents. Our develop-to-own — e
strategy means that we are around = - ‘.? ——
for the long-term. anlii

Neoen has an active solar plant,

Fox Coulee Solar Farm, in Starland Bl Countios wih sssts n peraton or under consiucton

ﬂ Additional countries with awarded projects

County, Alberta, and several
projects in development in Canada.




TARA Background & Project Need

BAT TERY

The Tara BESS project, formerly Grey Owl Storage, was awarded a 20-year energy
storage contract by Ontario’s Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) in May
2024, through the IESQO’s competitive, long-term 1 (LT1) RFP procurement.

Tara BESS is one of 10 battery energy storage system (BESS) contracts awarded in LT1,
collectively totaling 1,784 MW, to help meet Ontario’s projected energy needs by 2050.

Under the contract, Neoen will receive payment from IESO in exchange for providing 400
MW of capacity, per the rate set-out in Neoen’s bid.

The contract does not include a provision to expand the BESS or add another renewable
technology, such as solar.

At the end of the contract, IESO may extend Neoen’s contract or Tara BESS will be
decommissioned.

Neoen Ontario BESS 1 Inc. (Neoen) is now exclusively leading development of the Tara
BESS project.



TARA Background & Project Need

Figure 2 | Annual Energy Demand
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TARA About Battery Energy Storage

BAT TERY

A battery energy storage system (BESS) stores (or “charges”) electricity in
batteries and later discharges it to an electrical griq.

Typically, BESS charge overnight when demand is low and discharge
when demand rises.

A BESS can standalone or accompany a renewable technology, like wind
or solar power.

In addition to energy storage, BESS can provide ancillary services such as
frequency and voltage support, and virtual inertia.

Energy storage supports the transition from fossil fuels by maximizing the
usefulness of energy produced from renewable sources.



TARA How a BESS Works

A - Battery Containers C - Transformer Station
« Thousands of battery cells in steel containers « Converts high voltage (HV) to medium voltage
« Charge and discharge electricity to-and-from (MV) and vice versa
an electrical grid « SCADA system to operate the BESS

B - Inverter D - Transmission Lines
« Converts direct current (DC) to « Transmission lines move electricity to-and-from the BESS
alternating current (AC) and vice versa « Steel structures hold the lines overhead

« Electricity travels to-and-from the grid



TARA About Tara BESS

-~ .. Tara BESS is a standalone battery energy storage system proposed for

1

='® 1\ development on 39 Concession Road 4, southeast of the Village of Tara.

-l .-'_____ .. &

Tara BESS will provide 400 MW of power, a capacity equal to the daily energy
consumption of approximately 64,000 households in Ontario.

Tara BESS will occupy a footprint of approximately 20-acres at-grade, excluding

| | I transmission structures, and stormwater ditches, plus ~400-metres of overhead
transmission line. Tara BESS will connect to the existing 230-kilovolt (kV) high
voltage line to the south.

Phase 1: Phase 3:
DEVELOPMENT OPERATIONS
2 - 3 years 20+ years

—]

Phase 2: ﬁb

CONSTRUCTION
18 - 24 months




TARA Project Location
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North end of site

Transmission Line
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transmission, flat terrain, construction feasibility, and site accessibillity.



TARA Proposed Layout

1.Site access road

2.Acoustic barrier wall on berm with vegetation (8m)*

3. Stormwater ditches

4. Overflow and sediment filtration pond

5.SCADA building, water storage and pump system

6.420 lithium-ion battery containers with acoustic
barrier walls

/. Substation, including three high-voltage
transformers (two operational, one back-up),
breakers and switching equipment

8.~400-metres of overhead transmission line and

transmission structures

For safety, the site will be enclosed by permanent
fencing and will include lighting and security

*FACILITY-BASED NOISE MITIGATION MEASURES ARE BEING
cameras. EXPLORED AND MAY REPLACE THE 8M ACOUSTIC BARRIER WALL.



TARA Environmental Assessment

BAT TERY

TAR

ATTLC E-:‘ 7
= b 9 |

BATTE

Tara BESS is subject to the Ministry of
Environment, Conservation and Parks’ (MECP)
Class Environmental Assessment for Minor
Transmission Facilities (Class EA) process, In
accordance with the Ontario Environmental

Notice of Commencement:
Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission Facilities

Published: November 25, 2024

Neoen is initiating a Class Environmental Assessment for Transmission Facilities (Class EA for TF) for Tara BESS, a battery energy storage
system (BESS) proposed for development in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie.

About the Project

Tara BESS, formerly Grey Owl Storage, is a 400-megawatt (MW), 1600-megawatt hour (MWh) capacity standalone battery energy storag
system (BESS) proposed for development in the Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, approximately 5-kilometres southeast of the Village of Targ
The project was awarded a 20-year contract by Ontario’s Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO), through IESO’s “long-term 1” (LT1
RFP procurement. Tara BESS is one of ten energy storage contracts awarded in the LT1 procurement to meet Ontario’s growing electricit
needs. Tara BESS is proposed to store and discharge electricity to Ontario’s grid, adding up to 400 MW of capacity. Neoen Ontario BESS

Assessment Act.

Notice of Commencement of the Class EA process
for Tara BESS was initiated on November 25, 2024.

Feedback received will be entered into a public
consultation record that form part of Neoen's Class
EA submission.

A Notice of Completion will be filed once the Class
EA studies are complete in Q1 2025, then Neoen’s
submission will be available for public comment for
30 days following Notice of Completion.

Inc. (Neoen) is leading development of Tara BESS.

- BESS Bulldable Area

Transmission Line

1
| | Proposed Project Lands

Planning Process

Tara BESS is subject to the Class Environmental Assessment for
Transmission Facilities process (www.hydroone.com/classea) in
accordance with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. This is a
process for electricity transmission-related projects that do not generate
electricity. Construction is expected to begin in spring 2026, subject to
required permits and approvals.

About Neoen

Neoen is a leading independent power producer of exclusively renewable
energy technologies, including solar and onshore wind power, and energy
storage solutions. Neoen has more than 8-gigawatts of power in operation
or under construction across 15 countries. Neoen owns and operate its
facilities for the long-term. To learn more about Neoen, visit
Www.neoen.com.

*Personal information included in your feedback/question, such as name, address, telephone
number and property location, is collected, under the authority of Section 30 of the Environmental
Assessment Act and is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is
available to the general public. As the information is collected for the purpose of a public record,
the protection of personal information provided in the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act (FIPPA) does not apply (s.37). Personal information you submit will become part of the
available public record unless you request that your personal information remain confidential.

- Existing HV Transmission Line

Study Area

Tara BESS is proposed for development on private lands
located at 39 Concession Road 4, Tara, Ontario (the
pictured “proposed project lands”).

Tara BESS is expected to occupy a footprint of

approximately 20 acres at-grade, plus approximately 450
metres of overhead transmission line and approximately
five (5) steel structures to hold the transmission lines.

Tara BESS is proposed to connect to Hydro One’s existing

230-kilovolt high voltage transmission line to the south of
the proposed project lands.

The pictured “buildable area” represents the potential

BESS development area. It is not reflective of the proposed
BESS layout, and is subject to change. Details of the
proposed BESS layout will be provided in a future
communication.

Share Your Feedback

Neoen is committed to meaningful consultation. Your
feedback will inform the Class EA for TF process®*.

To share your feedback, ask questions, or to subscribe
to the Tara BESS mailing list, please contact:

Brittany Morrison

Manager, Communication & Engagement

info@tarabattery.ca

(416) 312-0057

For more information or to share your feedback using our
online feedback form, visit www.tarabattery.ca.

NEOEN




TARA Environmental Assessment

The following studies, surveys and assessments are required for the Tara BESS Class EA
submission:

Aquatic Habitat Assessment

Ecological Land Classification and Vegetation Surveys
Breeding Bird Surveys

Breeding Amphibian Surveys

Bat Habitat Assessment (Maternity Roost Surveys)
Noise Impact Assessment

Agricultural Impact Assessment

In addition, the the Class EA, Tara BESS is subject to the following environmental permit
and approval processes:

Environmental Compliance Approval for Stormwater and Noise
Environmental Activity Sector Registration (Noise)
Archaeology Clearance Letter

Approved Soil and Excess Materials Management Plan
Ontario Endangered Species Act Sec.17 permit

Regulation 41/24 Approval from Grey Sauble Conservation Authority

Municipal development approvals will also be required.



TARA Environmental Assessment - Key Findings

BAT TERY

SPECIES AT-RISK ARCHAEOLOGY & AGRICULTURE

Two at-risk avian species were Temporary loss of less than 20-
identified on site: Red-headed acres of agricultural land with
Woodpecker and Eastern current design.
Meadowlark.

Crop cultivation and cattle
13 cavity nests were identified, grazing around the BESS facility
and will be reassessed prior to can continue during operations.
construction.

A field archaeological
Cavity trees and bat maternity assessment will be conducted Iin
roost habitats will be avoided spring 2025.

during construction.



ARA Environmental Assessment - Noise

- Battery container fans and transformers emit noise - fans cool the
batteries when charging during warm conditions, and transformers o

emit a humming noise.

- Tara BESS must comply with applicable noise regulations.

EXAMPLE

- A baseline noise study has been conducted to establish ambient T ACOUSTIC
' BARRIER WALL

noise levels. ON BERM
- Noise mitigation measures will ensure that ambient noise levels are ey,

maintained for surrounding residential receivers during BESS 47

operations. el

- An acoustic barrier wall on berm (total height 8-metres) is proposed

for the north end of the site, with 6m acoustic barrier walls around the A
I I I SOUND
five battery container sections. v EQUIVALENT*

- Additional facility-based noise mitigation is being explored, and may
replace the acoustic barrier wall on berm.

*WITH MITIGATION



TARA Stormwater Management

BAT TERY

Tara BESS is proposed for lands that include a floodplain that flows into the Sauble River.

A cut-and-fill method, combined with a retention pond, is proposed to mitigate impact to
the floodplain.

The cut-and-fill method will raise the facility so that water can flow freely around it, while
stormwater d